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Ads, More Ads, Letters, More Letters, Stealing, Activism, Pictures, Cops, Capital Punishment, Nuclear 
Waste, Homosexuality, Great Records, Politics, Defense Of Marriage Act, Critical Thinking, Anti-Flag, 
Assholes Wrecking Shows, Environmentalism, Work, Hate In The Military, Discrimination, Pot and the 
Republican Party, A Few More Ads, Photos, How Much We Hate This Zine, Relationships, Sex, 
Suburbia, Reviews, Twenty Eyes, Abuse, Reviews, More Reviews, An Assload of Reviews and other shit. 


Did we mention that we have ads? 


Doing this last zine has made me very, very sad. I’m 
depressed and sentimental. I remember the past and realize it 
was a lot more fun than the present is (and probably more fun 
than the future will be). Being a kid was great, turning 24 is 
not. I’m old and I’m scared and I’m sad. I still try to’tell myself 
that giving up the zine is a blessing in disguise, but at the same 
time it’s like I’m giving up a part of myself. Dave and I have 
been doing this zine for about 4 years, that’s a big part of my life 
and it doesn’t feel right to just end it. I just read through all the 
old issues and I found myself reminiscing about the “good old 
days” when I used to like hardcore music. Maybe it’s because 
hardcore music used to be fun and not so damn self-righteous 
as it is now. Hardcore music to me is dead, nothing is like the 
days when I first started listening to hardcore back in 1986. 
Hardcore isn’t hardcore anymore and there are very few bands 
that I like enough to actually get off my ass and go to a show 
and sec. I guess with life comes change, the scene is still here, 
but it’s changed, the music is still here, but it’s changed, the kids 
are still here, but they changed, and to me it’s not for the better, 
that’s one reason why I’m giving up the zine. 

I don’t think this is the best issue we’ve done. Neither 
Dave nor I had the time to accomplish what we would’ve liked 
to have done for this issue. That brings me to the second reason 
why I’m giving up the zine, the lack of time that is present in 
my life. To do a zine of this magnitude takes up a substantial 
part of the day, everyday. For me to sacrifice every shred of my 
free time doing a zine and trying to contribute to a music scene 
that I don’t even really enjoy that much any more is a waste of 
time. It’s nothing I have a desire to do anymore. As it is, I’ve 
sold out to “The Man” and got myself a “real job” working 9- 
5:30, Mon-Fri raking in the dough (well, not really, but I can 
make you all at least think that I rake in the dough), I’m in a 
band that practices 3 nights a week and plays out extensively 
(we have 11 shows this month), I go to school part time, and 
most importantly, I have a fiancee who is very dear to me and 
whom I love unconditionally. I love spending all of my time 
with her, because whenever I’m not with her, I’m miserable. 
Some people might call it being too dependent, I call it the one 
I’m destined to be with forever. 

It’s weird, because when I was growing up hardcore 
was my life. I went to any show no matter who was playing or 
where it was, I bought every record I could find, I read every 
zine I saw. As I grew older though, I realized what was more 
important and especially who is more important and as a result 
hardcore has become less important. Some people say that I’ve 
“sold out”, but to them I say, “Wait until you’re 24.” I really 
don’t think I’ve “sold out” or “turned my back on the scene”, 
because I’m still doing my part, I’m just doing a smaller part. I 
no longer need or want hardcore to rule my life. 

Even though I don’t think this issue is the best one 
Dave and I have done, I still think this is one of the best zines 
the hardcore/punk world has ever seen. This fact makes me 
happy, but at the same time it is another reason to stop making 


Even though this is the last issue of Retrogression, alas 
I’m now writing columns and reviews for Struggle zine. 
Read the intro for more info. Send all comments, 
suggestions, material for review & letter bombs to: 


Retrogression Fanzine / Struggle Fanzine 
Brian Hull * 104 Newport Ave. 
Attleboro, MA 02703 * USA 
508-761-9799 * PosiBril @aol.com 


it. There is no more room for serious improvement and I 
would rather stop while it’s at its best instead of letting it regress 
into something not as good. I know there are many people out 
there that are upset to see the demise of Retrogression, and to 
them I apologize. I also know that many more individuals 
don't really give a shit cither way about the zine and to them I 
also say, “I’m sorry,” because they don’t know what they’re 
losing. It’s a shame that far too many individuals are only 
interested in their own “coolness” that they’re ungrateful and 
perhaps even a little resentful towards any energy spent to 
create a better scene or (heaven forbid) to make a positive 
impact on the world. Maybe the reason for this is most 
hardcore kids are spoiled and they don’t realize how few zines 
deserve the respect that Retrogression deserves. If that sounds 
arrogant, than so be it, but I know where I stand in my mind. 

Like I said before, I’m still doing my part, and here’s 
what I mean. I’m still playing drums in Corrin and many of 
my friends are happy for me that I am - as is Corrin. For 
anyone who doesn’t already know, Corrin plays a very heavy, 
hostile and technically diverse form of metal, hardcore and 
death metal. We’re a million times better than all the macho 
tough guy metal bands that are stuck in the “I don’t know 
anything about structuring music so I'll just put mosh riff after 
mosh riff without any sort of transition” pattern of thought. I’d 
have to say we’re similar to Overcast. We’ve released a split 7” 
with Arise, three demos and we’re currently writing new 
material for a full length that should be out by March. Anyone 
interested in contacting Corrin should write to me at the above 
address. 

Also, I’m writing for a zine called Struggle, based out 
of Maryland, near Baltimore. It’s published every other month, 
has a circulation of 2,000 and it covers every form of “extreme 
music” (i.c. metal, hardcore, punk, crust, death, industrial and I 
also believe ska. This means no fucking pop-punk.) It’s my 
friend Greg’s zine and he calls it “Baltimore’s extreme music 
and arts publication.” What the fuck that means I do not 
know. There’s an ad for it in here somewhere, so check it out. 
I'll be writing a music/personal column for the zine and also 
doing reviews. Any Jabel still interested in submitting 
material for review can still do so, but the reviews will 
appear in Struggle zine and not Retrogression. 

Thank you to everyone that has ever helped us out. 
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DAVE’S LAST INTRO 


Thursday August eighth it’s pouring rain so hard I feel I’m in some black apocalypse. At five p.m. the sun that has that has watched over 
us like an oppressive big brother for so many days - infiltrating every corner you hide in, every pore of your body and beating you down, weighing 
you down like lead - that sun is nowhere to be seen. The heat has broken, the rain falls, the sky is dark and I feel a chill set in. Tonight would be 
the perfect night to go home, wrap myself up in my afghan with a cup of hot chocolate and my copy of Walden that I still have yet to finish. 

But I can’t. I can’t because I have ninety-six pages worth of zine to write within the next three weeks. This monster I have created has 
taken over every aspect of my life, ruined relationships, drained finance and has but one insatiable demand. Create. Create. So now instead of 


‘relaxing with a good book I am stressing about getting all my reviews written, about gathering data for the sexuality article (which I didn’t end up 


doing. As usual, everything I say about this zine before it goes to print ends up being a lie), about trying to find all the addresses I will need for the 
D-I-Y piece. The only thing that is keeping me sane right now is listening to Botch do their rendition of fortuna from Carmina Burana (sp?). 

It used to be romantic, this working myself sick. Working until 2am every night on the zine only to have to wake up at 6:30 to go to work 
or school. Struggling to keep going, wearing down my immune system to the point where a few small germs could take me down. But that was 
the best part. Refusing to fall. Punishing my body, struggling with feverish delusions to maintain a grip on reality, denying myself food and sleep 
until I could get this damn thing done. And after it went to print I would have to sleep ten hours a day for three weeks to recover. And once I 
recovered tt would start over again. This zine drives me. It owns me. 

I don’t know why I do it. Maybe I’m overcompensating for other inadequacies. Maybe I am trying to make myself grow, challenge 
myself to constantly do more. Those are the most obvious answers, but they are lies. This is not a battle for glory, an uphill climb. There’s no 
gold medal at the end of my road. This is a journey I take through my own Dantesque hell. This is me pushing myself as hard as I can because I 
hope to gods I don’t believe in that I will break, and it will finally be over. 

I need to walk away from this. I need to reclaim my life. I’m four thousand dollars in debt, which is one thousand hours of work at 
whatever mind-killing job I can get just to break the chains that this monster has cast around me. I know I can not recapture the thousands of hours 
spent already to build this beast or finance it’s growth, and it sits there laughing at me. I told someone I loved very dearly that I didn’t have time 
for them in my life because I was tied to this entity that is Retrogression. I fear now that I have lost her forever. I feel guilty if I spend one 
morning a week talking to my roommates, or one night a week watching a movie, or one day a week making my house a bit more livable. In the 
back of my mind a dark shadow sits and demands 100% unswerving loyalty. In the eyes of the Beast not only is there no room for others in my 
life, but there isn’t even room for me. 

I'm sick of being a slave to deadlines and halftones and fonts and advertisements and reviews and interviews and layouts all so that I can 
lose a lot of money and still have people complain that there is too much personal writing or that I shouldn’t print Epitaph ads or that I gave their 
band a bad review or that my fonts are wrong or anything else. There have been a few people who have supported me, and they are the ones who 
make it the most difficult to quit, to walk away. I’m glad my words have touched hearts and minds, but I simply can’t do it anymore. I spend so 
much time writing about making the world a better place now that I have not had time to help Food Not Bombs or Habitat For Humanity or do 
anything that gets me directly involved in the struggle for a better world. I have spent so much time and money doing reviews and printing the zine 
that I have not bought a book, record or magazine in years. I spend every show trying to sell my zine (and records) and never take time to enjoy the 
bands. God damn it I want my life back. 

But I am a writer. It’s what I do, it’s what I know. It’s what I am. I will always be writing. I write web-sight reviews for an 
organization called EnviroLink (www.envirolink.org), I’ll be writing environmental and political commentary on their AOL site when it goes up in 
the fall. I’m also going to try to get a column in one of the local weekly papers here, and perhaps in one of the bigger punk zines like Suburban 
Voice or Punk Planet. The difference is that here I will be doing the one thing I know and love, writing. I will not have to try to sell ad space or 
find a cheap printer or deal with distributors. I will write. And I will get paid. And when I am done writing I will not have to go to a second job 
to pay my bills, or call record labels to raise money - I will actually be able to visit friends, or enjoy a sunset or sweet tears of mercy ... sleep. 

The sad part is that even as I write this I wonder if that will be enough? Can I walk away from my desire to work myself into the ground? 
Can I walk away from having 100% control over anything I am writing? I will probably end up doing a zine again someday, and I don’t know what 
is more pathetic, that I am walking away now or that I will come back later. I don’t know. , I just know that right now I need time to recover. I 
can’t continue going at the pace I am going, but I can not bear to see my zine become another half assed “we'll get it out when we feel like it” zine 
going out to a couple dozen of our friends who pity us enough to buy it. I’m considering an online zine, since aside from the initial registration fee 
they cost nothing to keep up. This means I do not have to deal with getting funding, getting distributed or having time to send out zine orders. My 
big worry is that only 10% of the people in the country have access to the web, which is a big setback as far as information getting out there. I can 
not say for sure what is going to happen. For the few of you who actually give a shit you can keep in touch with me or check my homepage at 
www.envirolink.org/homepp/grenier. That’s about it. 

Until much later then. 


David Grenier 

5669 Beacon Street 

Pittsburgh PA 15217 

(412)421-8155 

dave @envirolink.org 
www.envirolink.org/homepp/grenier 


Maybe this will . . . 
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Dead Fish 


letters to Retrogression 


hi i'm from blacksburg... 


..not that i'd be too proud to admit it after reading your 
slander of the sxe kids here. i know nathan pretty well, i used to work 
with him, and he is worthy of your praise. the rest of the kids you 
mention--don't know anything about them except for Jamie and Jason, 
who i know by name and that's it. maybe i'll meet the rest if they ever 
leave their television sets. 

i'm sorry your weekend here went badly, and the show wasn't 
all you wanted it to be. i'm sorry the people you were forced to hang 
out with here were trendy and not very mentally stimulating. i'm also 
sorry that you feel you can judge a crowd of people you just met based 
on the actions of one weekend. maybe they all decided to be 
straightedge just for the weekend. or then again, maybe they've been 
fighting for a better scene and a better world a lot longer than you. i'm 
just asking you to think about what you're saying to the people who 
read this article. blacksburg isn't a metropolis, and we don't have the 
luxury of being able to pick from various incomes. nor can we choose 
an enormous population of the globally-minded from among the few 
ethnic groups represented here. they're brought together by one thing 
and one thing only--support for a cause. don't judge too harshly. 

maybe if you ever dare to return to this cursed city, you'll 
meet people with smaller mouths and bigger hearts. 

and for the record, i'm middle class, not pierced, not tattooed, 
i have straight hair that's its natural color, and i try every fucking day to 
stay one step ahead of my faults. 

Michelle Moxley 


Michelle, 

Thank you for writing. I mean it. Sure, you may not agree 
with what I have to say but any real communication in this world is a 
good thing. The fact that you bothered to spend some energy doing 
this puts you above most of the people I had written about in "The Not- 
so-Great Straightedge Roadtrip." Even the people that hated me for 
writing it and have subsequently banned me from IRC channels and 
other such childish actions have refused to attempt in any way to 
dialogue with me about this. So for that I commend you. 

However, I must point out that nowhere in that writing did I 
assert -that every single person in Blacksburg was or is just like the 
people I was writing about. The fact of the matter is that every time I 
go to a straightedge show I run in to a lot of people like that; people 
who care about nothing but fashion and scene points (to be fair I run 
into a lot of people like that everywhere I go). This was possibly the 
worst example of it I had ever seen, maybe because I was stuck with 
these people for an entire weekend. I wrote that piece not to condemn 
everyone who was born in Blacksburg, but to condemn people who 
judge a band based on the gender and appearance of it's members, to 
make people think about why they do the things they do, and to make 
them realize that simply "being straightedge" means nothing when your 
lhe revolves around heavy music, television and nothing more. Real 


change will not occur simply because someone got their tongue pierced 
and seeing a bunch of kids wearing big pants is not going to make the 
system quake in fear. But the problem is that most people think that 
simply by dressing up in the clothing appropriate to their subculture 
they are doing something great, when in truth they are doing nothing 
but enforcing another dress code to belong to another clique, and that 
is something I can never stand for. 
Thanks For Your Concern. 
-Dave Grenier 


More About How 1AmA Judgmental Bastard 


Dear Dave, 

Regarding the sXe manifesto article in issue 11 of the 
Retrogression zine, you are just as bad as the people that you write 
about. You say that "lumping everyone in as one category doesn't solve 
anything." I agree, but I think you do the same thing. You lump all 
sXe kids into the big pants wearing, Adidas, Fila, Vans shoes, chain 
wallets, dyed blonde hair and piercings group. 

I agree that sXe is getting all fucked up when I see dumb kids 
wearing Earth Crisis/sXe shirts walking with lit cigarettes in their 
mouths. That still doesn't give you the right to lump all sXe kids into 
the hypocritical, trendy "sheep" that some (but not all) may be. I feel 
sorry for a kid just coming into the scene after reading this article. Why 
would they want to be sXe after reading what you say about them. 

I do agree with a lot of what you say though. SxE is kind of 
becoming a joke. I don't understand why people must display their 
sXeism with huge banners on their cars and X's on their hands. Just 
the same, I hate when people wear marijuana leaves on their shirts. I 
just don't see the point. The best way to get someone into sXe is to be 
nice to them and let them decide for themselves. Let's not even discuss 
hardliners! 

*heart* 

Kelly Munson 

4473 N. 156 
Cleveland OH 44135 


Dear Kelly, 

I think you make a fatal error when you assume that I am 
lumping all sXe kids into the fashion victims group. For one thing that 
would be illogical of me to do since I am straightedge and all my pants 
fit, my hair is it's natural color and the only chains I have are.. well 
not used to hold my wallet. 

I stated that many straightedge kids fall into this group, 
because it is my observation that many straightedge kids care only 
about fashion, style and scene points, not any real message or action. 
For evidence, go to a Snapcase show next time they play in you town 
and see what I mean. I am in no way trying to discredit everyone who 
is drug free simply because many straightedge kids are fashion victims, 
but what I do wish to do is challenge people to make them examine why 


they do things.-How can so many people look and think exactly the 
same way yet all claim to be individuals and non-conformists? And 
more importantly, if you're so easily influenced by your social group as 
to dress just like them, how much of a stretch is it to think that you 
might start behaving just like them? Some people see that as a good 
thing, groupthink has allowed for the spread of animal rights dogma 
throughout straightedge. I see it as a negative thing, because if the 
next hardcore messiah decides that racial purity is the new definition 
of straightedge, than the masses will do what they are best at doing 
and follow right along. 

In the end I don't care how you dress. I care that in every 
subculture I have seen that about 9/10ths of the people don't know how 
to think. I want people to start understanding why they do the things 
they do, and what message it sends about the importance of fashion 
versus the importance of action. 

Thanks for writing. 

-Dave 


Some Guy Who Thinks That 
Straightedge=Good and Punk=Bad 


",..Straight edge is a label given to punks who do not smoke, 
drink or do drugs." 

This quote was taken from "the Straightedge Manifesto" in 
the eleventh issue of Retrogression zine. You then go on to say how 
the straight edge movement originated in the punk scene (which is 
true), and still remains a part of it (untrue). At one time, the straight 
edge movement and the punk movement were very close together, but I 
would say that was over ten years ago. Since than [sic], both the punk 
scene and the straightedge scene have changed quite a bit. Besides the 
obvious change in musical styles, the punk movement has turned into 
one giant trend of apathy. Punks aren't trying to make a change, they're 
just complaining about the problems, they're whiners. "People suck, the 
government sucks, being poor sucks, being oppressed sucks!" Boo- 
fucking-whoo! All that may be true but what good does it do to sit 
around and complain about it? At least offer some solutions, you 
know? That's where hardcore takes over. Sure, you might hear 
hardcore bands complaining about the situation, but they offer solutions 
as well, and not only do they offer solutions but they follow through on 
them too. Straight Edge is about bettering oneself, about making 
positive changes. How can you say that straight edge is part of a scene 
about apathy and being more punk than the next guy (i.e. care less). I 
was at a show the other day and I overheard some guy saying that G.G. 
Allen [sic] was the ultimate punk because, "he didn’t give a shit about 
anything." How can a movement that is about caring enough to make-a 


change be part of something that "doesn't give a shit?” a, 
You also say that veganism and vegetarianism are not a patt 7 


of straight edge which is not exactly true. I agree that it is not a 
requirement for straight edge, but by the definition of straight edge 
(bettering one's self) veganism and vegetarianism fit right in there. 
That is why so many str8 edgers flocked to veganism when the concept 
was introduced to the scene a couple of years ago, not because it was 
the "cool" thing to do. Sure you get those people who are in it for the 
cool points, but they soon find something cooler to do, and move on. 
Because str8 edge is about bettering one's self, is why there seem to be 
so many trends in the scene. When they find out about something that 
they think is a positive thing, they want to do it, it's in their nature. As 
far as the fashion thing goes, sure, in any particular scene you are going 
to find certain fashion trends. People want to display their tastes, it's 
just a normal thing. Punks look like punks,-ravers look like ravers, 
hippies look like hippies, hardcore kids look like hardcore kids. 

For the most part, Im only writing because I want to dispel 
the myth that straightedgers are part of the apathetic punk movement. 
My intent was not to insult anyone or try to make them look stupid, 
only to get my message across. I respect you and your zine very much, I 


just didn't agree with that particular article. A modified version of this 

letter will be printed in the next issue of my ‘zine, please feel free to 
write or call in response. Thanks. 

XGabe JohnsonX 

213 Stillman Creek Dr. 

Apex NC 27502 

[I decided to be nice to him and not print his phone number] 


Dear Gabe Johnson, king of the Run-On Sentences, 

It's amazing how you manage to set yourself up as an expert 
on all of punk and all of straightedge without ever really citing any 
examples. You claim that "straight edge is about bettering one's self,” 
but who made that definition? You? You are now the elected 
spokesperson for all of straightedge? Chale. According to Dave 
Smalley "straightedge is all about keeping your mind clear,” which is 
how he justifies smoking and still considering himself straightedge. So 
I guess that is one person you do not speak for. To me, straightedge is 
about saying that you don't have to do drugs to qualify as punk. So 
that's two people you don't speak for. Shall I go find more or do you 
grasp the pattern? 

While we are on the subject of your own little definition of 
sXe, lets examine what it means. "Straight edge is about bettering 
yourself." Better than what? If someone chooses not to smoke pot 
does that automatically make them better than someone who does? And 
since veganism is part of your definition, does that mean vegans are 
better people than vegetarians, and vegetarians better than non- 
vegetarians? It seems, Mr. Johnson, that you not only know every 
punk and straightedge kid, but every human being on the planet and 
are qualified to judge their relative worth. 

And as for your views on punk, I say you watch too much 
television or something. You make completely unqualified statements. 
First you assert that punk is completely apathetic and that straightedge 
is “about caring enough to make a change." The only proof you have 
for saying that punks are apathetic is the out of context comments of 
one individual person. By the same token I could say straightedge is 
about smoking because of Dave Smalley or that straightedge is about 
hating immigrants because of One Life Crue. I don't know about 
where you live, but here in Pittsburgh punks put on all the shows, 
punks run Food Not Bombs, punks do the only visible distro, punks 
help organize the protests against the execution of Mumia Abu Jamal, 
punks put out the few zines there are here. A few of these punks may fit 
my definition of straightedge, but they sure as fuck don't fit yours. You 
say that punk is apathetic and straightedge is a great movement, but 
you cite no example of what straightedge has accomplished. In 
addition, for your assertion to be true that simple evidence would not 
be enough. You would have to show me something that was an 
EXCLUSIVELY straightedge phenomena that made much more of a 
difference in the world than anything punk had ever done. But there 
are none. Veganism was touted by Crass a decade ago. Food Not 
Bombs, contrary to what some sXe kids think, is not a sXe only 
phenomena. It was discussed in MRR long before it got big in sXe (and 
was more of a hippie thing for a dozen years before that). In fact, I 
have had more than one sXe kid tell me that hardcore isn't political 
and I shouldn't expect it to be. 

In the end if Ihave to be anything I will be a punk. I like Aus 
Rotten, Civil Disobedience, White Frogs, Suffer, Bad Religion, 
Descendents, Disrupt, Bristle, Anti-Flag, Dead Kennedys, 
Government Issue and Los Crudos. I have lots of friends who drink. 
If that makes me not straightedge than fuck it, I'm not straightedge. 
Sorry jack, but I prefer "I sat in your classroom and listened to you say 
resign your mind to what’s assigned and learn to think our way. 
consume this useless data and repeat it back to me. incorporate; 
regurgitate straight A philosophy" (The PIST) to "You don't feel what's 
been burnt so deeply in my heart which lives in me and fortifies me” 
(Despair). 


I want to dispel the myth that you have to be a separatist 
elitist asshole to be straightedge. My intent was to insult you, but not 
to make you look stupid. You did that yourself already. 

-Dave 


At Least This Guy Doesn’t Think I’m An Asshole 


Hi Dave! 

This is also Dave writing you from Germany. I got a copy of 
one of the best fanzines around some days ago, it's called 
"Retrogression / Warning...". It's a really great zine, you can truly be 
proud of it. The mixture of personal thoughts, feeling and political 
information is nearly perfect. I read the last 2 nights in it and both 
times it felt really good to know that there are still individuals around 
that seem so sincere as you and Brian. 

There are three reasons for me writing to you: 

¢1.I wanna tell you to continue as a team with Brian. 

e2. I wanna give you my zine for reviewing (and for telling 
me what you think about it) 

e3. The main reason, I wanna participate on your “anti-rape" 
compilation CD!!! 

[he goes on here to tell me about his band INSURRECTION but I 
snipped that out] 

David Schumann 

An Der Elisabethkirche Ct 

53113 Bonn GERMANY 


Dear Dave, 

First of all, thank you for the praise. I don't think I can 
express how much it means when someone tells me they like my zine. 
Just remember that I put hundreds and hundreds of hours into each 
issue. I have sacrificed my finances and my student career for this 
thing in your hands and for the most part the only time I hear any 
comments about it are when the labels or bands I have slagged call to 
bitch at us. Sometimes I wonder if it is all worth it; having no free time 
at all, having no money and being really far in debt. I wonder if it is 
reaching anybody or if people are just picking up the zine because it is 
free and they want to look at some pictures for thirty seconds. When 
someone tells me that it really affected or inspired them it makes me 
very happy. It makes all the work seem worth it. 

I'm especially glad that you recognized that there is a 
mixture of stuff in here. It seems we constantly get comments that our 
zine is too much of one thing and not enough of another. One person 
will say we have too much politics and not enough music (we were 
banned from a store in VA because of this) while another will say we 
should stick to politics and music but leave out all the personal stuff. I 
used to get a lot of complaints that my politics were too boring and I 
need more tour diaries and things like that. It.seems like in trying to 
please everybody (especially ourselves) we end up pleasing no one. 

Viq Martin of Simba zine once said that there are three basic 
types of zines in the world, Political, Personal and Musical. While I 
think there are a few more she forgot to add (mini-comics, horror 
zines, extreme sports zines, art zines etc.) she had a very good point 
and it is very applicable to the punk world. It was with that statement 
in mind that we designed the "new look" of Retrogression that has 
appeared over the last few issues. We are three zines in one (and if you 
order now we'll throw in a handy carrot-slicer); a personal zine, a 
political zine and a punk (music) zine. Some issues may have more of 
one and less of the others but in the long run it balances out, 
verstehen? 

Anyway, on to your three reasons for writing. I like working 
with Brian, we've been close friends for.. I dunno, several years now. I 
think he provides a nice compliment to my intensity and judgmental 
nature. In other words, I piss people off and he calms them down. He 
is also more in touch with a lot of the stuff that gets this zine, and 


therefore it's message, out to people. He is friends with more 
distributors, he s really into photos and layout stuff, which I couldn't 
give two shits about for the most part. However, it is a real pain in the 
ass because we live 12 hours away. I don't like having two addresses 
for Retrogression, I don't like having to try to get him on the phone to 
try to discuss basic details of the zine. I don't like labels having to 
decide which of the two of us they will send review materials to. On 
top of that, Brian has recently started dating, which means he realized 
a basic tenet of punkdom. If you do a project and take it seriously, you 
don't have time for a social life. There are only so many hours in a 
day, many of which have to be spent working to pay the bills. The little 
bit of time left over can either be spent in your band, on your zine, 
doing you label or hanging out with your lover. The operative word in 
that sentence is or. I'm up against a similar wall. I have realized that 
between school and work I have to make the choice between doing 
volunteer stuff or writing my zine. Let me tell you, it's a very tough 
choice. The next few months will be a very turbulent and telling time 
for Retrogression. It will be in these months that we figure out if we 
can handle all these problems or if we hang up our hats. 

Thanks for the zine. I'll try to get it reviewed. We don't 
review everything that gets sent to us anymore, because the 12 page 
review section last issue was ridiculous. Mostly what we are cutting 
out is major label stuff that doesn't grab our attention and zines that 
are either really small or all photos and clippings, no original writing. 


Your zine does not seem to fit into either of those categories so it'll. 


probably end up in the review section. 

As for the Stop Rape CD. (*sigh*). Call it a casualty of 
Jrustration. I'm frustrated with it because I have been working on it for 
two years and have only gotten two DATS. One of those was from an 
old album and the other the band has subsequently asked us not to use. 
I'm frustrated because this is after contacting hundreds of bands and 
writers about this project. I'm really frustrated because dozens of 
bands said they would be interested in being on the project, many of 
them even called me, not the other way around, yet still they did not 
follow through. I am frustrated because as it is I wake up at 6:30 am, 
go to work, go to class, go to the lab to get some computer work done 
for The EnviroLink Network come home and barely have time to work 
on this zine. I am worried that the next issue will (well, this one that 
you are reading now) end up being mostly pictures because I do not 
have time to write anything. And if I don't have time for the zine then I 
definitely do not have time to work on a new project. I am frustrated 
because the Viva la Retro comp that was supposed to come with issue 
#11 is still not out yet. I am frustrated because I have the head of 
Pittsburgh Riot Grrl telling me that if men are raped it is their own 
problem and P.A.A.R. and other rape crisis organizations shouldn’t 
feel obligated to help them while in the other ear a bunch of PC 
assholes tell me I am racist because I admit to having been raped by a 
black man. I'm sorry that all of these factors add up to me not putting 
out the benefit CD. I'm sorry that my inability to deal with these 
circumstances means that those who have been raped may not have as 
much help a they otherwise might have. But in the end, that is exactly 
what it means. 


-Dave 


Some Helpful Advice 


Hey Dave, 

In issue number eleven of Retrogression, you wrote in your 
section, "squarepegroundhole", about a loss of enthusiasm for punk 
rock. You write, "if everything is going right, then why the hell does it 
feel so wrong?" 

I think its your attitude and perspective. It's the way you look 
at things. Basically, you say it was fun when you were seventeen, but 
now that you do so much, it seems boring. Well, when you were 
seventeen, you probably felt like a nobody, and since no one knew you, 
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your plausible loneliness secured this feeling of being a nobody. You 
probably felt the need to prove you were a somebody. Also, you were 
confused and had no idea about how everything was structured, and the 
wonder of punk intrigued and motivated you. Now. that you are 
successful and popular, you feel there is nothing to do. 
I suggest that you should jump into another pool that is over 
your head. Get lost in wonder and you will find a direction towards a 
purpose that will fulfill your desires. For example, you could start a 
workshop for teenagers to help them focus on their lives. You could 
mediate and teach them your experiences. If you have never taught 
before, you will find it is a gratifying experience. Although it can be 
difficult, teaching is also rewarding. If you want to feel different, 
change your way of life. 
Kete Foy 
1302 Cedar Lane 
Greenville NC 27858 


Dear Kete, 

Thanks for writing. This subject is one I have been 
pondering for months now, and your letter pretty much hit it right on 
the head. I titled that short piece "Are There No More Worlds Left To 
Conquer?" because they were what Alexander the Great said when he 
reached the Indus River, then thought to be the Eastern edge of the 
world. Shortly after he killed himself. Now I'm not saying that I am 
ready to make myself a hemlock cocktail (although my thoughts on 
suicide could fill an entire issue of Retrogression) but I do have to 
question how far I can go with punk and with this zine. Am I really 
reaching that many people? If so, to what extent am I reaching them? 
Are they actually going out there and being politically active because 
of this zine, or just grabbing a few tidbits of information out of it to 
impress their friends with? How much more can I grow as a person 
through this zine? What will I have to give up to continue in this 
manner? Right now I am thousands of dollars in debt, have no car and 
no free time. Do I want to be 45 years old and wake up realizing I hate 
my life because I have spent it all in front of a computer? Or will I 
wake up when I am forty-five hating my life because I gave up 
Retrogression to pay my bills? Is it more important for me to directly 
affect a small group of people, the way I do volunteering for Habitat 
For Humanity, or to potentially affect millions, the way I do at 
EnviroLink. I don't know. I don't know the answers to any of those 
questions, I just know something somewhere will have to change soon. 

Thank you very much for your concern and your advice. 

-Dave 


Why Can’t Anyone In Cleveland Put 
Together A Coherent Sentence? 


Attention Mr. Dave Grenier, 

I will try to keep this brief and to the point and civil. After 
reading your little rant about Victory and One Life Crew and every 
thing else under the sun, I was quite amused. You seem to take 
everything personally. It’s kind of funny how you call them nazi’s and 
homophobic, jew-haters etc. since you do not know them personally. , 
and are basing your accusations and certain members political views on 
illegal immigration. I am not in total agreement with them, but even if 
they are bullies (which_is anyone that swears or dare I say screams 
“ooh!” or plays actual hardcore music - how dare them!) don’t they 
have some leeway in writing about what they think is important. You 
know, not everyone has time to play on the internet and try to destroy 
“evil”? conglomerates such as Victory (oh: they’re so evil and large) - 
yeah at $10 a CD - you know they’re probably millionaires by now. 
What the hell are you talking about. I mean you talk about hardcore - 
being a place to meet friends - and listen to your favorite bands? - 
that’s not why I got in it. Hell - half the stuff people call “hardcore” or 
“punk” is not much different from stuff I hear on the radio or MTV, 


Give me a break. But you are entitled to your opinion, and another 
thing - I heard during Integrity that there was like all these kids 
mocking us evil “jock”? (hardly) hardcore kids - well that’s great - have 
your fun - but why is it if some “jocks” kids were mocking Autumn, or 
Rain Like The Sound Of Trains (whoo! they’re so hardcore) more 
like softcore - all the “emo” kids would start crying and calling us 
Nazi’s and dominant heterosexuals - Give me a fuckin break! Now I 
am getting upset, because I don’t appreciate my intelligence being 
insulted you know - just because Integrity or O.L.C. or whoever (you 
probably don’t like too many of these old style “generic” “hardcore” 
bands) don’t sing about homosexuality or saving this or that, doesn’t 
mean they don’t give a shit about these things - wake up! I really don’t 
think they care who dates who or who is what nationality - don’t be so 
quick to judge. Not that it matters, but Dwid from Integrity does do a 
lot - he didn’t come from “nice” environment that so many of you 
“hardcore” kids came from (including me) did - you get the shit kicked 
out of you by your parents and see how much you want to talk about 
your sexuality. Everybody comes from different backgrounds - it is an 
insult to most true hardcore kids (ooh - am I being a macho nazi) to call 
members of O.L.C. nazi’s or this or that when if you didn’t open your 
mouth or computer you might have found out that O.L.C. has a gay 
member - so what? It’s fine if you don’t like the music or whatever - 
and you can keep the hardcore name. I don’t get offended when people 
talk about cancer in a joking manner or death in general - but I guess I 
could cuz my mom died 5 years ago from breast cancer. I’m sure you 
get harassed about being with a guy and those people can fuck off - 
they can die along with everyone else like that - But you’ve picked the 
wrong people to pursue in your crusade. And no the Integrity 7” is all 
new songs and I like them - not everyone else is like you - hardcore is 
about being yourself, voicing your opinion, being loyal to yourself - and 
giving the middle finger to society - that my view of it - and to me 
O.L.C. and Integrity is what hardcores all about - not computers and 
taking the word fag - literally - you know that is a stupid word “but it is 
usually used.at heterosexuals!” 

Write back if you wish - some jock clevo hardcore kid. 

p.s. I used to buy your zine, but must refrain from doing so 
since I like some Victory bands (no not Earth Crisis or Snapcase) and 
you are another example why hardcore/punk has lost it’s threat and 
become the next hippie movement - all well - a dumb hardcore nazi 
jock kid. 


p.s.s. Systems Overload - as you call it - was Integrity’s 4th 
Record - get your facts straight. 

Jim Pfeiffer 

6310 Hampstead Ave 

Parma, OH 44129 


Dear Jim, 

If I had nothing better to do with my life I could write a 
really long reply to this letter, but as it is it took me about an hour to 
decipher your handwriting and type this crap in, so I will just make 
three main points to you and our readers. 

Firstly I want to point out to everyone reading this that I 
typed in the letter exactly as it was written. Bad grammar, no 
paragraph breaks and sentences that make no sense at all. The only 
changes I made were to bold out the names of the bands, which is 
standard format here at Retrogression. 

Secondly I have no idea what the fuck you were talking about 
for most of this letter. I don’t think you read my zine at all, ever. For 
one thing if you had you would realize that a lot of the things you 
assume about me in here are not true, especially the type of music I 
listen to (most of which is old Youth Crew style hardcore). Perhaps 
you read a flyer with my name on it going around Cleveland. Well, I’ll 
let everyone know right now, not only did I not write that flyer, I’ve 
never even seen it. I have no idea what it says I just know it got a lot 
of people pissed off. I don’t know who wrote it or why they wrote it in 


my name but if that is what you saw then realize it is a forgery. I have 
no problem with Integrity, in fact “For Those Who Fear Tomorrow” is 
one of my favorite hardcore records of all time. I’ve had a few long 
interesting conversations with Lisa from Dark Empire Records and 
I've heard a lot of good things about Dwid. I never mentioned 
anything about “Systems Overload” that I can remember, since I have 
only heard the damned thing once. I never called O.L.C. “jew-haters” 
although I have quoted their own words which talk about 
“underdeveloped 3rd world minds, within the underdeveloped 3rd 
world nations” and their anti-immigrant lyrics which state “don’t 
come over here - we don’t need or want you - a country for Americans 
- vultures won't rule - in your rat land - you belong and rot - D.P. 
worthless scums:- should all die enraged.” If that is what hardcore is 
to-you, fine, keep it, I sure as fuck don’t want any part of it. 

. Thirdly and finally, as to me making hardore/punk not be a 
threat.. which do you think is more threatening, me debunking the 
Chlorine Chemistry Council’s propaganda for four million viewers on 
the EnviroLink network, or O.L,C. sitting around their living room 
eating ding dongs and making prank phone calls? 

-Dave 


A really, really, really long letter. But I like it 


Dave, 


I just finished reading issue #11 of your zine and it was so 


great I’ thought I should write to tell you, especially since you don’t 
. seem to get a lot of positive responses. That surprises and saddens me 
as I realize most people, including punks, would rather not think. I 
loved your zine for several reasons - the format is easy to read, your 
personality/sense of humor comes through and made me laugh many 
times, it’s full of great information, and it made me think. That’s what 
really makes a zine, or anything else, worthwhile - it’s ability to 
provoke thought or feeling. 

You may want to mention to Randall, who does the vegan 
article, that I’ve discussed the vitamin B-12 problem with my doctor, 
who is a vegetarian, and he says the latest news he’s heard through his 
medical journals is that vegetarians don’t need B-12. It’s only 
important function is to help the body digest meat. If a person doesn’t 
eat meat, the person isn’t getting B-12, but the person doesn’t need B- 
12. He says the lack of B-12 leading to insanity has been in people 
who ate meat and their bodies used the vitamin improperly and caused 
deficiencies in several areas. But going from a vegetarian diet to a 
meat eating diet can be dangerous and can make you sick, it should be 
done carefully and gradually. 

Your “letterbombs” section is a very good idea. It’s a shame 
that you actually have to write protest letters for people, but at least it’s 
getting a few more letters sent. (Maybe if you gave people addressed 
and stamped envelopes...) I write letters to companies and politicians 
and I was never sure that it made even the slightest difference, but I 
recently got a response from Congressman Murtha. Of course it was a 
bullshit form letter and he kept referring to me as “Mr. Casey” (I’m 
female) I saw that he does care about what the public thinks because 
it’s the public’s opinion that keeps him in his position. The letter he 
was responding to was one about animals being used for testing by the 
military. He even said “Congress is paying more and more attention to 
animal protection and the regular input from citizens throughout the 
nation is the key reason.” I doubt that he personally cares that the 
defense department was doing head injury research on monkeys, but he 
wrote ati amendment (that passed) to end that research because of 
public pressure. If only more people took the time to write on more 
issues... 

Your article on straightedge was very good and I’m going to 
make sure several people I know read it [why am I getting images of 
people being strapped down with toothpicks under their eyelids 
and forced to read my zine while Beethoven plays in the 


background? - ed.]. Almost all of the straightedge kids I know are not 
very consistent with their beliefs but are very preachy and self- 
righteous about them anyway. I understand that a lot of them are 
confused kids who need to figure out what they really believe and 
maybe your article will help them. Things would be so much easier if 
we didn’t have labels like straight edge to put on each other and 
ourselves. We should all be able to do whatever is right for us at the 
time, without worrying about what we’re called. Brian mentioned how 
he felt SxE is about making positive changes in life. I never considered 
that before and it’s odd because many straightedge kids I know are very 


negative, while I consider myself a very positive person even though I ~ 


occasionally drink/use drugs. I don’t see drugs/alcohol as negative 
unless they are being used in negative ways. 

I appreciate the information on 3rd parties and I’ve written to 
several to get their propaganda. Before the last Congressional 
elections, I had planned on never voting. I felt that any vote is a vote 
for the system and I don’t want to give their system any validity. But 
after seeing the conservatives take over last election, I realized though 
it comes down to a choice of the lesser of the evils I would rather have 
the less evil choice. I doubt I’d ever vote for either of the two major 
parties, so it is unlikely that anyone I vote for would win an election, so 
I wonder how much my vote does matter.... Even if it doesn’t count 
for much it’s better than doing nothing. By voting for a 3rd party, I'll 
at least be stating my discontent with the way things are. So thanks for 
the addresses, I'll son be sorting through their information, trying to 
find one I hate the least. 

Aus-Rotten is one of my favorite bands and I enjoyed the 
interview you did with them. You asked interesting questions, I love 
hearing a band’s response to what they do in their every-day lives to act 
on what they sing about. 

I also wanted to comment on two articles in your 
squarepegroundhole, the ones about the abortion and rape. First, it is 
great that you are able to write honestly about these issues, especially 
the rape. So few people acknowledge that a man can be raped, by 
writing about it you help more people understand that it does happen. 
Exposing people to the existence of a problem is the first step towards 
getting help and support groups for men. Have you ever considered 
getting together with other male rape survivors to make some positive 
changes? 

When I read the beginning of your abortion article, I could 
understand why some readers would have found your comment racist. 
The rape did, at first, appear to be a hypothetical situation. You 
writing is often sarcastic and includes a lot of untrue statements used 
for a bitterly humorous effect, so it is easy to see how the statement 
could’ ve been seen as hypothetical. It became obvious (to me) that it 
actually did happen because you went on to discuss if it was scarier and 
gave it a sense of time, saying it was less recent so it seemed less 
frightening. But if someone didn’t realize that and thought the 
situation was hypothetical, I can see why they would think it was a 
racist statement. [recently got into the discussion with someone over a 
similar type of thing. She was talking about the policy at the store 
where she works that states if an unarmed person shoplifts from the 
store, it is the responsibility of the male employee to go after and 
apprehend the shoplifter. She justified this by saying, “If a huge black 
man stole something I wouldn’t want to or even be able to catch him.” 
I felt that describing this hypothetical criminal as black was a sign of 
her racism. Making the shoplifter big and male implies that he would 
be physically stronger than her and would cause her fear. But making 
this hypothetical person black shouldn’t have any relevance to the 
situation. It seems she described the person as black, because, to her, it 
implies something bad that is to be feared. I understand that when you 
described your rapist as being black, you did so because it was a fact 
and there’s nothing racist about that, but describing a hypothetical 
criminal as being black can be. 
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Well, those are just some of the thoughts that I had. Thanks 
for putting out such an interesting and entertaining zine. I hope you 
keep with it, I'll be looking forward to the next issue. 

Breen Casey 
329 Charles Lane 
Uniontown PA 15401 


Dear Mr. Casey (teehee) 

Thanks for writing. I think that’s one of the longest letters I 
have ever gotten related to Retrogression (or any of the other stuff I 
have done, Vigilance Records, The Vigilance Freezine, CRUSADE! or 
Research fanzine). J think I might have gotten longer letters from a 
woman named Cathy Mills in Australia but that’s about it. Thanks for 
your massive and insightful commentary. If only there were more 
people like you. You’re right, I don’t get a lot of positive feedback. 
Generally I get angry calls or letters from people who didn’t like their 
reviews or something like that. I’ve noticed that people generally only 
write to singers of bands and cute girls. I can only imagine how much 
mail singers of bands who are cute girls get. 

I'll mention the B-12 issue to Randall, but he’s already 
insane so I guess he doesn’t have to worry about it ©! I don’t know 
enough about it to be honest. I’ve been vegetarian for a couple of years 
(about 5 or 6 I think) but I’m one of those lazy bad veggies that only 
eats pasta. Speaking of which, I need to go buy some. Unfortunately, 
Randall is too busy with his new job as a sell out to The Man to write a 
veganism article for this last issue, which means we'll have to fill up 
those empty spaces with more insults of Victory Records and obscure 
references to Blood In.. Blood Out (J wonder how many people will 
watch that movie just because of this zine ?). 

I’m glad you liked the letterbombs. That and the “Who 
Guards The Guardians” is the essence of what Iam about. While I feel 
that any movement does need people to “inspire it” (i.e. artists, 
writers, singers etc.) and needs to do something to keep certain issues 
in the public eye (i.e. “I’m Pro-Choice and I Vote” bumper stickers) I 
think too many people end it there. Everyone wants to be the superstar 
on stage talking about environmentalism (and getting lots of 
attention/money/sex) but nobody, or damned few, want to be the ones 
down in the trenches making things happen. Ah well. Luckily there are 
people like you around that take some action, if only there were 
more... 

The strange thing about letterbombs is that even people I 
know who commend me on that section and agree with the causes I am 
writing for rarely send the letters. When I used to do CRUSADE! zine 
I would print it on plain white paper and have the address centered on 
the back so all you had to do was cut out that page, fold it and put a 
stamp on it. Even then few people did it. Oh well. 

I’m glad you liked The Straightedge Manifesto. That title 
still cracks me up. I am drug free and have wavered on the whole 
“straight edge” thing. I have never done drugs but I have never really 
liked labels. Ironically enough, I think the thing that pushed me back 
into calling myself straightedge was the large flux of scenesters saying 
“I take the lifestyle, not the label” and refusing to X-up anymore 
because it is “childish”, or more to the point, because none of the 
other ébullition-loving scenesters were doing it. Yes, I pick on 
ebullition a lot, but don’t get the wrong idea. I’m glad Kent does it 
and has managed to get some political messages out to the sXe 
community (even though I don’t like the musical style of most of the 
records I have heard off of that label in along time). I’m also glad he 
keeps his prices low and is obviously doing this for the love of it. But I 
hate all the mindless trendy sXe kids who regurgitate that propaganda 
without thinking. It worries me that my zine is getting big enough that 
people might do the same with me. Oh well. Anyway, back to the 
originat point. I think x-ing up can be a good thing, so kids who are 
druggfree don’t feel so alienated. Believe it or not there is an 
incredible amount of pressure on kids to drink and such, although 


most of it is unintentional and very subtle. I think a large part of sXe 
is a reaction to that pressure and alienation. However, many sxe kids 
do what many misguided young feminists or others do. They take an 
incredibly complex web of pressure and blame individuals for it. Sxe 
kids hate drinking and people who drink because of the shit they go 
through for not drinking. Some (usually younger) feminists hate the 
shit the have to go through as women so they take it out on individual 
men. I think standing up for who you are is a great thing, whether you 
are drug-free, female, queer, non-monogamous, religious or anything 
else. I just think that too often that becomes hatred of people who are 
not part of your group.. 

I think Brian’s comment about sxe being positive shows how 
old he is. A lot of younger straightedgers and punks know of sXe only 
through bands like Earth Crisis while Brian and I came to know 
straightedge through bands like Gorilla Biscuits or Insted. What that 
boils down to is thinking of straightedge as “the firestorm to purify” or 
in terms of “you and me.. we'll make the difference!” Most of the old 
sXe bands did not sing about beating up people who were different, and 
they didn’t play bad heavy metal. They played fast energetic stuff and 
talked about making a positive change in the world. Granted, some 
took the somewhat elitist line that you’ll “get the most” out of life if 
you are drug free, or that you will have a bigger impact on the world if 
you are drug free (and therefore have a clear head with which to 
organize and carry through plans of action towards social change) - 
neither of which are necessarily true. I don’t believe that being drug 
free automatically makes you get more out of life, doing drugs can be a 
way of exploring, although I think more, or rather most of the time it is 
just a way to party. But then again so is going to a straightedge show 
and dancing. Just more ways to party. I will come out and say that I 
do believe that a large number of people who do drugs have a problem 
with them, especially younger people, but I am not willing to 
compromise the freedom of people who can and do use them well in 
order to save the others from themselves. Plus, the libertarian in me 
can not abide by the thought of saving anyone from themselves, 
because who am I to say they need “Saving?” That is their decision. 
Anyway, I think Brian’s comment did not mean that you would be a 
more positive person if you were straightedge, but that you cannot 
really consider yourself straightedge unless you are a positive person. 
What I mean by this is that it’s not enough just to be drug free but still 
be ajerk to everyone and steal and beat people up and destroy people’s 
property and all the others shit I always here sXe kids brag about. At 
worst being positive means living your own life in a way that doesn’t 
hurt other people (and yes, the people you “scam” or those who’s 
property you “tag” or windows you break or the girls you treat like a 
piece of meat are people you are hurting). At best being positive 
means.. well, the shit I do. Being active and trying to make a major 
change in the world. Being positive has nothing to do with whether or 
not you do drugs, it has to do with how you live and how you treat 
other people. I could be wrong on what I am assuming Brian meant, 
and I am sure if I am he will write to you to clarify it. But since he did 
not move out to Pittsburgh as planned I can not ask him. 

I’m glad you liked the third parties article. It seems that of 
all the work I have done on zines over the past four years or so the only 
articles people ever mention is the “how to perform cunnilingus” 
article from research #3 and the straightedge manifesto and the Pat 
Buchannan piece from last issue. While the Buchannan piece was 
political it was very... simple. It was a simplification of racism down 
to black & white, right and wrong. I think people like that because it 
allows them to demonize an obvious target like Buchannan or David 
Duke or Strom Thurmond while ignoring the much more subtle forms 
of racism and sexism all around them, that generally they contribute 
to. Most of the more complex articles lose people’s interest 
immediately. I would encourage you and every other person to vote. 
You may think you have no effect, but look at the swing to the right of 
politics since the Christian Coalition was formed in 1988. They have 


an effect because they convince all their members that their vote does 
count. Sure, if you always vote for a small party you may never elect a 
president or even a member of the Senate or House at the federal level. 
But you may elect a Green Mayor, a Libertarian city councilperson or 
a Reform party state Rep. This will have as much effect on your life as 
who is on Capitol Hill. In addition, if you show that you care about 
Green issues the other party politicians will make concessions to you 
in order to win your vote. The libertarians are the largest third party, 
and much of their rhetoric is used in congress. Perot captured a good 
chunk of the presidential vote-in 1992 and his economic issues have 
been addressed. 

Thanks for liking the interview too. I am sort of torn on the 
subject of interviews. For the most part I never read interviews in 
zines. I read them if I am friends with the band or maybe the 
interviewer. If it is a band I like I may scan it quickly to see I there are 
any interesting questions (there usually aren’t. I keep seeing the same 
ones... “how did you get your name?” “how was your tour?” or the 
time honored “what are your biggest influences?”) and if there are I 
might read it. So for the most part I do not want to put in an interview. 
But then I have come to grips with the fact that most people want 
entertainment, not thought. The question I am most asked about my 
zine when I try to sell it to someone is “who’s in it” not “what's in it?” 
People will not buy a zine unless it has music in it, or it is sold by a 
girl. Not being a girl I opted to do interviews. I try to only interview 
bands that have a lot to say, instead of interviewing whoever comes 
through town. I also only interview bands I know a lot about and can 
ask really good questions of. Too bad labels don’t seem to understand 
that, because I keep getting asked to interview (i.e. promote) their 
bands. Oh well. As a side note, since being back in Pittsburgh over 
the last couple of days I have heard from some fairly reliable sources 
that Aus Rotten have broken up ®. I have not talked to any of the 
kids in the band yet so I can’t say that for sure though. 

As to the two pieces in‘sprh, I’ve gotten a lot less response 
from them than I thought I would. I think male-male sexual assault is 
an issue most of the world is afraid to face. We all contribute to 
sexism every day and one of the cornerstones of modern sexism is the 
idea that men are all strong and feel no pain. Not many people want to 
challenge that. “Traditional values” people don’t, victim feminists 
don’t, people who say it is a male’s job to go after a shoplifter don’t (I 
wonder if the men in that store get paid more for having that extra 


task. Probably not). The Army doesn’t. Weak annoying women who | 


want someone to support them don’t. No one will challenge that, and 
therefore no one will accept that aman can really be raped, because as 
we all know, men are strong enough to fight back. I obviously “wanted 
it” because I’m a man and could have fought harder. Oh well. 
That’s about it for me. Thanks again for writing, it’s nice to 
get positive feedback and an in-depth view of my zine, instead of a 
comment on one sentence out of the entire 88 pages. I hope you like 
our final issue as much as you did our previous ones. 
-Dave 


Sometimes I forget how stupid I think 
everyone is, then someone reminds me. 


hey, 

I finally picked up a copy of the "WARNING, MAY 
PROVOKE THOUGHT" ISSSUE #6", and a column that you wrote in 
their really touched home (the squarepegroundhole", the one about 
stupid kids fucking up shows") The same sort of things happened in 
one of my favorite restaurants in Boston, a great Chinese Vegan place 
called Buddha’s Delight in which, in addition to incredible food 
(they've won all sorts of awards for it), the people are completely 
respectful regardless of how big their customer's mowhawks/dreads/ ear 
spacers are. However, a while back some stupid fucking straightedge 


kids took it on themselves to show their appreciation for the restaurant 
by graffitings the bathroom, sticking some anti-cigarette sticker on the 
towel rack, some various graffiti on the wall along w/ the name of a 
local sxe HC band (of course with the xs around the beginning and end 
of the name, actually standing for X-tremely stupid). The fact that kids 
would do this pisses me off, not just because it is my favorite restaurant 
but because there is absolutely NO reason or motive behind this other 
than sheer stupidity. 
oh well, just my 2 cents, 
Pete - crustboy @bu.edu 


Peter Peter Pumkin Eater, 

I always find it kind of funny when people write a letter to me 
about something I wrote in an old issue and I wrack my brain thinking 
“what the fuck are they talking about?” Especially with the sprh stuff 
because that’s not something I put a lot of work into like the bigger 
articles, it’s just stuff that comes out when I am really angry or sad or 
happy or some extreme emotion. I don’t remember writing about 
stupid kids fucking up shows for issue #10, I said something oe it in 
issue #11 I think. 

I’ve seen that sort of thing all over. In Worcester a lib 
stopped having hardcore shows because the “RISE” (Rhode Island 
Straightedge crew) kids would tag all over the place. Here in 
Pittsburgh most clubs won’t have shows because of similar types of 
incidents. Punk is about being yourself, yes, but not at the expense of 
others. Punk is about rejecting mainstream society yes, but not about 
hurting those that are helping you. I dunno. There is a great 
institution here in Pittsburgh called the REA coffeehouse. It’s a free 
coffeehouse held in the basement of a dorm (the dorm is called REA 
and I do not know what it stands for) at a local private college. Kids 
of all ages can come in and see bands play for free and drink coffee for 
free and just hang out. It’s great. But for some reason asshole ” punk” 
kids (read - high school idiots who want to look just like Rancid cuz 
that’s cool this year) constantly do things that endanger the place and 
may cause it to get shut down. They break coffeecups, they sneak in 
alcohol even though PA has very very strict laws on drinking and if the 
cops find alcohol at an all-ages show they can shut the place down. 
Pat from Anti-Flag, myself and this kid Mike volunteer as “bouncers” 
of a sort now, which should be completely unnecessary if these kids 
cared at all about the punk scene. The worst incident occurred the first 
time I went to a show there, where the girl who runs it, who is just a 
student at.the school, had brought down a radio to play music in 
between bands. Some doped up asshole stole it. This girl does 
everyone a favor by organizing this coffeehouse and she gets repaid by 
having her shit stolen? Fucking nice. Luckily the radio got found, 
actually by my friend Thad as we were getting into his car. I think it’s 
really good that he noticed the kid with it instead of me, because he is a 
very nice guy and handled the situation a lot more diplomatically than 
I would have. 

I actually made a flier about that because I was so pissed off. 


‘The flier was supposed to appear in issue #11 but we didn’t have room. 


We might reprint it in this issue. It is also going to be included in the 
artwork for the new Anti-Flag CD, which I think is pretty rocking. 
Anyway, that’s my little story. The world is filled with 
assholes who can’t think of anyone or anything but themselves and 
their immediate needs. What we need to do is start confronting these 
people when they do this shit, tell them that endangering our scene is 
not acceptable. We can’t really afford to look the other way anymore, 
or pretty soon the only places to have shows at all are big rockstar 
clubs that charge $15 a head so they can afford to hire a staff to clean 
up after all the losers in the crowd. 
- Dave 


- 


Ok, I think I should start an anti-rancid fan-club. 
Who wants to join? 


So, I see you had a Rancid encounter as well. This seems to 
be a gtowing trend. It is four a.m. so I will be brief. Rancid was 
playing a show in lovely Pensacola, Florida and as usual they went into 
their boring ass, macho, bullshit excuse for a performance filled with 
such intelligent statements as; "Yeah', and "Let's go", fairly original. In 
any case I, along with a friend of mine, felt the need to shout, "Rock 
On!" and other rock related phrases corresponding directly with the 
intelligence level of the band. All of a sudden Lint/Tim/Jerk off yells, 
"oo sed dat, 00 sed dat, coward, coward!". Looking back I should have 
stepped forward and simply stated, "I said that and your band is acting 
like a bunch of 12 year old shit asses." But I was still absorbed in the 
fact that two guys from one of the most amazing bands in 
history(OPIV) were turning out to be the biggest fucking morons, so I 
just stood there chuckling at the unabashed idiocy before me. At this 
point the band plays another song (what does it matter they are all the 
same anyway) and their roadie runs up and pins my friend to the wall 
saying that the whole bands going to kick his ass. Anyway there is 
more to say but I just realized I want to go to sleep. Your zine is good 
by the way.(how descriptive) 

goodbye, 
Wes C. <Tgrossi@aol.com> 


Wes 

Yup, Rancid just about suck. I remember when I first wrote 
about how much I hated them in 1994 or so, right after “Let’s Go” 
came out and everyone was telling me how great they were. Well they 
all soon learned.. The really funny thing is a few months after that I 
was really suicidal and I was writing to the punk-list (punk- 
list@cs.tut.fi) about it and Bob Conrad wrote to me and said “you 
can’t kill yourself Dave, I hate Rancid because of you.” I fuckin’ love 
Bob. 


-Dave 


Yet another letter, and I’m running 
out of funny little headings to use. 


Hi Dave! 

First of all, I’d like to say that I love you zine. Although you 
won’t admit it, I’m sure you’ ve heard it a million times. I’m fairly new 
to the scene as I’ve only been around a year. Of all the zines I’ve read, 
I think Retrogression #10/Warning May Provoke Thought #6 and 
Retrogression #11 have been the best. I am not one of those people 
who picks up a zine and says “uhhh, too many words.” As a matter of 
fact, I am usually dissatisfied with the writing in zines. I’m more of a 
“uhhh, too many pictures” kind of person. I would have bought your 
zine before if I had seen it :-), Not to slam Brian or anything, but I just 
skimmed most of his stuff. I love reading squarepegroundhole. So that 
was the part where I praise you and pretend my opinion really matters. 

You mentioned in Warning : May Provoke Thought #6 that 
you were thinking of going into the Peace Corps. I plan to do the same 
after I graduate from college, so if your plans to do so become more 
definite, I’d really like to hear more about it. You know, how you 
applied, where you are going, what it’s like, etc. etc. etc. 

Regarding the letter you wrote to Stefan in Belgium, I am 
afraid I am going to have to voice my opinion on the whole Epitaph 
advertisement issue. I have not been informed of the problem with 
Epitaph, so I don’t really have an opinion on the label itself. (If you 
could fill me in, I’d be grateful!) But let me say this. In Warning : 
May Provoke Thought #6, regarding the Resistance Records ad in The 
Pit, you wrote “...let them know that if they are supporting Nazi’s, we 
will not support them.” Then in your letter to Stefan, you said “So if 


Epitaph wants to pay me to run their ad, fine... it doesn’t mean I 
support them, it means they support me.” Maybe I misunderstood, but 
isn’t all this kind of contradictory? 

The following is a question I ask sXe’ers all across the 
country. The consumption of caffeine seems to be an issue within the 
straight edge community. Many people J have talked to online say that 
real sXeers don’t consume caffeine, but nobody in xchex-town lives by 
this rule. As a matter of fact, we spend much of our time at Dunkin 
Donuts drinking... you guessed it... coffee. How do you feel about this? 

I found it really ironic that one day you had a bunch of overly 
pe girls bashing you for saying some guy is black, and then the next day 
you’re being harassed because you are speaking out against Resistance 
Records. “you were right Johnny. You can’t win no matter what you . 
do!” (I love Dirty Dancing1) 

In reading portions of your zine, especially squarepeg- 
roundhole, I also found that you and I share many of the same opinions 
on many issues apart from the typical scene-type pc ones. More 
specifically: 
¢ Jama hugslut too! I had never heard it referred to as that before 

until I read it in squarepegroundhole, but it is definitely me. I 
will do anthing to get a guy to hold me. Well, not anything, but 
you know what I mean. but I don’t know many affectionate guys, 
so I guess I’m more of a wanna-be. 

e I live for Morningstar Farms Chik-Patties. Have you ever had the 
Grillers? I like to put bar-b-que sauce on them and grill them. 
Yummy! Doesn't taste like a hamburger, so it’s good. 

e I think the scariest thing I ever saw you write was a portion of My 
Girlfriend Had An Abortion and All I got Was This Lousy T-shirt. 
You wrote two paragraphs on having children, selfishness, settling 
down, and adoption. The scary part was that much of what you 
said has come out of my mouth MANY times. I do not plan to 
raise a family, but if I change my mind, I WILL Adopt. Of course, 
this doesn’t make my mother very happy, and she says I'll change 
my mind, but I really believe in it. I just hope I don’t become 
ignorant and forget about what’s right and moral and selfish as I 
get older, you know? 

This may sound really stupid, but what does “sic” mean? 
What exactly do you do in Food Not Bombs? 

Wow, I guess this letter is kind of long. I hope you don’t 
mind. I know I asked a lot of questions, and I hope you have time to 
reply. I look forward to hearing from you! 

Stay Cool! 

- Jenn Turco 
10 Hart Road 
Chelmsford MA 01824-4343 


Jenn, 

Listen up, here’s the deal (before you get behind the wheel, 
buckle up before you go man, you’re stupid if you don’t). Ok, there’s a 
lot of questions in here, so I will try to go through them all for you. 

Firstly, no, I have not heard people say they loved my zine a 
million times. If everyone loved Retrogression there would not still be 
a couple crates of issue #10 in my basement. The.fact is that usually 
people come to my distro table and ask me if I am selling shirts, and 
then maybe look at the 7”s and rarely ever look at the zines at all. 
Most kids into punk and hardcore are no smarter or better than the 
mainstream losers they purport to hate. In fact, I’ve probably gotten 
more response to this zine from kids who do not consider themselves a 
part of the punk/hardcore scene than I have from those that do. In the 
end most people are just going to want to look cool for their friends 
and listen to hard music but that is where punk ends for them. I’m 
glad you like my zine and that you are maybe different from the rest of 
the hardcore flock, but the fact of the matter is that I have not heard 
anything about my zine a million times. 

As far as the Peace Corps goes, the information is out there. 
There is a newsgroup called bit.org.peace_corps or something to that 


effect, mostly different Peace Corps volunteers sharing their 
experiences and stories. It can get funny sometimes, there was a long 
discussion about English words that were swears in other languages. 
Apparently zucchini is Arabic for penis. Dole is Persian for penis, 
which is causing problems for Iranian papers trying to report on the 
US Presidential race. The Peace Corps also has a homepage, and if 
all that fails just send an SASE for some info to Peace Corps, 1990 K 
Street NW, Washington DC 20526. I'll tell you this, they need people 
who speak foreign languages and have degrees in agriculture or 
business. With a liberal arts degree you’re pretty much fucked. It also 
takes a long LONG time to get placed through the Peace Corps. Your 
best bet if you really really want to go right out of college is to contact 
the Peace Corps recruiter during your freshmen year, maybe they will 
have something for you by the time you graduate. 

As far as Epitaph vs. Resistance, I don’t think you can 
compare the two. Sure, I think a lot of Epitaph bands are really boring 
and play crappy music, but Resistance is a specifically white-Power 
label that promotes racism and violence. 

As far as caffeine goes, basically you are illustrating a big 
problem I have with straightedge. The way you are talking you are 
making it sound as if there are “rules” to sXe and people should give 
up caffeine so they can be sXe. Personally I think it is ridiculous. 
Straightedge did not start as an “I’m more pure than you” contest, it 


started as a reaction to the pressure to be a nihilistic junkie in the punk . 


scene. I go through cycles where I try to cut coffee out of my diet 
because of the human rights conditions in some of the major coffee- 
producing countries like Guatemala, but that has nothing to do with 
being sXe, it has to do with being a decent human being. 

I made up the word Hugslut. It’s trademarked and you owe 
me a quarter for every time you use it, including the time in this letter. 
Pay up. 

I don’t eat Morningstar Farms products that often. They are 


RETROGRESSION FANZI 


the first pound, §.50 for each atlditional pound.o 
ity for the first.2 2 wounts plas a $1 for each at 


( jag POBOX14636, BAINESVILLE. F132604- 4636 


oe ¢g 


too expensive. my diet consists mostly of Peanut Butter & Jelly 
sandwiches and pasta, which is about all I can afford, since the little 
bit of money I get goes to printing this fucking thing. 

sic is short for something in Latin, I’m not sure what. 
Basically it is used when you are copying something someone wrote 
and they made a spelling or grammatical error. You put it in to show 
that you recognize the error and it was not a typo on your part, but 
part of whatever you are quoting. 

See the article entitled “Now It’s Your Turn” to find out what 
I do in Food Not Bombs. 

That’s it, thanks for writing. It’s late. I’m going to sleep. 

- Dave 


Chickadee 


Dave, 

Hallo...its chickadee. i was just reading over the June issue 
of Retrogression before i handed it over to one of the art profs here. I 
just had a bunch of random comments to make...:) 

The Green Party--i am encouraging people who are thinking 
about voting for Clinton and the Democrats to vote Green Party. 
Although i have a lot of problems with Ralph Nader, i think there are a 
lot of positive changes that can be made by voting for the Greens. First 
of all, i obviously don't think the Greens are going to make it to the 
presidency. Not in this race, not it 2000, and it won't be probably .for 
many years. In my own head, getting ppl to take a 'risk' and vote Green 
is a step towards realization that our polytricks system needs more than 
a reform here. Battling corporate welfare is a good first step, but its 
capitalism that has got to go. And with it, this oligarchy that we call 
‘democracy’. (ugh i'm trying to write everything in the 15 mins i have 
before din din). 

People aren't reborn revolutionaries overnight...i know i 
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wasn't. i was a Green about 4 yrs ago...and i think what i was 
introduced to then did a lot to foster more radical beliefs and critical 
thinking about what a freer, more just, and more democratic society 
will be based on. 

Oh...what got me to writing about the Greens. In your Third 
Party Politics article, you are deeply suspicious of their emphasis on 
education. i haven't read their whole national program, but what i think 
they are trying to say is that they support theories and practice of 
multicultural education and critical pedagogy. i can give you some 
good references on this if you want. One would be Peter McLaren's 
"Multicultural Education, Critical Pedagogy, and the Politics of 
Difference." 

Ok...now a quick rant about RATM. i started to read your 
piece on Rage, then found that the Aus Rotten interview had direct 
relevance. 

So here is my diatribe. 

i bought the Rage album when it first came out. i can't say 
i've ever really listened to them before (in fact only once...summer 
painting job a few yrs ago...odd story). But i had heard a lot about 
them, their politics, selling out to a major label, etc. i paid the $13 and 
surprisingly, i really liked their music. : 

i have to disagree with you that Rage are not just another PC 
trend-ite (my own word :) band looking for the ‘cause-du-jour’. Yeah, 
they are on a major label, but i don't think they've toned down their 
message at all. In fact, i think they are even more politically radical 
and mature than before. 

Ok...since i'm pressed for time, the rest of this is going to be 
choppy and sort of organized into points i'm trying to make. Sorry... 

1) Selling Out: DIY vs Big time money 

Yes, Rage has sold out to a major label. But i don't think this 
is as bad as most people think. Sure, Sony is making loads of money 
off of them, but i think if you are going to go major, Epic is not a bad 
label to turn to. Look at the CD comp "Home Alive", which was 
produced on Epic. Now you have bands like Tribe 8, TCHKUNGI], and 
spoken word by people like Jello Biafra--all on this Sony label. These 
aren't my idea of people who are sell-outs. And Home Alive seems like 
an organization I could support wholeheartedly. Likewise, the Indigo 
Girls are on Epic. Sure they aren't fiery anarchists, but i like their 
music, i like that they are active in issues of politics, social justice, 
native rights, environment, etc. And i think they have done more than 
just pose as PC trend-ites. 

i will not deny to anyone that i came from a privileged 
background. My father is a doctor, and i enjoy the benefits from that. i 
think it would be foolish for me to chuck it all for grandiose anarchist 
dogma. b/c of my background, i've been able to get a good education in 
high school and college. But more than that, i think that my 
background gave me the opportunity to become radicalized...to be able 
to read various books and magazines rather than have to work all day 
long. Its given me the time to do activism like FNB over the summer, 
to go to various gatherings, rallies, and demos...well you get the point. 
Like Bakunin said, it is the Lumpenproletariat (like disenchanted 
youth/students from the bourgeois, as well as the landless peasants, 
etc...as opposed to the industrial working class) who will be the 
catalyst for revolution. 

Anyway, about Rage. Yeah, maybe they are making quite a 
bit of money. But to say that they are blowing it all on big houses and 
fancy cars would, i think, probably be misleading. From what i've 
heard, they have done, and continue to do, their fair share of rabble- 
rousing (i guess they went down to Chiapas for a good bit...and became 
involved with the Zapatistas). 

2) (this is getting long!) Sending out a political msg isn't 
worth selling out. 

Sure there are a lot of trend-ites buying and listening to Rage. 
Sure some of them are frat boys (sickest thing i've ever seen was frat 
boys blasting Rage at their house...if only listened to the lyrics). But to 
criticize them for not having a lasting effect on the youth that are their 


fans. But i would argue the same about Aus Rotten. Dave from Aus 
Rotten admitted that their politics reach only a few people. But its not 
b/c Aus Rotten isn't being radical enough...or are toning down their 
lyrics. Unfortunately, it takes a lot to reach the youth...even punks. 
And I think the same holds true with Rage...its not that they are toning 
down their politics in their music, its that the audience could most 
times, care less. A couple weeks ago, our school had an activities fair 
where various orgs tabled. i was down there helping the enviro group 
and Amnesty Internatl and noticed a couple of kids in Rage T-shirts. 
They would be passing by or idling and i would start talking to them. 

Me: "Hey, i like your shirt." 

Him (always a him): "Thanks...you like Rage?” 

Me: (hesitantly) "Ya...but mostly i dig their politics." 

Him: "Oh." 

Me (using the skills learned in Spanish class): "Yeah, i 
support the Zapatistas...and have been involved in teh campaign to free 
Mumia Abu-Jamal." 

Him: Oh. 

(awkward silence) 

So i got to thinking, this should be an opportunity for leftist 
activists to introduce various issues (like Mumia, the Zapatistas, 
political prisoners, immigration laws, etc.) to the youth via Rage. 

i don't think that its the fault of Rage that the youth aren't 
being politicized by their music, i think its up to activists to seize upon 
the opportunity to expand the ranks of the left. 

3) Rage: posers or revolutionaries? 

i like a lot of what Rage has to say. But at the same time, 
they seem to be doing a lot of learning and explorations of politics...and 
i think they still have some political maturing to do (not to say that I 
don't!). One thing that pops into mind is their support of Refuse & 
Resist!, an organization that does a lot of good work, but unfortunately 
has ties to the Revolutionary Corhmunist Party. R&R! is an org that 
Rage supports, which baffles me a bit. Of course, if you ever look at 
their Evil Empire album insert...you'll find a whole pile of Marxist 
writings. And you'll also find the Anarchists Cookbook there too, 
which any sane anarchist would tell you has about zilch to do with 
anarchism. But still, i think they are.on the right track ( i hear one of 
the guitarists was influenced by Joe Hill, Wobbly folk singer) and i 
think their grasp of political theory and practice is about as good as 
most punk bands. they have done a lot of work to support the 
Zaptistas, and have been active in the Free Mumia campaign. They 
have done benefits for animal rights, Tibet freedom, and Leonard 
Peltier. 

4...kinda...well my final rambling thoughts) 

While i am an anarchist and a hard core activist (at least i 
hope to think i am), i am no expert on punk. But i think the punk 
community should be less quick to be judgmental about Rage. I guess 
maybe it doesn't matter a whole lot what punks say about Rage, but i 
think that the Rage phenomenon (a leftist, revolutionary mainstream 
band) has a lot to offer the leftists movement. i think that Rage truly 
believes in what the issues they are singing about. Rage has been as 
politically active as most punk bands--i think on this point, punks have 
no backing for their criticism. As far as selling out vs. DIY, i think its 
a valid point, but its more complicated than what punks make it out to 
be. 

Ugh...i have rambled long enough, even though i haven't 
finished. This is a topic i'd rather talk to you about, face-to-face. Well 
if you ever get time to read this, let me know. i will be in Pgh on 
October 26th to hear Cecilia Rodriguez speak...maybe we can chat. 

In Solidarity, 

chickadee 
<eric @envirolink.org> 


Eric, my fine feathered friend, 
I appreciate your writing me, really, I do. I think all of the 
points you bring up are very valid. Surprisingly enough I do not have 


my mind made up about a lot of the things I write about in my zine 
(although everyone seems to think I am a completely judgmental and 
opinionated bastard) but I find that you have to make strong statements 
to stimulate discussion. 

As for the Green Party, I will be voting for them next week. I 
agree that Nader would fuck up this country worse than one could 
imagine, but that’s not the point. Nader doesn’t have a snowball’s 
chance in hell of winning, and the Green Party isn’t going to gain any 
real power. But I they can make a symbolic showing with 2-3% of the 
vote that will send a real signal to the people in power that the public 
cares about environmental issues. Any politician will know that that 2- 
3% on their side will give them a valuable 4-6 point lead over their 
opponent, and will thus court that vote. That’s how third parties work 
in a two party system like ours. For an example, look at how well Ross 
Perot shaped the political debate from 1992 until now. Nobody and I 
mean nobody gave half a useless fuck about the budget deficit until 
Perot got into the race. Even then Bush rambled on about Clinton’s 
character and Clinton talked about Gays in the Military. Low and 
behold come election day Perot pulls down almost 20% of the 
electorate. All of the people in power say “those 20% care about Perot 
_ and his issues. His main issue is the budget deficit. We had better 
start working to reduce the deficit so we can win his voters back to our 
side.” Now, four years later Clinton has reduced the deficit four times. 
The deficit was one of the central issues in the 1994 campaign which 
Swept in the Gingrich congress with their Contract on America. Perot 
didn’t win the presidency, but he did have a major influence on 
politics. That is why I am voting Green. 

As far as Rage Against the Machine goes, at this point I 
could give half a fuck. I like them a lot myself, I am sick of the “what's 
punk, what isn’t” debate. I care about what a person thinks and does, 
not what band they listen to. Except of course, for people who like 
Tori Amos, then I really can’t deal with you. 

Solidarity is Dead, the Communists have retaken Poland. 

-Dave Grenier 


Blah Blah Blah Jesus Blah Blah Blah 


Dave, 

Hey, you sent me your magazine for promotional purposes, 
and I was impressed to say the least. I truly appreciate your efforts to 
educate politically, especially considering the punk apathy and 
ignorance you’re up against. Anyway, you seem to have a very firm 
stance against Christianity & it’s representatives, so I thought I might 
try to inform you this time. A welcome change, huh? It hurts me to 
read the articles you wrote in regards to Pat Buchannan & the Christian 
Right. It’s so sad to-see these confused people representing our 
community. As you'll read in my article “Of Faith and Love,” 
Christianity isn’t about restricting other’s rights, imposing our 
doctrines on non-Christians, being politically active, or voting 
conservative right-wing republican. Rather it’s about revival of one’s 
own interest’s, lovingness, humility, gentleness and faith in the savior, 
Jesus Christ. I don’t expect you to drop your secular beliefs, rather I 
hope you’can open your mind and accept Christianity as a positive 
option for others, and possibly even for your future. Either way, I pray 
you enjoy the article (and the zine for that matter) and learn something 
new. I’Jl anxiously await your feedback. God Bless! 

Love In Christ, 
Brandon 

2115 15th Street 
Troy NY 12180 
steetb @rpi.edu 


Hey God-boy, 
I-started typing in your article for everyone to read but 
decided that I was too damned lazy and I don’t think your personal 


conversion to Christianity has much to do with this zine. Anyway, I 
can understand how you would get an impression that I am hostile to 
Christianity. Many of us in the punk scene are because we have seen 
the bad side‘of the faith. We have seen our friends get kicked out of 
their homes for being homosexual. We have been looked down upon by 
the self-described “authority figures” in our lives for not living up to 
their “Christian” standards. So many of us bear hostility to 
Christianity, not so much because we hate Jesus, but because we hate 


Authority. Had most of the punks grown up in Isreal we would hate ° 


Judaism, had we grown up in Afghanistan we would hate Islam, had we 
grown up in Romania we would hate Communism, had we grown up 
Antarctica we’d hate god-damned snow. Many people are dissatisfied 
with the way their life is, or the state of the world around them so they 
see what they feel is the “status quo” and blame it. You think the 
status quo is “a bunch of liberal generation-xers who hate 
Christianity” Many people in the punk scene think the status quo is 
capitalism, patriotism and Christianity. 

I could go on for hours, if not days talking about the history 
of religion in general, Christianity in particular, arguments for and 
against the existence of God and the role Christianity plays in our 
society. But the simple truth is some people will feel oppressed for 
being Christian and others will feel oppressed for not being Christian. 
It seems a big part of punk is the oppression game, who is more of an 
outcast than the next. Ah well, more on that at some other point. 
There is a big issue I want to raise though. 

I am not against Christianity. I am against the Christian 
Right. Iam against people who want to force kids to pray in school. I 
am against people who would deny homosexuals the right to marry, the 
same people who thirty years ago would deny interracial couples the 
right to marry. I am against those who would restrict a woman’s right 
to control her own reproduction because they believe that a woman’s 
job in God’s eyes is to create more Christians, or because their God 
tells them that life is sacred. I am against people who would end what 
little sex education there is in schools because it is supposedly immoral 
- as if ending sex education will end teen sex. In reality, countries that 
have widespread sex education have the same rate of teen sexual 
activity as the US, but a much lower STD and pregnancy rate. I am 
against people who would deny others the right to practice their 
religion freely, whether those people be Pagans, Hindus or Satanists. 
So am I against Christianity? No. I am for Habitat for Humanity and 
the Red Cross, both organizations with a connection to Christianity to 
a greater or lesser extent. I recognize that it is often Christian groups 
that run homeless shelters and orphanages. Yes, Christianity could be 
used to justify slavery and racism, but it was also the foundation of the 
Abolition and Civil Rights movements. Christianity is a big fucking 
tent. To only see the bad in it like the people you describe in your 
article, or to only see the good in it - as you yourself seem to 
sometimes - is to be blind (lost it all). If your religion gives you 
comfort, so be it. If you use it to try to take away anyone else’s rights, 
I'll be fighting you tooth and nail. 

-Dave Grenier 


Thanks to everyone who has written to us and provided feedback 
over the years. some of it has been bad, some of it has been good, all 
of it has been read. My apologies to those who’s letters have slipped 
through the cracks and never were replied to, or were replied to so 
late that the address had changed. We are no longer doing 
Retrogression, but you can still feel free to write us with comments 
about our zine. Thanks again. 

-Dave 
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I went to the movies a while ago with my 
star-queen, Allison. After the movie (don’t 
ask me‘which one, because [ can’t 
remember), we went back to my car and 
we were just sitting there, talking to each 
other, waiting for all the other cars: to 
leave. It was the last show so after a few 
minutes all the other cars left and my car 
was the only one left in the parking lot. 
Allison and 1 were still talking and 1 didn’t 
feel like driving home just yet, so we 
stayed a few more minutes.... until the 
police cruiser drove in, He pulled up right 
next to my car and was just glaring at me 
through the window. | started up my 
engine and started to leave. Then the cop 
turned on his lights. So | stop, turn off my 
engine and roll down my window. The cop 
must have been having a bad night because 
he started giving me his overbearing “I Am 
The Law” attitude, “What are you doing? 
You just going to leave and blow me off?” 
“Sorry officer, is there anything wrong?” 
“Yeah, why did you just drive off? Do you 
always drive off when an officer comes to 
talk to you?” My heart was stuck in my 
throat and I figured this guy was out to get 
me, so | say, “I’m sorry, I didn’t know that 
you wanted to talk to me, I thought that 
you just wanted us to leave.” “I wanted to 
see if everything was OK. Do you know 
how many cars are stolen out of this 
parking lot each week?” At this time, | felt 
like saying, “Look at my car, do you think 
anyone would steal this piece of shit,” but 
I didn’t say it, instead I said, “No sir, I 
don’t.” “License and registration please.” | 
hand him the articles he requested and he 
gets back in his car and drives off. - 
Actually, he just drove off to circle around 
and park behind me, obviously to see my 
plate (of course that didn’t occur to me - 
when he started driving off). After a few 
minutes he comes back with my license 
and registration and starts lecturing me 
about not driving off when a cop drives 
up.... blah, blah, blah. Nothing | wanted to 
hear. I look at him and say, “Excuse me 
sir, but you gave me no indication that you 
wanted to talk to me. You drove up and 
were staring at me though your window. 
You didn’t roll your window down or get 
out of your car, so | thought you just 
wanted us to leave.” He starts going into 
his rhetoric again, so | say, “Yeah well, it 
doesn’t matter,” and I drive off. 
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NOW IT’S YOUR TURN 


-Dave Grenier 


So often I hear bands get up on stage and sing about how the system needs to be changed, only to find out that they don’t do a damned 
thing. Many writers and singers see their job in the great scheme of things as being the person who “inspires” everyone, not the person who 
partakes in any actual action. I have always approached my zines with the idea that you already believe that the world needs to be changed and 
know what some of it’s problems are, hence the vegan recipes instead of vegan preaching. The vote lists from Congress instead of simply chanting 
“the government sucks.” With this the final issue of Retrogression, this is my last gift to you. A list of organizations that do great deeds and need 
volunteers. Go out and get some work done to make the world a better place, instead of sitting around and talking about it. Promise yourself that 
you will volunteer for one day a week. I’ve been doing it for a while, and trust me, it feels great. The feeling of accomplishment, the meeting of 
new people and the knowledge that you have helped make the world a little bit better. 


Habitat For Humanity 


Habitat for Humanity’s main mission is to secure housing for 
low income families. There are chapters in every large city in the US 
and a few chapters in Canada as well. They’re very well organized and 
(as far as I know) have some backing from church groups and I think 
the federal govt. Basically, this isn’t some little anarchist group run 
out of some kids basement. What it all comes down to is that they get 
a lot accomplished and are usually pretty good to work with. One of 
the great things about them is that if you want to volunteer you can just 
look them up in your local phone book, unlike more radical 
organizations you have to search out. 

What Habitat for Humanity does is build or renovate houses 
and sell them at no-profit to a low-income family. These houses are 
built mostly with donated materials and volunteer labor and in the US 
usually end up costing less than $40,000 for a three bedroom house. If 
the family can not afford that sort of money (and lets face it, who has 
$40,000 lying around to spare) they can get a zero interest mortgage 
from Habitat. Pretty cool huh? 

One of the really interesting things about Habitat is that they 
require the family getting the house to work a certain number of hours 
on their house (I think it is 125) and a certain number of hours on 
ANOTHER families house. So they sort of force people to help each 
other out. 

Some people have reservations about volunteering for 
Habitat. One of the biggest reservations I have heard is that they are a 
Christian organization. This is true, however, they do not discriminate 
on the basis of race or religion or any other such nonsense when 
deciding which families can belong. They do not try to force their 
religion on the recipients of the houses or the volunteers. Much of 
their newsletters and literature contain bible-verses or “god bless this 
and that” or “it is our Christian mission to make sure everyone has a 
decent place to live.” But in the end, who the fuck cares? Is it any 
different for them’ to consider it their Christian mission to provide 
homes than it is for someone else to consider it their humanitarian or 
punk or anarchist or socialist mission? The point is that they build 
homes for people who need them. The oddest complaint I heard about 
Habitat was by someone who thought they were speciesist for providing 
homes for people instead of animals. To that I say “fuck you.” How 
can anyone expect us to take care of the global environment if we can’t 
even take care of out own species? They are not clear cutting rain 
forest to build houses, they are renovating abandoned buildings for the 
most part. . 

I’ve volunteered a couple of times for Habitat, not as often as 
I would like. My biggest reservation was my lack of skills. I’m not a 
construction worker and lets face it, I’m a wimp. I don’t like hard 
work. Not physical hard work anyway. But when I went out there they 
found stuff for me to do that was pretty easy, and the work I did, though 
it left me kind of tired at the end of the six hour day, was very 


satisfying. I could look at the house and say “I did that.” It was a 
feeling of accomplishment. I think it is totally worth it. I would 
suggest that anyone who thinks homelessness is a problem should try 
volunteering with Habitat at least once. It gets you out in the air, 
teaches you some skills (if you do it long enough) and it gets you to 
meet people you otherwise might not. 

The only downside I had to. working with Habitat is that they 
need to know a couple of days in advance if you are going to work, 
which site you are going to work on etc. They also need you to be there 
from start to finish... 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The reason for this was so 
that the foreperson could know how many people would be coming and 
could make a plan of who had to do what. This made it much more 
efficient. If people just showed up and left whenever they felt like it 
houses would take three times as long to go up. But it was just really 
hard to remember on a Wednesday to call and tell them I wanted to 
volunteer on Saturday. It was also a little difficult to drag myself out of 
bed at 8:00 am on a Saturday morning to bike out to Wilkinsburg. Oh 
well. 

For more information on Habitat either look in the yellow 
pages for your local cHiapter or call the national number at (912) 924- 
6935. . 


Food Not Bombs 


Food not bombs is probably one of the most famous activist 
organizations in the punk community. It was started in 1980 by a 
couple of hippies in Boston but a few letters to MRR, a few benefit 
records and some speeches by Jeff Ott of Fifteen have made it a very 
punk thing. Food Not Bombs guiding principal seems to be that we 
should spend money to take care of the poor and the hungry instead of 
spending money to make weapons. They have three core beliefs.. not 
wasting food, not being violent and consensus decision making. The 
third belief is their downfall. 

See, what Food Not Bombs tries to do is to get donations of 
food, prepare it and share it with the community. Getting donations of 
food keeps food from being wasted (the donations are usually things 
that would be thrown out at the end of the day from a bakery or the 
like). Volunteers gather together to cook it and when it is shared with 
the community it is usually done in a very visible spot in the 
government or financial district of a town. This is to call attention to 
the problem of hunger instead of trying to force it into a soup kitchen 
somewhere. Anyway, I volunteered a few times with the Pittsburgh 
chapter and it was pretty fun. I met a lot of new really nice people that 
I like a lot, but the problem is it seems like nothing ever got done 
because it was so disorganized. The food was never cooked in the 
same place twice. I constantly had to try to track down the Food Not 
Bombs people to find out when and where we were going to meet this 
week. Usually I was told “I don’t know, I'll call-you back” and very 
rarely received a call back. Since I am really insecure underneath all of 


this I stopped going. I figured they just didn’t want me around. The 
last time I went I walked an hour down to the South Side of Pittsburgh 
to be there at 8:00, when I was told we would be starting. Everyone 
else started showing up around nine. Then they started thinking about 
what they might want to cook and where to get the food. Around 10:00 
or so we started cooking. There was not enough work to go around so I 
cut vegetables for ten minutes and then was left with nothing to do. 
Now, I really like the Pittsburgh fnb crew, Ryan, Thad, Mike, John, 
Audra.. they’re all great people, but I would have liked to do something 
else with my entire Saturday evening than cut veggies for ten minutes. 
Sigh. So basically I think fnb is a really good idea but it has a lot of 
room for improvement. 

The first is that they need some organization. The trick is, 
once you have a hierarchy and a dictator, it takes a lot of the “fun” out 
of volunteering and you won’t get as many people showing up to help 
out, but without that you end up getting much less accomplished than 
you could. Some compromise should be reached, unfortunately I can 
not think of what that compromise should be. Too bad I am not doing 
this zine anymore, because I would be very interested in hearing from 
other Food Not Bombs chapters who are a bit more organized and see 
what compromises they have made, see what works and what doesn’t. 

The second thing about Food Not Bombs that is somewhat of 
a problem is what Thad Beaumont (sp?) pointed out, that they have 
become kind of a punk clique. It becomes the punks feeding the 
unwashed masses, instead of a community sharing food together. 
Preferably the people benefiting the most from Food Not Bombs should 
be encouraged to come help cook and serve and such. 

The third big problem I think relates to the first two, 
disorganization and cliquishness. This is the problem that many people 
I know have of having heard of Food Not Bombs, wanting to get 
involved but not being able to find out where it is held. To fix that 
problem I have tried to get information on several Food Not Bombs 
chapters, this was taken from the FNB website, so don’t blame me if it 
is incorrect. 

AB 

Calgary - Sarah Rankin, 127 Oakside Road S.W., Calgary T2V 4M6, 
AB, Canada 

Edmonton - 403-459-2564 (sara) 

AR 

Little Rock - Page, 108 Mills Terrace, Hot Springs NP, AR 71913 

AZ 

Phoenix - 602-937-8298 (Mike) 

Tucson - 520-624-8708 

BC 

Vancouver - 604-254-4152 

Victoria - Den, Box 8054, Victoria BC 

CA 

Arcata - 707-441-6896 

Berkeley - 510-644-4187 

Bolinas - 415-868-0817 (Madeline) 

Eureka - 707-826-9522 (Rahula) 

Fresno - 209-276-0101 (Tonee) 

Long Beach - 310-621-0410 

Mendocino - 707-964-4758 (chad) 

Palo Alto - 415-323-0619 (Eliza) 

San Bernadino - 909-337-6351 (Tristan) 

San Diego - 619-452-6925 (Doug c/o Groundwork books) 

San Fransisco - 415-985-7087 or 1-800-884-1136 (Keith) or 415-750- 
1714 ° Y 

San Jose - 408-236-3463 

Santa Barbara - 805-564-0130 (Rebecca) — 

Santa Cruz - 408-425-3345 (Bob) 

Santa Rosa - 707-5390238 (Heather) 

Slactomental - 916-446-5099 

Valejo - Paul Winders, P.O. Box 7923, Vallejo CA 94590 

Venice - 310-306-0655 (Kim) 


Whittier - 906-464-7574 

CT 

New Haven - 203-630-3865 

DC 

Washington DC - 703-276-9768 

DE 

Wilmington - 302-655-6694 

FL 

Gainseville - 904-335-8928 (Jimmy) 

Miami - Timmy Trumbly, 5958 60th st SW, miami FL 33134 

Orlando - 407-282-2484 (Tory) 

Palm Beach - 407-622-6730 (Tim) 

Pensive Cola - 904-477-4331 (Brent) 

Tampa - 813-247-3747 (Brett) 

GA 

Athens - 706.546.4792 (Matt) 

Atlanta - 404-584-7141 or 404-524-2147 

IL 

Chicago - 312-824-8956 (Sarah) 

IN 

Indianapolis - 317-251-7340 (Shawn) or 317-251-7340 (Shannon) 

KS - 

Newton - 316-283-2827 

KY 

Lexington - Billy Heldman, 180 Woodland Ave #5, Lexington KY 
40502 

LA % 

Baton Rouge - Brad, 2640 Alaska Street, Apt. J, Baton Rouge, 
LA,70802 or Marcy Fisher, 858 Arlington Avenue, Baton Rouge, 
LA, 70806 

New Orleans - 504-861-1439 (Brice) 

MA 

Boston - 617-864-8786 (Mark) 

Northampton - 413-532-8273 (Matt Pike) 

MB 

Winnipeg - 204-774-7183 (Dale) 

MD 


Baltimore - 410-747-3634 

ME 

Portland - 207-780-0472 (Pam) 

MI 

Ann Arbor - Matt Luskin, 4356 Pine Ridge Court, Ann Arbor, MI, 
48105 

Detroit - 313-531-1564 (Jay) 

East Lansing - 517-484-6338 

Kalamazoo - 616-383-7862 

MN 

Duluth - 218-724-8521 (Jack) - 

Minneapolis - 612-333-4719 (Brian) 

MO 

Kansas City - 816-333-0589 (David) 

St. Louis - 314-775-6299 (Mark) 

NC 

Asheville - John Rousseau, 704-255-9035 

Chapel Hill- 919-942-1740 (Rachel Burton,c/o Int'list Books) 

Greenseboro - 910-691-9893 (Cricket) 

Raleigh - 919-832-5024 (charles) 

NJ 

New Brunswick - Rich, 160 Hamilton Street, New Brunswick NJ 
08901 

NM 

Albuquerque - praxis @emma.unm.edu 


Bronx - 212-254-3697 (Brendan) 
New York - 212-254-3697 
Rochester - 716-624-3318 (steve) 


Syracuse - 315-446-7435 

OH 

Cleveland - 216-582-9802 (Karen) 

Columbus - Eric , 614-291-3014, Arawak City Autonomous Collective 
Yellow Springs - 513-285-0978 

ON 

London - 519-439-0661 (Ron) 

Ottowa - 613-828-7518 (sarah) 

Toronto - 416-596-0736 (Irene) 

OR 

Eugene - 503-686-3143 (Jennifer) or 503-345-5157 (ann) 
Portland - 503-230-9388 

Salem - Cyrus, 4786 Pullman Street, Salem OR 97302 
PA 

Kensington - 215-387-4067 

Philidelphia - 215-747-4311 

Pittsburgh - 412-687-7533 

PQ 

Montreal - 514-844-3207 

Quebec - 418-529-2867 (Isabelle) 

TN 

Chattanooga - 615-266-5841 (Andrew) 

Knoxville - 615-522-1382 x103 (chris) 

Memphis - 901-725-7448 (Shane) 


TX 

Austin - 512-478-7666 (Jerry) 

Corpus Christi - 512-992-5173 

Fort Worth - 817-926-4027 

Houston - 713-845-7730 

UT 

Odgen - 801-621-6509 

Salt Lake City - 801-535-1852 

VA : 

Norfolk - 804.625.3182 (andrew) 

Richmond - 804-355-8510 (Marty & Adam) or 804.254.9510 
Roanoke - 703-380-3275 (Amy & Lester) 

VT 

Burlington - 802-862-8246 (Micah) 

WA 

Olympia - 206-876-9571 

Seattle - 206-728-9108 

wl 

Madison - Erin Dropp, 5010 Marathon Drive, Madison WI 53705 
Millwaukee - 414-374-0779 (Arron) 


One last thing, for those of you with email access you may be 
interested in subscribing to the Food-Not-bombs mailing list at fnb- 
1@netcom.com. 


Critical Mass 


Some of you may have heard of Critical Mass before, it was 
briefly a hot topic in MRR when many members of the San Francisco 
chapter got arrested for riding bikes on the highway. Critical Mass 
chapters are usually even less organized than Food Not Bombs, and 
there is no national network that I know of. Each chapter differs in it’s 
goal and motives but the action that they take is the same. Critical 
Mass is an organization of bikers who get together in a large group and 
ride through the city clogging up traffic. 

Generally the idea is to protest against unnecessary use of 
cars, promote increased awareness of alternative transportation and 
push the issue of bike safety. Most chapters I know of meet once a 


A handy-dandy guide on how to make the world a better place. 


month at a predetermined spot with a route already mapped out. The 
best time for them to ride is around “rush hour” for this is the time 
when they will be the most noticed. The big difference between 
different chapters and different riders is whether they are taking a 
positive or negative approach to it. I wrote about this is-Research #4 © 
but since that is the only zine I have ever sold out of I will repeat some 
of the arguments here. Some Critical Massers do it just because they 
hate cars and see some moral absolute of bikes=good cars=bad. People 
like that will never achieve much except to make drivers hate riders. 
Other people do it just because they like to cause trouble and irritate 
people. They have no political agenda except to “piss off the cops.” A 
kid in Bloomington Indiana once told me that they stopped doing 
Critical Mass because “the cops were helping them out.” Personally I 
think that kid is a fucking moron. The more positive Critical Masses 
do things like hand out “tickets” that explain why they think bikes are 
a good alternative to cars. I’ve seen several of these from several 
different Critical Mass organizations and the thing I have noticed is 
that to be effective you really have to try to present your case in.a 
friendly way without being judgmental of those who drive. I myself am 
not very good at this sort of thing, as readers of my zine know©. You 
can’t say “you drive, you suck” or the people you are trying to influence 
will not listen. But you have to state things clearly enough to make a 
good case. The other strange thing about these “tickets” is that I do not 
know what is done with them. It’s really hard to ride your bike down a 


street and hand them out to people or put them on windshields, because 
you can’t stop at every car when you’re on a Critical Mass ride. I guess 
they could be given out before or after the ride to anyone who is 
standing around. Another great thing that some Critical Mass chapters 
do is have an agenda. They aren’t just protesting against something, 
they are agitating for something. In Pittsburgh it is for bike lanes, and 
in fact many of the Critical Mass riders go to city council meetings and 
try to get them to agree to put bike lanes on all the major streets. Other 
good things to push for would be extended bus/subway service, more 
funding for public transit and lower fares, bike racks on sidewalks or 
pretty much anything else that will help promote alternative transit. 
The idea should not just be to punish drivers but to make it so that 
people do not NEED to rely on their cars so much. Simply being out 
there and showing people that cycling is a viable method of 
transportation does that (since most people think they “can’t” bike to 
work), but making cycling safer and easier or making transit more 
accessible also helps. The one tactical error I think the Pgh chapter has 
made is that by asking for bike lanes first they cut off their most 
effective means of protest. Basically, most people won’t give a shit one 
way or another about transportation issues. They get in their car every 
day and drive to work and who gives a fuck about the bus? By clogging 
up traffic with bikes Critical Mass makes people aware, makes them 
care about the issues. If they have bike lanes they can not clog up the 
streets. Sure, drivers might see a group of riders in their bike lane on 
the side of the street but it won’t make them think about alternative 
transportation, they’ ll probably just think it’s a sporting event. 

Critical Mass is kind of hard to get involved in. Many people 
who do Critical Mass worry about getting arrested for riding in the 
street so some chapters do not want to advertise at all for fear it will 
attract the attention of the cops. My advice to anyone involved in any 
Critical Mass anywhere is to find out your cities bike laws. If you want 
to take a trip to your local police station you can ask there. You may 
also want to try to get a permit for a “procession” or a “demonstration” 
or something to avoid having the cops fuck with you too much. The 
idea of getting run over by angry motorists can scare a lot of people 
away too, and I have had my confrontations with assholes who couldn’t 
stand taking an extra five minutes to get home from work. This is part 
of the reason for it being Critical Mass instead of One Guy Riding His 
Bike Alone. The more people there are the greater your safety. Of 
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course this creates a dilemma because many people don’t want to join 
until it is already a big group, but it can’t get to be a big group until 
many people join. I say take the risk. Another reason some people 
don’t like to do Critical Mass is because they don’t want to ride their 
bike all over the city. They’re fat and lazy and out of shape, just like 
me. Well most Critical Masses ride fairly slowly so everyone can keep 
up, and it’s not nearly as hard as you might think. There is a 
psychological fear of riding your bike I think, which is why so many 
people drive their cars to the corner store or to their friends house a few 
blocks away. Once you actually get on your bike and ride you'll find 
out it isn’t as taxing as you thought. 

So that’s about it. Unfortunately I do not have a list of 
Critical Mass chapters. I you cant find one in your area you might want 
to check with local environmental organizations, especially ones 
dominated by high school and college age kids. If you live in a college 
town call up their SEAC chapter (call the college’s main number and 
ask them for the extension for SEAC or any other environmental 
organization). Also check local bike shops, maybe some of them are 
involved. If all of that fails, organize one yourself! Get some friends 
together (I’d recommend at least 6 or 7), find out the bike laws, plan a 
time to meet and a route to take, make some flyers and put them up and 
see how many people show up. Maybe it will just be the six of you or 
maybe more people will show. Try doing it on a regular basis and 
watch it grow. It’s all in your hands. . 


Animal Shelters 


I’ve never actually volunteered at an animal shelter but when 
I lived in Tucson AZ and was trying to plan the Cfest - a big festival 
concert where people got in free in exchange for doing volunteer work 
for the day - someone suggested it as a place to volunteer. I called 
them up and they said that there was a call for volunteers to walk the 
animals, feed them, wash them and clean out their cages. I’ll be. Ok, 
it’s one of those ‘feel good” volunteer efforts that doesn’t seem quite 
as important to me as building houses or feeding the homeless, but for 
all of you animal rights people it might be a good idea. You should be 
able to find animal shelters in your local yellow pages, give them a call 
and see if they need some help. Don’t just write a zine about a cruelty 
free life, but give up your Saturday morning to go wash dog poop out of 
cages. 


CopWatch 


I know it is hard for some people to really grasp that police 
officers can be bad people. Lets face it, most of the people who read 
this zine are white middle/upper class kids. I think that’s kind of 
unfortunate. It’s not unfortunate that you are white and middle class, 
but that my zine does not go out to a wider demographic group of 
people. But basically, most of us have never really had to deal with 
police brutality in our lives, and everything about society says cops are 
good. Constant crime paranoia in the news headlines makes us want 
cops around to protect us from these nameless faceless criminals (even 
though crime rates are dropping like crazy). Television shows and 
movies are rarely about good criminals, but good cops. You’ll never 
see Mel Gibson beating up a homeless man or Hunter assuming that all 
black people are drug dealers. But the truth is that there are a lot of 
bad cops out there, or cops that do bad things. When I was in Atlanta 


two years ago there was a big problem with cops harassing homeless 
people in preparation for the Olympics. Some of the local college kids 
had formed a group called “copwatch.” Now I do not know the full 
lowdown on this group, how they got started, if they are part of a larger 
organization or whatever. All I know is that my friend Mike Mowry 
told me about them and we went to “help out.” Basically what they did 
was stand around in a large group in areas where cops were known to 
harass the homeless. This especially applied to public parks where 
people might be sleeping on benches. We wanted to be there to be 
witnesses in case anything happened, but more to the point, to insure 
nothing would happen because there were many witnesses there. 

The key here is many. Even more so than Critical Mass 
numbers are really important in CopWatch. If it’s just you and your 
two friends you’re liable to be told to go away or get arrested yourself 
for loitering or some such nonsense. The last issue of Retrogression 
featured a letter from a kid who watched a cop take out his sexual 
frustrations on some busker (i.e. street musician) in Boston. There was 
basically nothing the kid could do because he was alone. However, an 
organization like CopWatch needs to be large and well organized. If 
there is not one in your town (I am in the process of trying to get 
contact info for various chapters if there are any, if I can get this info it 
will be appended to the article) and you are interested in organizing 
one I would be very careful. Cops can fuck you up pretty much with 
impunity. Going through a larger organization like a University might 
be helpful. Also contacting the local branch of the American Civil 
Liberties Union before you do anything is highly recommended. 
Ensuring that lots of people will show up is essential, I would suggest 
meeting somewhere safe (like a Student Union or something) first and 
then going en masse to whatever site you are going to be monitoring. 
I'd also suggest getting a video camera to bring along if possible, this 
presents the best evidence of police brutality, and makes cops very 
fucking cautious. Another good idea might be to get T-shirts printed. 
Try to make them as non-threatening as possible without being cute. 
I'd recommend bright yellow T-shirts with “COPWATCH” printed in 
large bold ARIAL letters across the front or back. If fifteen people 
wearing these shirts are all in a group in the park with a video camera, 
I'd say your job is done for you. 

This is the riskiest of the volunteer activist efforts out there, 
but perhaps one of the most important. I just want to say be careful, 
and don’t be confrontational. and last but not least, pick up a copy of 
Retrogression #10 for the article on what your rights are should you 
ever be arrested. 

For more information from the Atlanta chapter call (404) 
577-7034 and ask for Trish. 


Red Cross 


Ok, it sounds cheesy, but what about donating blood? 
There’s pretty much an endless need for it, but you can only do it once 
every two months. I know you get paid for donating plasma, but I am 
not sure about donating blood. The tough part is that if you are not a 
part of an organized drive it can take a really long time, filling out 
forms, answering questions, getting a quick test for heroin, syphilis, 
scurvy, leprosy, baldness, bad breath or whatever else they scan your 
blood for. And waiting rooms of places like that are rarely the most fun 
places in the world, but it’s something to think about. 


Those are just a few ideas, there are endless others. Big Brother/Big Sister or YMCA. A local AIDS awareness group handing out info to 
kids. Even rape crisis centers and the like need people to do typing and filing if you want to help but have no skills. Not everything has to be a 
dramatic and confrontational anarchist animal liberation wet dream. There are a lot of positive things you can do with your life if you’re willing 


to give up a little time. So get out there and get some stuff done, ok? 
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I’m gonna say this now 
and I won’t hold back. 
| Have our hearts grown apart, 


do we still have a chance? 
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Hello, my name is Allison Holaday (soon to be Hull). Brian has been hounding me to write about some things that happened to 
me when I was younger. At first, I was a little reluctant, but now I see that some people could learn from the situation. 


When I-was 15, I was a tomboy. No boys ever looked at me twice. One day, a new boy moved in down the street and he liked me. 
(I was very excited). So anyway we started dating, and it was all roses in the beginning and then everything changed. He 
became a monster. He was always putting me down. Then one day I did something that set him off I spilled his drink on the 
floor on accident and he punched me in the face. From that point on I will never be the same person that I was when I met him. 


Well, I bet you can guess that it got a lot worse. It escalated to such a point that I feared for my life. I won’t get into details 
about it. I am quite sure you can all imagine. The point is this stuff happens everyday and it’s so overlooked. 


We were together a whole of about a year. One day | did something pretty horrible (must have been because he was pretty damn 
mad). He pushed me down the stairs and I finally woke up and realized that if 1 do not get out now he is capable of killing me. 
So I left him, and he stalked me for months. 


I said it earlier that I will never be the same person. That was the scariest time of my life. The scariest part of the whole thing is 
that you can think you know someone better than you know yourself and then it’s as if they become a complete stranger. 


The biggest mistake that happens after a person hears about an abusive situation similar to mine is, “Why didn’t she leave?” 
That is completely wrong. It puts the blame on the victim when it’s not the victims fault at all. Abuse of any kind should not 
even occur. What should be asked is, “What can we do to prevent this? Why hasn’t this violence been stopped?” 


One of the most memorable experiences I have ever encountered in my life was a little over a year ago when I was in New Haven, 
CT. I was at a coffee shop and a girl was crying and I overheard that a guy she used to date just hit her. I wrote her a little note 
saying I know what it’s like you really look like you could use a hug from someone who understands. We were outside and I 
gave her a hug. We just held each other and cried. It did not seem that long but it was like ten minutes. We didn’t need to talk 
we just knew. Incredible. 


I never thought I could love like all other people could. Then I met Brian Hull and my life is now filled with such love and 
happiness that I sometimes can’t even believe that it’s really my life. He asked me to marry him and of course I said, “YES!” 


Just be aware it happens to woman and everyday. If you know of anyone being abused, call a women’s center immediately, or a 
televised hot-line. Situations like that need to be intervened before it’s too late. I wish now that someone intervened five years 
ago and helped me. 
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The New Abolitionists 


-Dave Grenier 


In the early seventeenth century a few Dutch traders brought a few African slaves to the colonies in the Americas to work on a rice 
plantation. It did not take long for slavery to become the basis for the economy of the southern colonies. The earliest voices to be heard opposing 
this institution were heard from the Quakers. They were countered with arguments of natural law, morality and “what was good for society.” 
Eventually the side of the Quakers and other abolitionists won out, and today slavery is thought of as completely unnecessary and unconscionable. 
Now, one hundred and thirty years after emancipation the Quakers fight a new battle of Abolition against an institution that is unjust, inhumane 
and inhuman. The Quakers are fighting to abolish the Death Penalty. 

The Friends Committee to Abolish the Death Penalty is the Quaker arm of the abolition movement. They are joined by such notables as 
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and smaller organizations like Virginians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty. In their three years 
of existence they have established fourteen state chapters, built an impressive communications network and published a well-written newsletter 
which includes, among other things, an argument against the Death Penalty written by a woman who’s brother was brutally beaten to death. 

The Abolition movement presents several arguments against Capital Punishment in the United States. 

Firstly, they note that the U.S. is the only industrialized country that still performs executions. Even South Africa has finally stopped 
executing its people. Nations that are looked upon as having poor human rights records such as Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia are among the 
countries that still use the death penalty. In fact, since 1990 juveniles have only been executed in five countries throughout the whole world, Iran, 
Pakistan, Yemen, Saudi Arabia and The United States. The rest of the Western World has abolished the death penalty without descending into 
chaos, argue the abolitionists, so why can’t we? In addition, the United States is defying the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which it 
ratified in 1948. Several other UN resolutions have upheld the worldwide commitment to human rights and condemned the use of the death 
penalty as cruel and degrading. Meanwhile President Clinton brags in his debate with Bob Dole that he has listed several new crimes as capital 
crimes including the death penalty for “drug kingpins.” 

Secondly, they note that the death penalty has never been proven to be effective. One of the most common arguments for the use of the 
death penalty is that it will reduce crime because someone who might otherwise commit crime would “think twice” if they knew they were going to 
be executed for it. This works in theory, . . . sitting in a nice armchair in your 
comfortable suburban home vatenalinne Capital punishment Is not about it, but for someone who is in the ea 
of rage or fear, for someone who is under the fe Loy tare) Comore) Tanataliare| ke) § influence of alcohol or drugs, someone who 
panics while they are committing another murder victims. If there’s crime or people who for whatever other 
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because at that moment all you can think 
few people who commit premeditated murder 
years in jail or a painful death if they get 
way which they feel will insure that they 
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“do not worry about whether they will face 20 


they are doing - things simply do not work 
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caught, they rationally plan their crime in a 
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penalty does nothing to deter crime. But don’t take my word for it. The FBI concluded that the murder rate in some states that use the death 
penalty is twice that of some that do not. Between 1976 and 1985 almost twice as many police officers were killed in death penalty states as were 
killed in states that do not have the death penalty. While the politicians use their “toughness on crime” to get elected, the people who really have 
to fight crime - police chiefs - admit that the death penalty is not a deterrent. Compare the following two statements. “(the death penalty) will 
save lives. Somebody who otherwise might pull the trigger on a merchant or a police officer will say, ‘I shouldn’t do this.’” “I am not convinced 
capital punishment... is a deterrent... because most people do not think about the death penalty before they commit a ... crime.” The first is from a 
politician who used his pro-death penalty stance to get elected... Gov. George Pataki of New York. The second is from Willis L. Williams, Los 
Angeles Police Chief. Williams isn’t alone. USA Today reported that of 386 police chiefs surveyed only 1% said the death penalty would be their 
first choice for deterring crime. 31% said they would reduce drug abuse, 17% said they would improve the economy and create jobs, 16% said 
they would make prosecution easier, 15% said that longer prison terms were the answer, 10% said that more officers on the street would be more 
effective than the death penalty and 3% said stronger gun control measures would fight crime better than the death penalty. This is not exactly a 
ringing endorsement for the continuation of the practice of capital punishment. 

Many of the police chiefs not only questioned the effectiveness of the death penalty to fight crime, but also its cost. According to the 
USA Today article, to them “the death penalty is more like the $75 military ashtray or the $600 toilet.” The fact is that the death penalty is a very 
expensive “luxury” we can not afford. The cost of a capital case is 3 to 10 times more expensive than the cost of a non-capital case, even one that 
results ‘in a life sentence with no parole. In Texas alone one single capital case costs about 2.3 million dollars. By comparison, 40 years of 
imprisonment costs less than eight hundred thousand. That money could be spent on drug treatment, more police on the street or other more 
proven and effective crime fighting tools. 

The reason that seeking the death penalty is so expensive is because of the string of appeals, psychological evaluations, post-conviction 
hearings and other court-related costs. All of this is necessary to ensure beyond the shadow of a doubt that the person being executed is guilty. 
Unlike locking someone in a cell, once they are executed if it is later found that they were innocent you can not bring them back to life. Some 
think that these expenditures should be done away with, that they simply “coddle criminals”, but the Abolitionists say that even with these 
safeguards innocent people often fall through the cracks. A much publicized case in Texas last year saw the execution of a man after someone else 
was gonvicted of committing the crime for which he was being executed. At least twenty three people this century have been found innocent after 
having, been executed. Three hundred fifty more people were slightly luckier, they were convicted of a crime, given the death sentence, put on 


7 death row but found innocent before their execution. In some cases men were found innocent within 24-72 hours of their pending execution. 


Mistakes can happen, neither human judgment nor the legal system is infallible and these 
cases of people wrongly killed by the state are among the abolitionists most powerful 
arguments against the death penalty. 

Meanwhile, the most powerful argument for the death penalty - aside from the 
one of deterrence which has not shown to be tenable, especially considering that less than 
one third of one per cent of paroled murderers kill again - is one of vengeance. The 
Friends Committee says one of the most common questions they are asked is “what if 
someone in your family was murdered?” Another common question is “don’t you care 
about the victims families?” These are powerful, emotive arguments often backed up by 
gory details of an story, hypothetical or not, meant to justify seeking the death penalty as 
punishment for the crime. Interestingly enough these hypothetical examples often involve 
a criminal raping and murdering a young girl, as if being raped is worse than being 
murdered, and young girls are somehow more “innocent” than any other class of people 
therefore justifying a more vehement moral outrage, but that is a topic for another article. 
The assumption seems to be that if you are not for the death penalty you are protecting the 
criminal and disregarding the family. This isno more true than saying that if you did not 
fight in the Vietnam war you were for Communism. The abolitionists have tried to 
answer this claim by peppering their literature with quotes from people who have had 
family victims murdered and were against the death penalty for the killers! The 
newsletter The Quaker Abolitionist has a long story by a woman who’s brother was 
beaten to death with a baseball bat and who has fought against the death penalty and even 
gone to witness executions because she feels “no one should die only in the company of 
his killers.” A Friends Committee To Abolish the Death Penalty pamphlet quotes Kerry 
Kennedy Cuomo discussing her reaction to the assassination of her father Robert F. 
Kennedy. “I was eight years old when my father was murdered. But even as a child one 
thing was clear to me: I didn’t want to see the killer, in turn, to be killed. I can remember 
lying in bed and praying ‘Please God. Please don’t let them kill him.’ I saw nothing that 
could be accomplished in the loss of one life being answered with the loss of another.” 
Virginian’s for Alternatives to the Death Penalty quote a woman who’s 14 year old 
daughter was raped and murdered as saying “Capital punishment is not going to do 
anything for murder victims. If there’s anything I’ve learned from my daughters murder, 
it’s that.” The death penalty, in the abolitionist view, does nothing to help victim’s 
families. It does not bring back their lost one, it does not provide a sense of “closure” or 
peace the way just coming to grips with the situation and moving on with life does. In 
fact, the Quakers advocate something that may seem completely radical to supporters of 
the death penalty. “A deeper peace,” they say “comes through forgiveness.” 

‘In fact, capital punishment may have the opposite effect than is intended. For 
the victim’s friends and families it just means more blood in their lives. For society as a 
whole, which seems to clamor for the death penalty more than the families of the victims 
do (at least this is how the abolitionists seem to present it), it has what they call “a 
brutalizing effect.” The death penalty is a paradox in and of ‘tself. It says that killing is a 
solution to certain problems - and not always a last resort. ‘ It is somehow justified to 
calmly, over a period of several years plan the execution of someone as they sit in a cell 
hearing all the plans for the execution. That is what the abolitionists consider cruel and 
unusual. It is not, however, justified in the heat of fear, rage or panic to take a life. The 
issue is not so much one of “if you take someone else’s life than you give up your right to 
your own” (if that were so would we not also kill DAs who sought the Death Penalty?) 
but rather it is an issue of the state saying that if you are too frustrated by a problem or 
feel too powerless, killing is an acceptable solution. In that sense of symbolism the 
abolitionists oppose the death penalty, but they also point to a larger issue: “the use of the 
death penalty in the United States tacitly legitimizes the use of the death penalty in other 
parts of the world. The death penalty does not exist in a vacuum -- it is one element on a 
spectrum of atrocities.” While these sort of symbolic arguments may not carry much 
weight with the pro-death-penalty forces who frown on “softness” or. “weakness” the fact 
of the matter is that the “brutalizing effect” that the death penalty has on society can be 
quantitatively measured - in the month following an execution he homicide rate usually 
goes up by an average of two murders. 

In the end, the abolitionists argue that the death penalty is too expensive, 
ineffective and violates the basic dignity of both he human beings who are executed and 
the human beings who call for the execution. As they say “public sentiment should not 
dictate an issue of human rights. Public support for the death penalty does not diminish 
the cruelty of the punishment -- it only diminishes the dignity and humanity of the 
nation.” 


Special thanks to Anna Cory- Watson for helping to gather the research materials for me. 
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I was talking to 
my girlfriend 
Allison the other 
day and she told 
me how excited 
and turned on 
she would be if 
she watched me 
give head _ to 
another man. At 
first, | was 
shocked because 
I wasn’t sure if 
she was hinting 
to something. | 
basically told her 
that it’s nothing 
that I've ever 
considered and 
that there’s really 
no men out there 
that I’m attracted 
to in that way. 
Later that night, 
while I was 
sleeping in bed, | 
had a dream..... 
I'm sitting on a 
couch, Allison 
was on my right 
and another 
person was on 
my  Teft. This 
other person was 
no one in 
particular, just a 
male form with 
no facial features 
that were 
distinguishable. 
We're all naked 
and both Allison and the other man were touching and kissing my body. Then Allison started kissing my face 
while the other man started sucking my southern hemispherical appendage.... Then | woke up. I was very excited, 
but at the same time | felt a little weird. Does this dream mean that I'm gay, does it mean that I’m bi-sexual? | 
don’t think so, I think that I’m just a lot more open about sexuality than most people are. | still don’t ever see 
myself in any sort of sexual relationship with a man. Most hetero-sexual men (and women) find sex between 2 
men disgusting, whereas sex between 2 women is perceived as acceptable by the majority of hetero-sexual men 
(I'm not sure about hetero-sexual women though). | find this to be very confusing, perhaps even a little 
distressing. | find absolutely nothing wrong with picturing two men being sexually active. But I do remember not 
too long ago (actually I was 17, so it was 7 years ago), | had a retail job in a store called Lechter's (it’s a kitchen 
supply store - you know, kind of like a Spatula City, but with more stuff) and I was walking around straightening 
stuff on the shelves and I turned the corner of an aisle and saw two men in a pretty passionate embrace kissing. | 
remember being shocked and a little nervous and also quite a bit appalled. | guess back then | was pretty uptight 
about homosexuals in general because all throughout society, men are taught to view homosexuality and a 
disease or a curse. You know, “faggot”, “queer”, “fudge packer”, “cock-sucker”, “penis pumper”, “ass-master” & 
“colon commando” all have pretty negative connotations to them, but maybe it’s only because of people’s 
mindset. If people didn’t look down upon and condemn homosexuals for their lifestyles, maybe calling someone 
a “faggot” wouldn’t be an insult. It doesn’t really bother me if someone calls me a fag. I don’t know, it’s just a 
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NUCLEAR WASTES. 
IN YOUR BACKYARD 


matthew cooper 


Radioactive Waste 

I don't think I need to delve into what radiation is, and the incredible amount of time it requires to become. . .almost harmless. These are 
facts that any basic physics or chemistry class will properly address. What I am going to address is the legislation concerning radioactive waste in 
the United States, and how to keep radioactive waste out of your backyard. 

First off, if you don't believe radioactive waste is a problem check out this URL: http://www.tinet.ch/odm01/plant.html . This page links 
to maps of nuclear reactors for each inhabited continent. 

The federal government has been supportive of nuclear power since its onset and was considered a possible energy solution for our 
depleting natural resources. But as the 70's came to a close, the government began to realize that we had a nuclear waste problem. So, the 
government attempted to remedy the problem, which brings us to 1980. 

The type of nuclear waste that the federal government dealt with is low level radioactive waste(Ilrw), which is actually a very very broad 
term as you can see by what the federal government believes is llrw: "Llrw is not defined by its radioactivity or by health effects. Federal law 
defines llrw by where it comes from. Legally, llrw is defined as all radioactive waste except what is called high-level waste (highly-irradiated fuel 
rods from nuclear power reactors and radioactive waste from military weapons production) and uranium mill tailings. This means that every part 
of a nuclear reactor except for the fuel rods can be considered low- level. This allows control rods, reactor vessels and some other highly- 
radioactive components to be put in a low-level nuclear waste dump."! 

With the dawn of a new decade came the arrival of the answer to nuclear waste. In 1980 a low level radioactive waste bill was passed 
which forced states to dispose of their own radioactive waste. Many states expressed their concerns about this bill, they didn't want to keep 
nuclear waste in their state. So they convinced federal government to rewrite the law. In 1985, the new bill was passed which allowed the states 
to form compacts. These compacts decided which state would accept and dispose of the member states llrw. And that state received profits and 
tax breaks. Now that money was involved State Officials' eyes gleamed with possibilities. ! 

I live in Pennsylvania, so I am going to be speaking a lot about PA's problem, which is rather substantial. Pennsylvania has nearly the 
most radioactive waste of any state in the USA; we're second. 

Pennsylvania's legislators read the word profit, and they jumped. Yeah!!! Money!!! So they quickly formed a compact in 1985 with West 
Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware. And the compact's dump off state. . Pennsylvania!!! All Pennsylvania needed were townships to offer to be a 
nuclear dump. And so the "Community Partnering Plan" was created. This plan will help local communities decide if they want a llrw dump or 
not. 

So, the search has started anew for dump sites. But how do they determine which townships are applicable?? At first they cared if the 
location was suitable or not, but there weren't enough of those, so now tax breaks, state aid, and jobs are dangled in front of local politicians faces, 
tempting them. The benefits are those that get politicians reelected, but the costs are the kind that kill people. 

The only catch to the politicians is that they must prove they have public support to house a nuclear waste dump in their back yard. One 
of the most common ways is to hold town meetings, where the company building the nuclear waste dump bribes and "twists the truth” about how 
much a nuclear waste dump will help the community. And there will be multiple meetings. 


Ding! Ding! The fight begins here. 


You must attend the meetings en masse and be very, very well prepared because the companies attempting to implement the nuclear 
dump will be ready to refute your every point because profits are on the line. If you need help, there are organizations across the nation who fight 
nuclear waste, and they would be more than willing to help. They can help you get started with your fight, be a wealth of resources, support, and 
help. 

You can succeed against multi-million dollar corporations. Conemaugh township did! PA's new low-level nuclear waste dump is not 
there, much to the dismay of the township supervisors. The supervisors got sucked in by the state's and the company's bribes they offered, but the 
citizens knew the truth. And so, they stood up to their supervisors and Chemical Nuclear(the company proposing the sight) and screamed "No!!" 
and won! This is a great grassroots fight that needs to be commended. 

That is THE answer: watch township supervisors because WE have more power over them than any other politician, and THEIR actions 
affect us closest to home. Grassroots action has, does and will work. 


Matt Cooper would like to thank Mike Ewall and PEN for the info. He is a summer volunteer at EnviroLink and can be reached at 429 
philadelphia st, indiana pa 15701 


” from (Pennsylvania's Environmental Network(PEN), http://www.envirolink.org/orgs/pen/Ilw.html . 
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Sexual athletes are as patriotic as dam. Participants were culled from 
those on the track and field; atleast men who responded to ads on 
that’s the way Annabel Chong, videos and in magazines, and porn 
twenty-two, explained her desire industry pros were on hand with 
to claim for America the world advice. Was there any other moti- 
record for the number of sexual _ vation for Annabel's achievement? . 
partners taken in a day. Annabel’s “It's the best way to have lots of 
attempt in LA. in January ended sex without commitment,” she said. 
with a final result of 251—doubling “These guys don't need to sleep 
the previous record of 120 set in over and they won't be calling me 
1991 by a sex worker in Amster- twenty-four hours a =| 
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Dave and Brian’s Top Ten Records of All Time 


Since this is our final issue of Retrogression ever we decided to share with you our ten favorite records of all time, partly 
as a tribute to some of our favorite bands, and partly to expose some of the younger, newer kids to some records we think are 
incredible but you might or might not have heard of. Choosing just ten records was really hard for both of us. Obviously we 
decided to limit it to punk and hardcore records, otherwise you would have seen bands like Rush, The Police, Public Enemy, 
Slayer, Iron Maiden, B.B. King and a whole bunch of others in here. Even with that limitation we know we both missed a bunch of 
good bands (Judge, Bold, Quicksand, Operation Ivy, Dag Nasty, Burn, Daltonic, Unbroken, Naked Aggression etc.) that we love, 
were a big influence on us and were a big part of our life and our friendship, but for some reason did not make it here. Also, we 
decided to limit this to records we actually owned which limited us both a bit, otherwise you might have seen bands like Los Crudos 
or Logical Nonsense (but since we’ve both poured all of our free money into this zine for the last four years we could not afford to 
buy records). Finally, choosing only one record by each band was difficult as hell. Oh well, here it is, I hope you like it, and if you 
choose to check out any of these records I hope you love them as much as we do. 


DAVE’S PICKS 


Hardcore 1990 - East Meets West (Nemesis) This is a rad-assed 
comp that may or may not still be available. I haven’t seen much on 
Nemesis save three live hardcore comps they put out in 1990 and 1991. 
Those were some of the first hardcore records I ever bought (aside from 
Dead Kennedys and Neutral Nation who I'd been into since about 
1987) Anyway, if you ever see this comp or one of the other two on 
Nemesis (The Icemen Cometh and No 
Control at the Country Club - Live) 
snatch it up like a fucking Boston 
Creme donut. This 7” has Point 
Blank (who have an awesome song on 
here but their own 7” sucks), Chorus 
of Disapproval with their lovely little 
rm ditty “I Just Can’t Hate Enough”, posi- 
core gods Vision who again sound 
great on here but sound like utter shit 
EAST ‘MEETS WES on every studio recording I have ever 
Legendary) Carry Nation who I actually like - 
ok, seus can make fun of me, and I know Dan O’Mahoney turned 
into an utter poetry-spouting schmuck and sung for some really shitty 
bands after that, but NFAA and Carry Nation were two really good 
bands in my opinion - Killing Time who don’t sound too metal on here 
and of course, one of my favorite bands of all time, Sick Of It All 
doing “Injustice System” live and kicking some major ass while they’re 
doing it. This is from the era when Youth Crew was slowly beginning 
to fade out and being replaced by melodic hardcore and metal (a 
transition that took several years, but I think this was the beginning). 
The sound quality on this is great and all the bands sound awesome. 
Tight, popping drums, fast guitars and energetic performances. 
Sometimes listening to this makes me want to scream “those days, 
those fucking days.” Oh well. : 


Health Hazard (Flat Earth) This band was pretty much my 
introduction to the crustier side of life so I knew they had to be in here 
somewhere. The only question was 
whether to list their 7” or their 10” as 
one of the best records of all time. I 
finally decided on their 10”. Mandy’s 
voice is a little more brutal on here 
and their music is a bit tighter. I 
dunno, it’s a toss up, they’re both 
equally good. I guess I just like their 
7’ but better because it has MORE 
Health Hazard on it. Plus, it comes 
with an even bigger fold out 
cover/poster/lyric sheet/propaganda thing than the 7” does. They have 


HEALTH HAZARD | 


their radical anarchist stance on here which I may not buy 100% but I 
am definitely sympathetic to. Their music just splinters your skull into 
little bits. They start out with some odd light little piano thing that 
goes into an ass-rippingly heavy and brutal guitar riff that knocks you 
down and kicks you in the teeth. For all you people who think Los 
Crudos-or Assuck are the best bands (although both are very very 
good) think again! The one problem is that Sned, the guy who runs 
Flat Earth, while a very nice guy who puts out some great bands, is a 
bit unreliable. He’s owed me ten Suffer 7”s since April of 1996. So it 
may be a little hard to find this anywhere. Christ I can’t say enough 
good things about this record. 


In God We Trust, Inc. by Dead Kennedys (Alternative Tentacles) 
Oh Christ what can I say about this record aside from that it is one of 
the best things ever fucking recorded (duh, why else would I put it in 
here?) It’s funny, I remember this as being one of the first punk 
records I ever heard and hating it. 


SF The kids who played it for me, Dan 
En Rutledge and Aaron Roth, I told them 
See that as great as I thought the band’s 
Zs lyrics were, I would never like punk 
Stet rock because it was all noise and all 
aa crap (I was really into Rush at the 
Bo time). I don’t exactly know how that 
ay _ changed. I think that I heard Jello 
3° IN Gon Wh Biafra’s spoken word later and 
ag ‘RUST, TNC. , absolutely fell in love. On top of that 
ie DEAD “+ I think in the summer of 88 or 89 
KENNEDYS ‘someone from The Cumberland 


Company made me listen to this tape 
whenever I was hanging out with them and it just sort of grew on me. 
Shortly after buying my own copy of this tape my senior year of high 
school I started getting more into “the scene’ of punk and more 
underground bands. After I discovered straightedge I started listening 
to Bold and No For An Answer nonstop and DK made their way to 
the bottom of my tape collection. It wasn’t until last year or so when I 
pulled In God We Trust out for a long roadtrip that I rediscovered how 
much J loved it. Like -most other things in here it’s really fast and full 
of energy, and of course, the blatantly political lyrics are right up my 
alley. DK seem to be a fairly unique phenomenon. Most fast bands 
now are poppy crap, most political bands are too serious and boring, 
lacking the sense of humor and fun that DK had. Very few people can 
sing with the specificity and insight that Jello and company had. Sure, 
you may get very generic “smash the state” type of songs nowadays, but 
nothing that pinpoints and talks about specific people in government 


like Alexander Haig or Jesse Helms. And of course, this has one of the 
most famous and loved of all DK songs, “Nazi Punk s Fuck Off.” 


It’s a Bash by Neutral Nation (Big Bone) Ok kids, now we get the 
story of how I got into punk. Back in 1987 I was 14 years old working 
as a dishwasher in Morin’s Diner in downtown Attleboro. This guy I 
worked with, Kevin Raming was a “skater,” which at that time meant 
punk rocker, not raver. He used to walk around the dishroom singing 
this funny little song about a Banana Republic dictator. “I’m twisted, 
sophisticated, addicted to the feeling of being hated, the power’s been 
in my family for years, I’ve got the secret police to instill my fears. I’m 
a twisted 2 fisted dictator, I know they’re gonna get me sooner or later, 
so I take what I get, get what I can, then escape to my island in the 
Caribbean.” It goes on from there but I'll spare you the whole song. 
GS Pee ees Anyway, | thought the song was funny 


gaa 


and brilliant, especially because at this 
point in my life I had gotten into 
Heavy Metal in my quest to find 
something not-mainstream that talked 
about stuff aside from sex, love and all 
that other crap that was so popular in 
the eighties. He told me that it was a 
song from his friends’ band, which 
-sort of impressed me then, because I 
: m was not used to the whole punk-rock 
thing that band members are really just people. When he said they had 
a record coming out I was amazed, again, not really understanding the 
whole DIY/Punk thing at the time (hey, don't blame me, I wasn’t lucky 
enough to have a cool punk rock older brother or friend to show me the 
way). He made me a tape of it and I kept copying the tape and wearing 
out the copy, I loved it so much. It’s actually not much like a lot of the 
stuff I listen to now. They are not heavy, they’re not intense, they’re 
not super-political or introspective, they’re just fun. The Nation was 
around for ten years and became a mainstay of Rhode Island punk. 
They refused to call themselves “hardcore” (this was before hardcore 
was a term reserved for straightedge, when punk meant a culture and 
hardcore meant a music style) but called themselves “punk and roll” or 
“fun punk.” Despite being fun and not overly seriously political this 
band does not fall into the totally apathetic stance that a lot of poppier 
bands do, and they don’t sing about their girlfriends (well, I guess they 
do in one song). They broke up a few years back but I’ve been to one 
of their reunions, and I hope they keep having them and I hope I get a 
car so I can go back and see them. 


Minor Threat’s Complete Discography (Dischord) Ok, ok, ok, you 
all knew this one was going to be in here. Minor Threat is one of the 
few bands that can cross most of the sub-genre’s of punk. Probably 
because they’re really old and from before such artificial boundaries 
were established. The Discography has pretty much everything by 
them on it (hence the name) starting 
with their really angry songs from 
1981 to. their slower, mellower songs 
from ‘83. . Now, I’m not going to say 
that there are “rules” for punk or 
hardcore or straightedge, especially not 
rules of what you should wear or listen 
to, but I would say that this record is 
kind of essential for any punk/hardcore 
kids collection. 26 songs, 10 bucks, 
always available. I don’t care if it’s 
sold in the mall or not, it still rules. Listening to this disc makes you 
really angry in a positive way, in a way that makes you want to get off 
of your ass and go do something to change all the bad shit in the world. 
And if you’re really lucky in the middle of listening to it you will have 
a religious experience and swear of drugs and alcohol forever the way 
Dan Halligan did. 


No Control by Bad Religion There is a lot of dispute I have heard 
about when Bad Religion started to go downhill. A kid in one of my 
classes says he doesn’t like anything after Generator. Older kids I 
know say that Suffer is the last good LP that they did. Well, I'm 
throwing in my two bits and saying 
that not only is No Control the 
dividing line between Good BR and 
Suck BR, but it is also the best 
damned thing they ever put out. To 
me there is almost no difference 
between Suffer and No Control 
except that No Control is a bit tighter. 
Playing it now for the first time in a 
while I have forgotten just how good 
this record is. The music is all fast 
(except for the one bad song on here, “insanity”) which, as all you kids 
out there should have figured out by now, is very important to me. For 
the most part slow=suck, which is why I hate most of the new boring 
metal/hardcore slow “agonizing” bands that are less interesting that 
watching a mouse crap. Much like Dead Kennedys, the thing that 
originally attracted me to Bad Religion was their lyrics, which you 
need a god damned thesaurus to decipher (Going through a world of 
sad debris, regard quixotic reveries of ownership, the blossoming 
disease of man called tenure and accretion, the ancient western 
treadmill of deception and derision, but I want something more.). Most 
of the lyrics lean more to the personal/philosophical side but are very 
well written and (gasp!) not whiny. It’s not so much “pity me” lyrics, 
its “here’s how I think people think” lyrics. “It Must Look Pretty 
Appealing” is about how the grass always looks greener on the other 
side, even if it isn’t. “You” is about suicide. “Automatic Man” is 
about not questioning life, “The World Won’t Stop Without You” is a 
slap in the face to everyone’s ego. And ok, I admit one of the reasons I 
love this record so much is because of the song “Billy,” which is an 
anti-drug song. 


The Posi-Machine by Crucial Youth (New Red Archives) When I 
first got this tape I could not tell if these guys were serious or not. 
They’re the most fucking positive band ever. They’re not just against 
drinking and drugs, but swearing, sleeping late and masturbation. For 
a while I thought they might be serious and their self-righteousness 
irritated me, but I still listened to this tape all the time because 
musically they are so fucking rad. A lot of “hardcore” kids nowadays 

probably. would not like this stuff 
il — i hal because it’s not metal or angry or 
heavy or depressing or overly 
concerned with graphic design and 
fonts. It’s just fast and fun and 
energetic and positive. It fills you 
with inspiration and motivation, 
appeals to your “straightedge pride” 
not your “feelings of isolation and 
betrayal and the demons that burn in 
your soul.” Anyway, I eventually 
figured that the band was a joke and 
was glad. I think straightedge takes 
itself way too seriously and needs a 
slap in the face every once in a while to realize how ridiculous it can 
get. These guys are the ones that started the whole ban on caffeine as a 
joke, unfortunately a lot of dumbass kids have followed it seriously in 
their quest to be “more pure” than the next. Other pieces of advice 
they have on how to be positive include brushing three times a day, 
eating from all four food groups, crossing at the green (not in between) 
and showing school spirit. A special bonus if you get the LP version is 
the copy of the Crucial Comix that comes with it and includes safe 
moshing tips with your pal Safety Squirrel. 


THE 
POSI-MACHINE 
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Step On It by Slapshot (Taang!) “Wo-ah, I’ve had enough, wo-ah, 
Ive had enough.” Ok, so I know that they’re cheesy as hell. I know 
they had dumb — guy straightedge lyrics and they aren’t even 
straight. I know that they’re nothing 
but a bad metal band now. .But you 
know what? I don’t give a fuck. I love 
Slapshot and you would too if you 
knew what was good for you. I 
honestly can’t figure out why. Maybe 
because this record is so much fun to 
listen too, lots of “wo-oah” and basic 
simple hardcore punk riffs (with the 
unfortunate sin of occasional metal 
solos thrown in). Maybe because of 
the cheese factor. Maybe it’s just 
hometown pride, they did after all put 
Boston “Back On The Map.” I don’t 
know. It definitely has some = the worst lyrics ever collected on one 
tape, culminating in the straightedge war chant. “Boston Mass is the 
rippenest town, don’t smoke don’t drink don’t fuck around. Kill 
anyone with a beer in their hand, cuz if you drink you’re not a man. 
Straightedge straightedge in your face, you don’t belong to the human 
race. Sound off - one two - sound off - three four - we don’t want you 
around here no more. You can get drunk and fall down on the floor, 
we'll step on you and watch blood pour. Boston Mass is the rippenest 
town (ad naseum) fall out!” Christ I love these guys, I hope they’re 
around forever and never learn a new chord. 
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p.s. Don’t blow smoke in my face, or you’ll get the straight edge in 
your face! 


Trial by Verbal Assault (Giant) Verbal Assault are one of the great 
forgottens. A band that was fairly popular when they were around and 
who’s name definitely evokes a positive memory from kids who were 
around then, but who aren’t in every newer kids record collection the 
way Minor Threat or Operation-Ivy is. It’s too bad, because they’re 
a fairly unique band. Ok, so they were not the only band to ever do the 
melodic hardcore thing, but to me they were the best at it, and one of 
the only ones that could be melodic and emotional while still being 
truly driving and impassioned. Basically while still being bie of 


» 


being called “hardcore” and not “alternative.” Don’t get me wrong, 
these guys are not at all what you would call “emo” nowadays 
(although they may have been back 
then), they’re really talented and 
really rad, not some boring 
pretentious indie-rock wonder. For 
some reason this record has been 
really inspiring to me ever since I 
first got it, maybe because the music 
is so great and the introspective/ 
personal lyrics truly speak to me. 
“You are scared, so deep inside, you 
are scared but don’t you know so am 
I. I'm scared, but at least I will try.” “We can not change around until 
we change within. To scream and yell and sloganize only shields us 
from our own lives.” I really love this band, it’s too bad that you don’t 
find any like this anymore. 


VERBAL ASSAULT * 
TRIAL 


We Stand Alone by Sick Of It All (In-Effect) There were only 5,000 
of these things pressed so I don’t know if you can get them anymore. 
It’s a great 7” that has “What’s Goin’ On” and “We Stand Alone” on 
one side (both of which were re-- 
recorded for their LP “Just Look 
Around”) and a live recording on the 
f other side of My Revenge, World 
Full Of Hate and Betray by Minor 
Threat (which is a great rendition, 
but it is kind of annoying when at 
every SOIA show some asshole has 
to prove what a “true fan” he is by 

? yelling out “Play Betray!” For some 
WE STAND necueeae reason I find that really irritating). 
Sick Of It All are definitely one of my all-time favorite bands and one 
of the few bands I still get excited about seeing when they come 
around. Their music is driving and aggressive, their lyrics are strong 
without leaning too much to the “tough-guy” side (ok, they did a lot on 
Blood, Sweat and No Tears but for the most part they are right on). 
“Who are you, to make up rules, and put us down? With our friends, 
we'll stay to the end, and if it comes down to it, we’ll stand alone!!” 
Yup; pride, strength, individuality and unity. What else is hardcore 
about? 


BRIAN’S PICKS 


Chain of Strength - True Till Death 7” 


CHAIN OF 
STRENGTH 


What can I say about this 
classic God-send.... As with any kid 
first getting into HC music, I was 
buying records like crazy. I bought 
every HC record I could get my hands 
on, not even knowing what I was going 
to get, but I think that’s where all the 
excitement was. You'd go home with 
like 20 new records that you just spent 


all your money on and then you have to 


go through and listen to all of them to see what ones you liked and 
which ones you didn’t like. I’m not sure what everyone else did with 
the shitty records, but I always kept them, they just ended up in the 


back. Out of all the records that I bought in the first few years of my 
HC existence, this one single record ended up on my turntable 
almost every single day. The music is fast, harmonic, aggressive and 
brilliantly inspiring. No matter how often I listen to this I need to 
bounce around my room and act like I’m the singer, doing the youth 
crew jumps and the single finger points. I'll be right back, I have to 
relive my youth........ “HAS THE EDGE GONE DULL”? I guess it 
did for these guys, but fuck it, I don’t give a shit, it’s still one of my 
favorite records. I was even fortunate enough to see them play live in 
CT at the Anthrax in 1990. What a wonderful, delightful. 
experience. My oh my!!!! This is what HC was all about, before HC 
turned into shitty metal. Damn, where did “the day” go anyway? 
Favorite songs = Just How Much & Best of Times (no, not True Till 
Death). 


Dead Kennedys - Bedtime for Democracy LP 

————~—+ =i This is the first punk rock 
record J ever heard in my life. When I 
was in high school (many, many moons 
ago, more than I care to mention) I met 
this kid Eric Flemming and he let me 
borrow this tape in like 1986. I thought 
the music was so bizarre, because it was 
so foreign, but I was immediately 
captivated. We'd listen to this on his 
portable stereo everytime we went 
skating at Nordic (It’s a factory in an industrial park that has a cool 
loading dock that sinks into the ground with a transition on both 
sides. It’s a rad place to practice launches, so if anyone wants to know 
where it is, just ask, I'll bring you there.) It’s pretty special to me 
because this is what attracted me to punk and hardcore in the first 
place, fast, energetic music and insightful lyrics. Favorite songs = 
The Great Wall, Shrink & Lie Detector. 


7 Seconds - The Crew LP 


TSECONDS 


Another one of the “timeless 
classics” of punk / HC. I can’t believe 
this was put out in 1984. Isn’t that only 
a year after MOtley Criie put out Shout 
at the Devi? 1 probably don’t have to 
say that this doesn’t sound a fucking 
thing like Matley Criic, but I just want 
to be thorough and make sure everyone 
knows that this doesn’t sound like 
Matley Criie, because you know, I can 
see the similarities with the black make-up under the eyes and stuff. 
Anyway, Kevin was an idol of mine for a long time when I was 
growing up. I remember listening to this for years before I got to see 
them play, and I remember how excited I was to finally see them 
play. Even though they didn’t play very much off of this album, it 
was still incredible to watch them. I loved listening to Kevin speak in 
between the songs and spout his positive slogans and speeches. I 
talked to him after they played (actually more like kissed his ass, but 
hey I was like 17 then) and he seemed like the nicest most positive 
individual in the whole world. Even on the back of the record there’s 
a dedication to “the thousands of kids who have believed, still believe, 
and will always believe in being positive, aware, free-thinking 
individuals - together!” I loved this record ever since. The music is 
lightening fast with very basic 3 chord riffs and every song sounds 
the same, but they all sound good. Favorite songs = You Lose, The 
Crew, Young ‘Til I Die & Trust. 


Dismember - Like An Ever Flowing Stream 

I used to work at a factory 
called Comtek. I had a job there 
assembling computer printers (not that 
it matters, but in case anyone was 
interested). I worked with a kid 
named Willie. He had really long hair 
and I mean really long hair. He used to 
bring in his walkman everyday and his 
death tapes and listen to Vital 
Remains, Nybras, Death and assorted 
other bands of the same genre. He used to always let me listen to the 
new tapes he bought and while most I thought were mediocre at best, 
this one really pumped my gnads and I had him copy it for me. Ever 


since then Dismember has been my favorite death metal band (just 
above Cannibal Corpse). The music on this is so devastatingly 
brutal and fast that I help myself but love it. Ok, ok, I know 
Dismember is a death / thrash band and we’re supposed to only pick 
HC and punk bands, but out of all the new so-called HC bands out 
there that are trying their hardest to be the heaviest and most evil, 
Dismember is more HC than they could ever hope to be. Favorite 
songs = Bleed For Me, And So Is Life & Skin Her Alive. 


Misfits - If You Don’t Know This Song, What The Fuck Are 
You Doing Here? LP 

The sound quality sucks and | 
the music is played even worse, but | 
what can you expect from a live 
Misfits bootleg, in NJ, on Christmas, 
in 1981. The Misfits are my all-time 
favorite horror punk band in the 
world. I’m so glad that they’re back 
together, aren’t you?!?! I’m kind of 
bummed out that it isn’t really the 
original line-up with Glenn and Robo, but what can you do? I guess 
it’s better than nothing. The hardest thing I ever had to do is to 
figure out is which Misfits record to pick. They’re all so good; Earth 
AD, Evilive, Walk Among Us, Legacy of Brutality, Bullet 7”, plus all 
of the bootleg 7”s that I have, but I chose this one. The on-stage 
antics of the infamous Glenn, Doyle and Only make this record my 
favorite with such classic lines as, “Move on up here a little bit so I 
can see your faces, we ain’t that scary.” “We'll do that again later, 
when the bass is turned on.” “We ran out of fucking things to 
throw.” “Everyone who isn’t here tonight is an asshole.” “Thanks a 
lot... dick.” “Who wants to sing along, well get up here you fucking 
jerk.” “Make room for the band and you’re all set.” “Bobby Steele is 
an asshole fucking cunt.” “Fucking guitars, they don’t make them 
like they used to.” “I guess you guys don’t know how to dance, huh? 
Too fucking rough for you, huh?” “ Well do you think you'll get out 
of the hospital in time?” “Let’s hear it for the guys up front. Don’t get 
too messy guys.” “Hurry up with the water, I’m dying.” “Fuck it, 
we're almost off anyway.” “If you don’t know this song, what the 
fuck are you doing here?” It brings a smile to my face everytime I 
listen to it. And if I listen to it with my friend Brian Bardsley, we roll 
around on the floor laughing, because he’s as much of a fan as I am 
(almost). Favorite song = all 13. 


Suicidal Tendencies - s/t first LP 

OK, where to __ begin... 
Summer of 1987, brand new 
skateboard, 15 of us thrashing on my 
friend Joe Kelley’s mini-half blaring 
this precious artifact for all to 
appreciate. Right from the opening 
laughter memories of the “old days” 
flood my mind, dressing up like a little 
punk with ripped flannel tied around -*** 
my waist and skate in my hand. Wow, life oll to be fun when I was 
younger and irresponsible. That’s why it’s one. of my favorites, it 
reminds me of when youthful vigor consumed my body. And thanks 
to my wonderful wife, Allison, I now have the vinyl on first pressing 
with the original lyric sheet. Favorite songs = Memories of 
Tomorrow, Possessed, I Won’t Fall in Love Today & (of course) 
Institutionalized. 


Brotherhood - repress CD on Crucial Response 


BROTHERHOOD 


This is a repress of everything 
they recorded. I once had a friend 
- named Dave Powell. We used to go to 
shows all the time together and we'd 
trade records all the time. He let me 
borrow the Brotherhood demo back in 
1990 and I wouldn’t not give it back 
because it was the most intense thing I 
ever heard and it was my favorite tape 
then and this could very well be my 
favorite CD today. Then of course I lost the tape (I think Dave stole 
it back, but I could never prove it) and for the longest time (years and 
years) I could never find it anywhere and I never knew anyone that 
owned it so I could copy it. But alas, Crucial Response puts out the 
repress (ahhh, my saviors). This is about as HC as with song topics 
about SxE, unity & friendship (no, not about the “smoldering ashes of 
torment that consume my heart in a fiery rage and direct my mind 
into a blinding killing frenzy”). There’s enough positivity in this 
band to make the whole world smile, and with a name like 
Brotherhood, what can, you expect? Favorite songs = Stolen Mind, 
Three Things & Get Involved. 


Most people probably have 
never heard of Odd Man Out and I’m 
not surprised. Back in the day, when I 
still used to skate, Steve Caballero was 
my idol. He was short like me, and he 
was so smooth when he skated. I loved 
watching him in the old Powell-Peralta 
videos. The more I watched the videos, 
- the more I noticed that he wore a lot of 
oe WA Batman shirts. I always had a 
fascination with the Dark Knight and I thought, “Cool, he likes 
Batman too!” Me being the impressionable young lad that I was at 
the time, I went out and started buying Batman shirts like there was 
no tomorrow. I'll admit, I looked mighty debonair with my 
Caballero mini and my Batman shirts. Then life being the cruel 
inhumane force that it is turned the Caped Crusader into the newest 
trend. So after spending years looking for unique Batman shirts, the 
movie comes out and every department store had an entire line of 
assorted Batman shirts. I was so disgusted that I threw them all 
away. You may be asking what any of this has to do with Odd Man 
Out and now that J think about it, it doesn’t have a damn thing to do 
with Odd Man Out. Sorry. After the Faction broke up, Steve 
Caballero started a new band called Odd Man Out, except he played 
guitar in this band and not bass. After finding this out, I had to buy 
this tape. I even ordered it through Thrasher Magazine. When I got 
the tape I didn’t really like it, because it wasn’t at all what I expected 
it to be (the Faction were fast, hectic skate punk and Odd Man Out 
is mellow), so it just sat in my tape collection until my friend Mike 
started living with me. He pulled this tape out and started listening 
to it all the time and the more I heard it, the more I liked it. It’s more 
like rock than anything else, but it sounds like it has a strong 
influence from the Police. Believe it or not, it also utilizes a lot of 
keyboards. The music is not like anything you’ve ever heard before, 
but if you like the Police, I'd recommend this. I guess the music just 
had to grow on me. Well, that was my point, and Odd Man Out has 
nothing to do with Batman. Favorite songs = Trial By Fire, Injected 
Sin & Mommy Says. 


‘righteousness didn’t irritate me, it >. 


Dag Nasty - Can I Say LP 

You know, I don’t even 
remember when or how I obtained this 
record, so it’s pretty peculiar that it’s in 
here among my top 10 of all time. The 
music is very melodic HC and I’d 
probably compare it to Verbal Assault 
and Reason to Believe, but this is 
slower (some of the time) and more 
mellow. I didn’t get a chance to see 
these guys, unfortunately, but I did get to talk to Dave Smalley more 
than a few times. Skott Wade (of Daltonic fame) and I drove from 
Boston to Columbia, South Carolina to go see Down By Law play 
and to hang out with them on their tour (Skott was friends with 
them already and I went because I didn’t have anything better to do). 
After meeting everyone and being nervous talking to the old singer 
of one of my favorite bands, I got to know how good of a person 
Dave Smalley is inside. He’s, a totally inspirational individual as is 
this is a totally inspirational album. Talking to him and hanging out 
with him for 5 days was a very exciting time in my life and 
something I'll never forget. This album brings back those memories 
of my carefree youth. Favorite songs = One to Two, Justification & 


I’ve Heard. 


Crucial Youth - The Posi-Machine LP 

First of all, yes, this is where I] 
got the nickname Posi-Bri. I love this 
record and unlike Dave, their self- 


amused me and in a way inspired me. 
When I was hanging out with Dave ~~ ;ifsie 
Smalley during the Down By Law © 4's 

tour, their roadie was Gentleman Jim, ¢% fhe, 

the bassist of this band. I was loving it, a 

because almost every night when Skott 

and I got a hotel room, Jim would hang out with us all night and just 
stay in our room to sleep. All I had to do to annoy him is start 
singing some Crucial Youth and he’d start yelling at me to shut up 
and throw pillows at me. I even remember once he was on the phone 
with a friend of his and I kept singing the lyrics to “4 Rules” while he 
was on the phone and he had to start trying to explain to his friend 
over the phone about Crucial Youth. I’ve never heard someone 
stutter so much in my life. This album reminds me of that 
experience. And once again, the LP version does come with a copy of 
the Crucial Comix & Lyrics, but in addition to the Safety Squirrel 
Safe Mosh Do’s and Dont’s, it comes with a glossary of HC words 
and phrases. Here’s a sample; Bust: (or “Bust it Up”, or “Bust de 
House Down”) Play hard, mosh hard. Poser: Someone who thinks 
that a Dead Kennedys t-shirt and a Repo Man soundtrack album 
makes him or her ‘hardcore’. Often found thrashing to the mosh part 
and moshing to the thrash part. This is the funniest part of the entire 
album. It also reminds me of Dave, we used to listen to this a lot 
when we'd hang out over my house and we’d work all night on the 
zine. I miss Dave. Favorite songs = The Scene is Like a Bowling 


Ball, 4 Food Groups & The Posi-Machine. 


Sleepytime Trio = : (Young) Pioneers. 
“Songs and Stories" 7": "The Weak Force" LP “7 singh : 
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HEY HEY 
WERE THE 
MONKEYS!!! 


Allison Ann Holaday rules. I know everyone reading this is probably (prolly) asking 
| themselves “Who the hell is that?” She is the one person in my life that brings a smile to my 
face. She is the person that makes me truly happy and the only one who has ever made me 
feel really special. She is the object of all my attention and affection. I have a very deep 
rooted respect and admiration for her strong willed individuality and an even deeper rooted 
love and devotion for her caring and tenderness. I am fully absorbed by her exquisite 
beauty and I am honored to have such an intelligent and splendid woman by my side. She 
has taught me so much about myself and about life in general, something no one has done 
before. We have been through so much, and our relationship is so strong it will never 
break. She has shown me love, hate, happiness and sorrow all at the same time. She is 
always on my mind and she makes me feel the best I've ever felt. When I see her face, my 
heart melts and my insecurities crumble. When she touches me, my skin is on fire. When 
she holds me, my body tingles. When I'm not with her, I die. I NEED to be with her, which 
is also something that I’ve never felt before. She is my soul-mate and we are meant to be 
together forever. I love her deeply and I will be with her forever. 


Papo 
= Tea Lousy 


. 


If you tend to be too jealous, the teens at the Clarksville 
Academy suggest: 


“Talk it over with a friend. Ask what he or she would 


“Just try your best to be yourself.” : 

3. “Keep doing your best in whatever you do well. 

4. “Try to forget the person—'there are more fish in the 
sea.’ ” 

5. “Do something to let off the frustration—punch a 
pillow, lift weights, run a mile.” 

6. “Put yourself in the other person’s shoes. 

7. “Think over what you're jealous about. Is being 
jealous guing wo lieip you each your gait” 
; 8. “Think about how it affects you. Will you be the loser? 
Jealousy makes people ugly.” 

9. “Don’t hold it inside.” 

10. “Get to know the person you are jealous of a little 
better.” 


And the teacher of the ninth and tenth grades at the 
Clarksville Academy, Alice Cortner, suggests: “Try enough x 
objectivity so you can see your own positive points, Then, 
recognize, don’t explain away or rationalize, your jealou- 
sies.” 


Well this is Brian’s girlfriend here, Allison Ann Holaday and I am-writing to let all you good people know the 
real truth about your Mr. Brian Hull. He says “It's O.K. not to be a dick!” (all this Posi- Mumbo Jumbo). Well, 
the real truth is that he is no more positive than a man on death row. He likes to. make himself seem so perfect 
(Mr. Freakin’ Nice Guy.) blah blah blah. He flips people the bird if they cut him off just like you and me. He 
doesn’t say “Hey, maybe they hada bad day.” Fuck That. Now I can conceivably say that I spend the most time 
with him. So, believe me when I say he swears, spits, pisses in the grass, knocks down old women if they get in 
his way, (sometimes stealing there spare change, even). He has no problem stealing little kids ice cream cones 
just for one lick, (yeah right). He eats the whole damn thing (fat bastard). Watch out next time you see him 
coming. Remember the real truth. He is a wolf in sheep’s clothing, I suggest running the other way. 

; Thank you and Goodnight. - 


Punks Say The Darndest Things. 


Ok, as most of you probably know I am like, the net-king of punkland. Ok, maybe that’s a bit of an exaggeration, but I have on the net since 93, 
land one of my first experiences (aside from VampMUSHes, yes, I'm a gamer) on the net was joining the punk-list. Basically, it’s a list of punks 
with email addresses and any message sent to the main server (punk-list@cs.tut.fi) will get automatically forwarded to everyone on the list, I’ve 
been on and off of this beast for the past three years depending on how much free time I had. As you can probably imagine, three years of talking 
about nothing but the new Chokehold 7” or Fugazi's tour dates would get realty boring. Plus, punk is more a community of people and a group o) 
ideals than a style of music. So what it comes down to is that we end up talking about a lot of different shit that has nothing to do with punk music. 
This of course infuriates the little dweebs who just want to read obscure Sex Pistols interviews, but what the hell. So anyway, here are two of the 


have also heard about the straig 


Ok, I have a story to tell... 

Way back when I was in high school, there where still lots of 
Vietnamese boat people coming over and settling here. Everyday I 
would hang outside in the smoking area and smoke and talk to people. 
There was this group of tough guy asshole jocks who would hang out 
there and bully people everyday. (They were scared to death of me, 
because a guy with a mowhawk in Topeka, Kansas in 1980 was surely 
crazy and not to be fucked with). But these asshole fucked with every 
one else, they where all on the football team, and all big apes. 

Every day, this little Vietnamese kid (now don’t flame me 
for historic inaccuracy here, I spent more time in the smoking area then 
in history class). Anyhow- this little Asian guy would come scurrying 
by on his way to class with his books held tightly in front of him. The 
jocks would knock his books out of his arms and laugh. The kid would 
apologize to them, pick up his books and go on his way. This happened 
everyday. Sometimes the jocks would slap him around and kick his 
books around. The kid would always say "so sorry, so sorry" 
apologizing to these Neanderthals and go on his way. This went on for 
months. The jocks got away with this shit, because they are jocks, the 
chosen ones. 

One day, they pulled the same shit, there where 5 or 6 of 
them, and one little Asian dude. About 3 seconds after they knocked 
his books to the ground, they were all laying on the ground, bleeding. 
It happened so fast I still am not sure what happened. But the Asian 
kid was standing in the middle of them in some martial arts pose. He 
bowed to them, said "so sorry" picked up his books and went on his 
way. They had to take two of those gorillas to the emergency room to 
get their noses re-attached. That little guy (Im serious, he was like 5 
feet tall at the most) knocked the holy shit out of those dicks. He did it 
with surgical precision, no mouthing off, no posturing, no tough-guy 
shit. He just exploded and wiped the floor with them. 

I found out later that the "kid" was actually like 23 years old, 
had been conscripted into some army at like 8 years old, and had seen 
more death, fire fights, and blood shed then most of us will every see 
on TV by the time he was 15. He managed to get out and come here for 
an education. Those people are not taught to simply fight to win, they 
are taught to kill in the most efficient manner possible. I bet it took a 
great deal of control for that guy to only wound the jocks, and not just 
drop them dead on their lilly white asses. There is no doubt in my 
mind that he could (and in other circumstances, probably had) and 
with his bare hands too.... 

. The next day I saw him and went up to congratulate him for 
kicking the jocks asses. He didn’t want to hear it, or talk to me. In his 
broken English he said something like, "No, that was bad, I am here to 
learn, not fight, I let them divert me from my goal, they won. Sorry, no 
time for this..." And he walked off. 

Amazing, I'll never forget that. 

Bob Cutler <com@idir.net> 


more interesting things that have been posted to the p-list in the past few months. 
p.s. If you want to subscribe to it send an email message to majordome@cc.gatech.edu with the line “Subscribe punk-list” in the body. fou may 


htedge list. Even if you are straightedge, don't bother subscribing to this unless you have an I.Q. of 6 or less. 


Methadone Maintenance is a crock of shit. 


I'm sorry, I was too tired to articulate, but I was upset from 
learning certain aspects of the so-called "treatment" value of 
Methadone maintenance. 

It was during the civil rights movement when dissent from 
oppression grew such that riots and raids spread across the U.S., as led 
by Watts. Also, heroin use rose exponentially in the black community 
at this time, and according to Rafiq Bilal, it was because during the 
waves of riots, black youths were exposed to the heroin users on the 
streets. This was reflected in the criminal justice system reporting that 
75% of cases were related to drug trafficking. 

Anyway, in response Rafiq Bilal founded the Black Men's 
Development Center, where heroin addicts were treated (outpatient 
service) around the clock. They used Methadone, introduced in 1968, 
and implemented a program where 30 mg was administered, and with 
subsequent decreasing dosages to wean’ the addiction. (They were able 
to take up to 200 people at once as 3rd party custody in lieu of criminal 
prosecution because of this program.) 

The current Methadone maintenance program now is not 
based on this treatment model. 

Instead, the program today was developed by two physicians, 
Drs. Dole and Nyswander, who advocated Nazi Germany's model of 
"treatment" that Hitler used to treat opium addicts. They would start 
the Methadone maintenance by administering 60 mg first, and then 
gradually pump it up to 120-160 mg a day, rationalizing that the 
government clinics could help “build up tolerance" to the drug. But it's 
pretty much known now that Methadone is just as addictive as heroin. 
Worse yet, because it is a drug administered by government clinics and 
produced by corporate pharmaceuticals (Eli Lilly), it not only 
harvested big bucks, but it allowed the government to "control" blacks 
by creating and controlling the addiction, according to Rafiq Bilal. 
This isn't about healing or treatment, but CONTROL. Hence the term 
Methadone MAINTENANCE. 

Methadone maintenance, a government program, HAS 
NEVER BEEN CUT because drug companies hold big stakes (and it 
pretty much expanded beyond just controlling a particular group). 
Instead, the first programs to be cut have been drug counseling and 
other legitimate treatments. 

The really scary thing about this is that now you have 
consideration of an anti-depressant maintenance program for 
crack/cocaine addicts. As if that would solve the problem. These bogus 
maintenance programs are just an excuse to trade one set of garbage 
for another, with the goverhment benefiting in the process of 
controlling people and making drug companies rich. Their gain, but 
your loss. But who cares so long as you have your drugs. 

—Caephus, feeling a bit disillusioned at the moment. 
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Here's another story for 

you (and also another 

reason why this is the last 

issue of: Retrogression). 

It was Mon day, 

November 11th. Corrin 

is playing a show at Club 

Baby Head with Earth 

Crisis. For any of you 

who didn't already know, 

Earth Crisis is not one of 

my favorite bands. i 

think their intolerant and 

extremist attitude and 

views contributes 

copiously to the 

destruction of — open- 

mindedness and unity 

within the SxE_ scene. 

But I guess that doesn't 

really matt er as long as all 

the little Sx kiddies can 

scream, “A firestorm to purify ” blah, blah, blah. But I digress, Earth Crisis is not the story here, just the 
setting. Besides, if I get started on how much J hate certain aspects and “trends” of SxE kids, I'd fill up an entire 
zine with my rants. I go to the show with my favorite person, Allison, and my least favorite things, my stuff to 
distro. We set up’a table and spread out our commodities for sale. Maybe 15 minutes after doors open, there’s a 
flock of X’d up kids around the table browsing. I was already quite nervous because I knew a lot of kids were 
going to be there and I assumed a lot of stuff was soon to be stolen from me. Even though I don’t like to 
generalize people, | wouldn't trust most SxE kids any further than I could throw a key of heroine. I find this 
quite disturbing to say, I myself being drug, alcohol and tobacco free for my entire life, bat in most cases I’ve 
experienced this to be true. Not once have I ever set up merchandise at a punk show, or even a death metal 
show and had anything stolen, but it seems like | need 20 eves in my head to prevent theft at a SxE show. 
Maybe it’s because statistically speaking there’s more opportunity for SxE kids to steal stuff from me because | 
usually sell stuff at SxE shows.... Hmmmm, whatever. Don’t get me started on math either, because I could play 
with numbers all day long. Anyway, back to the story, I notice a kid picked up my zine. I got excited because 
usually people pass on zines so that’s why I took notice to this particular individual. So he’s checking it out, 
looking through the pages, then he glances up and sees me looking at him. | saw him fidget a little, then put the 
zine down. “Damn” I thought, he didn’t like the zine, so I start talking with Allison again. I notice out of the 
corner of my eye the same kid roll up the zine, put it behind his back and walk off. I immediately get pissed off 
and I watch him walk away and stand against a pole where some of his friends were. He pulls out the stolen zine 
and starts smiling to his friends and laughing. I get up, walk over to him and tap him on the shoulder, “You 
going to pay for that?” Everybody loses their smiles and the kid says, “Oh, uh... How much is it?” “2 bucks!” 
He walks back over to the table, puts it down and walks away, sullen faced because he didn't get to rip me off, I] 
hate people so much because of assholes like him. First to steal from me, and also to insult my intelligence by 
thinking he's going to get away with it. Fuck you kid, am I a schmuck on wheels? After the whole ordeal, I’m 
still fuming and | keep replaying the situation in my mind. Maybe I should’ve lectured him, maybe I should’ve 
asked him what ever happened to honesty, integrity and some simple fucking respect for others. And I don’t just 
mean within the small microcosms of the HC / punk scenes, but in mainstream society as well. Maybe I 
should’ve clued this fucker in and told him “It’s assholes like you that are fucking everything up.” “Your La 
Onda isn’t my La Onda.” It probably wouldn’t have made any difference though. Maybe I should've just beat 
his face in, but that probably wouldn’t have done any good either. But to quote Suicidal Tendencies, “pwo 
wrongs don't make a right, but they make me feel a whole lot better.” I think next time I will beat the scumbag’s 
face in. 


Yer AGAw BRiIan DoEeswT Sion His SHI. 


Who Guards The Guardians? 


As you know, we at Retrogression take voting and politics very seriously. While our friends in the anarchist community may say “any vote is a 
vote for the system” the truth of the matter is no matter what you do short of highly organized and armed revolution, the system is still going to be 
there. There will be power; the question is, who is going to fill the positions of power, people who’s agenda you agree with or people who’s 
agenda you disagree with? People who represent the Gay Rights movement or the Christian Coalition? It all depends on your vote. To this end 
we present who guards the guardians, a guide to who is doing what in the halls of power for better or worse so your vote may be. more informed 
when the time comes. ; 

This first bill we examine this time is the so-called Mining Law Giveaway. This bill, if passed, would have called for a moratorium of mining 
on public lands. Basically it would have stopped the practice of selling the mineral rights (referred to as patenting) of government owned land to 
private companies for $2.50 an acre. The two reasons for supporting this bill are the belief that it is unfair for mining companies to be charged 
below market rates for the use of this land and not return royalties to the taxpayers and also that the practice of mining on public lands is 
environmentally unsound. This bill passed the House as an amendment to the 1996 Interior Appropriations bill, however, it was defeated in the 
Senate. Voting YEA in this instance is a vote to (temporarily) halt the practice of “patenting” land like this. Voting NAY is voting to allow the 
practice of patenting. 

The second bill we’re looking at is House Resolution 3448, the Minimum Wage Increase Act of 1996, sponsored by Bill Archer (R-Texas). 
This bill was a package of tax relief for small businesses, a minimum wage hike and a few other related items all wrapped together. This is a 
tough one to discuss, because it has so many provisions in it. There were two amendments proposed to this bill to increase the minimum wage, 
one by Senator Kennedy (D-Massachusetts) which would increase the minimum wage immediately with no exemptions, and one introduced by a 
Republican colleague which would hold the minimum wage introduction off until 1997 and provide huge exemptions; for small businesses, for 
people having worked somewhere for less than six months, for those receiving tips. Mr. Kennedy’s bill was not the one adopted. Unfortunately, 
try as I might I could not locate the vote list for that particular amendment, which would have been strictly a vote on increasing the minimum wage 
with no exceptions. The vote presented here is for the entire Act of tax cuts, minimum wage exceptions and others. A vote YEA is to increase the 
minimum wage (with exceptions), reform the laws governing employee use of employer owned vehicles and cut taxes for small businesses. A vote 
NAY is a vote not to raise the minimum wage or cut taxes. In all fairness I feel I should present the case of those voting NAY (even though I do 
not agree with it). They feel that by raising the minimum wage it would put small business out of business and then the workers will earn nothing 
at all. They feel that raising the price of labor will overall slow down the economy, cost jobs and put small business owners out of business. They 
also argue that most minimum wage earners are not the sole wage earner in a family so therefore they don’t “need” the extra money. There may 
also have been some opposition to the bill over the tax cuts, because it’s very difficult to cut taxes and balance the budget. I think Mr. Kennedy 
stated the case for the passage of the bill quite simply when he said that a person making the current minimum wage working forty hours.a week 
for fifty two weeks a year will only make $8,800 per anum. ; 

The final bill this time is House Resolution 3396 (now public law 104-199) the infamous “Defense of Marriage Act’ also known as DOMA. 
As far as tesearching this bill it was simple. It’s not an amendment, it’s not part of some other bill. It’s very short and simply does two things, 
first it says that states do not have to recognize same-sex marriages performed in other states (note, right now no state allows same-sex matriages, 
although a court case in Hawaii might force that state to recognize them. This measure is to prevent gay couples going to Hawaii, getting married 
and then moving back to their home state having legal status as a married couple, which gives them rights to pension, health care, inheritance, 
hospital visits and other things that are reserved only for immediate family). Secondly it official defines in the eyes of the federal government the 
words “marriage” and “spouse” to exclude same-sex partnerships. A marriage is now defined as “only a legal union between one man and one 
woman as husband and wife” and spouse is defined as “only a person of the opposite sex who is a husband or wife.” Basically, what this is is 
gaybashing plain and simple. The debates over the bill were filled with vile rhetoric about how homosexuality is a sin and if we allow 
homosexuals to be married our society will fall apart. Because this bill is so simple, those who voted YEA can not claim that they were voting for 
some other item in the bill, like an act protecting homosexuals from discrimination in employment. They were voting simply to condemn 
homosexual partnerships. Those who voted NAY were few and far between, those who were supporting equal rights. They included only one 
Republican, and few of the female Senators and Reps (for those out there who think women can’t be oppressors simply because they are among the 
“oppressed class”). I was shocked to see some defectors like Paul Wellstone (D-Minnesota), who I counted on to fight this bill, but I was proud to 
see my boys Barney Frank and Ted Kennedy (both D-Massachusetts) standing up against the haters and voting against this bill. Now if only our 
illustrious President had had the sack to do the same.... : 


Ed Pastor (D) Nay Yea Yea 
REPRESENTATIVES Bao Diet ae 
John Shadegg (R) Nay « Nay Yea 
: Jim Kolbe (R) Nay Yea Yea 
Minimum J.D. Hayworth (R) Nay Yea Yea 
ats Arkansas 
A tabeusi Mining Wage DOMA Blanche Lambert Lincoln (D) Yea -- _- 
zs S ss Callahan (R N N y. Ray Thornton (D) Yea Yea _- 
Nee ( eg able ay BY 8 Tim Hutchinson (R) Nay Yea Yea 
Terry Everett (R) Nay Yea Yea Jay Dickey (R) Na. ae ea 
Glen Browder (D) Yea Yea Yea . y f y y 
Tom Bevill (D) Yea Yea Yea ase lei s(R) Na: Yea yeu 
Robert "Bud" Cramer (D) Yea Yea ' Yea bet y 
Wally Herger (R) Nay Nay Yea 
Spencer Bachus (R) Nay Yea Yea ‘ i 
Earl Hilliard Y Y y Vic Fazio (D) Yea Yea Yea 
Pein ie @) on oA - John Doolittle (R) Nay Nay Yea 
Robert Matsui (D) Yea Yea ~ Nay 
Mina rome ts) New. Yea ia Lynn Woolsey (D) Yea Yea Nay 
Matt Salmon (R) Nay Nay Yea George Miller (D) Yea Yea Nay 


Nancy Pelosi (D) Yea Yea Nay 


Ronald Dellums (D) 
Bill Baker (R) 
Richard Pombo (R) 
Tom Lantos (D) 
Fortney "Pete" Stark (D) 
Anna Eshoo (D) 
Norman Mineta (D) 
Zoe Lofgren (D) 
Sam Farr (D) 
Gary Condit (D) 
George Radanovich (R) 
Calvin Dooley (D) 
William Thomas (R) 
Andrea Seastrand (R) 
Elton Gallegly (R) 
Anthony Beilenson (D) 
Howard McKeon (R) 
Howard Berman (D) 
Carlos Moorhead (R) 
David Dreier (R) 
Henry Waxman (D) 
Xavier Becerra (D) 
Matthew Martinez (D) 
Julian Dixon (D) 
Lucille Roybal 
Allard (D) 
Esteban Torres (D) 
Maxine Waters (D) 
Jane Harman (D) 
Walter Tucker (D) 
Steve Horn (R) 
Edward Royce (R) 
Jerry Lewis (R) 
Jay Kim (R) 
George Brown (D) 
Ken Calvert (R) 
Sonny Bono (R) 
Dana Rohrabacher (R) 
Robert Dornan (R) 
C. Christopher Cox (R) 
Ron Packard (R) 
Brian Bilbray (R) 
Bob Filner (D) 
Randy Cunningham (R) 
Duncan Hunter (R) 
Colorado 
Patricia Schroeder (D) 
David Skaggs (D) 
Scott McInnis (R) 
Wayne Allard (R) 
Joel Hefley (R) 
Dan Schaefer (R) 
Connecticut 
Barbara Kennelly (D) 
Sam Gejdenson (D) 
Rosa DeLauro (D) 
Christopher Shays (R) 
Gary Franks (R) 
Nancy Johnson (R) 
Delaware 
Michael Castle (R) 
Florida 
Joe Scarborough (R) 
Pete Peterson (D) 
Corrine Brown (D) 
Tillie Fowler (R) 
Karen Thurman (D) 
Cliff Stearns (R) 
John Mica (R) 
Bill McCollum (R) 
Michael Bilirakis (R) 
C.W. "Bill" Young (R) 
Sam Gibbons (D) 
Charles Canady (R) 
Dan Miller (R) 
Porter Goss (R) 
David Weldon (R) 
Mark Foley (R) 


Yea 


Nay 


Yea 


Yea 


Carrie Meek (D) 

Tleana Ros-Lehtinen (R) 

Harry Johnston, II (D) 

Peter Deutsch (D) 

Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R) 

E. Clay Shaw (R) 

Alcee Hastings (D) 
Georgia 

Jack Kingston (R) 

Sanford Bishop (D) 


Michael "Mac" Collins (R) 


John Linder (R) 

John Lewis (D) 

Newt Gingrich (R) 

Bob Barr (R) 

Saxby Chambliss (R) 

Nathan Deal (R) 

Charles Norwood (R) 

Cynthia McKinney (D) 
Hawaii 

Neil Abercrombie (D) 

Patsy Mink (D) 
Idaho 

Helen Chenoweth (R) 

Michael Crapo (R) 
Ilinois 

Bobby Rush (D) 

Mel Reynolds (D) 

William Lipinski (D) 

Luis Gutierrez (D) 

Michael Flanagan (R) 

Henry Hyde (R) 

Cardiss Collins (D) 

Philip Crane (R) 

Sidney Yates (D) 

John Edward Porter (R) 

Jerry Weller (R) 

Jerry Costello (D) 

Harris Fawell (R) 

J. Dennis Hastert (R) 

Thomas Ewing (R) 

Donald Manzullo (R) 

Lane Evans (D) 

Ray LaHood (R) 

Glenn Poshard (D) 

Richard Durbin (D) 
Indiana 

Peter Visclosky (D) 

David McIntosh (R) 

Tim Roemer (D) 

Mark Souder (R) 

Steve Buyer (R) 

Dan Burton (R) 

John Myers (R) 

John Hostettler (R) 

Lee Hamilton (D) 

Andrew Jacobs (D) 
Towa : 

Jim Leach (R) 

Jim Nussle (R) 

Jim Lightfoot (R) 

Greg Ganske (R) 

Tom Latham (R) 
Kansas 

Pat Roberts (R) 

Sam Brownback (R) 

Jan Meyers (R) 

Todd Tiahrt (R) 
Kentucky 

Edward Whitfield (R) 

Ron Lewis (R) 

Mike Ward (D) 

Jim Bunning (R) 

Harold Rogers (R) 

Scotty Baesler (D) 
Louisiana 

Bob Livingston (R) 

William Jefferson (D) 


Nay 


Yea 
Yea 


Nay 


Yea 


Yea 
Yea 


Yea 


Yea 
Yea 


Yea 


W.J. "Billy" Tauzin (D) 
Cleo Fields (D) 
Jim McCrery (R) 
Richard Baker (R) 
James Hayes (D) 
Maine - 
Jim Longley (R) 
John Baldacci (D) 
Maryland 
Wayne Gilchrest (R) 
Robert Ehrlich (R) 
Benjamin Cardin (D) 
Albert Wynn (D) 
Steny Hoyer (D) 
Roscoe Bartlett (R) 
Kweisi Mfume (D) 
Constance Morella (R) 
Massachusetts 
John Olver (D) 
Richard Neal (D) 
Peter Blute (R) 
Barney Frank (D) 
Marty Meehan (D) 
Peter Torkildsen (R) 
Edward Markey (D) 
Joseph Kennedy (D) 
Joe Moakley (D) 
Gerry Studds (D) 
Michigan 
Bart Stupak (D) 
Peter Hoekstra (R) 
Vernon Ehlers (R) 
Dave Camp (R) 
James Barcia (D) 
Frederick Upton (R) 
Nick Smith (R) 
Dick Chrysler (R) 
Dale Kildee (D) 
David Bonior (D) 
Joseph Knollenberg (R) 
Sander Levin (D) 
Lynn Rivers (D) 
John Conyers (D) 
Barbara Rose Collins (D) 
John Dingell (D) 
Minnesota 
Gil Gutknecht (R) 
David Minge (D) 
Jim Ramstad (R) 
Bruce Vento (D) 
Martin Sabo (D) 
Bill Luther (D) 
Collin Peterson (D) 
James Oberstar (D) 
Mississippi 
Roger Wicker (R) 
Bennie Thompson (D) 
G.V. Montgomery (D) 
Mike Parker (D) 
Gene Taylor (D) 
Missouri 
William "Bill" Clay (D) 
James Talent (R) 
Richard Gephardt (D) 
Ike Skelton (D) 
Karen McCarthy (D) 
Pat Danner (D) 
Melton Hancock (R) 
Bill Emerson (R) 
Harold Volkmer (D) 
Montana 
Pat Williams (D) 
Nebraska 
Doug Bereuter (R) 
Jon Christensen (R) 
Bill Barrett (R) 
Nevada 
John Ensign (R) 


Nay 


Yea 


Yea 


Barbara Vucanovich (R) 


New Hampshire 
Bill Zeliff (R) 
Charles Bass (R) 
New Jersey 
Robert Andrews (D) 
Frank LoBiondo (R) 
Jim Saxton (R) 
Christopher Smith (R) 
Marge Roukema (R) 
Frank Pallone (D) 
Bob Franks (R) 
Bill Martini (R) 
Robert Torricelli (D) 
Donald Payne (D) 


Rodney Frelinghuysen (R) 


Richard Zimmer (R) 
Robert Menendez (D) 
New Mexico 
Steven Schiff (R) 
Joe Skeen (R) 
Bill Richardson (D) 
New York 
Michael Forbes (R) 
Rick Lazio (R) 
Peter King (R) 
Daniel Frisa (R) 
Gary Ackerman (D) 
Floyd Flake (D) 
Thomas Manton (D) 
Jerrold Nadler (D) 
Charles Schumer (D) 
Edolphus Towns (D) 
Major Owens (D) 
Nydia Velazquez (D) 
Susan Molinari (R) 
Carolyn Maloney (D) 
Charles Rangel (D) 
Jose Serrano (D) 
Eliot Engel (D) 
Nita Lowey (D) 
Sue Kelly (R) 
Benjamin Gilman (R) 
Michael McNulty (D) 
Gerald Solomon (R) 
Sherwood Boehlert (R) 
John McHugh (R) 
James Walsh (R) 
Maurice Hinchey (D) 
Bill Paxon (R) 
Louise Slaughter (D) 
John LaFalce (D) 
Jack Quinn (R) 
Amo Houghton (R) 
North Carolina 
Eva Clayton (D) 
David Funderburk (R) 
Walter Jones (R) . 
Fred Heineman (R) 
Richard Burr (R) 
Howard Coble (R) 
Charlie Rose (D) 
W.G. "Bill" Hefner (D) 
Sue Myrick (R) 
Cass Ballenger (R) 
Charles Taylor (R) 
Melvin Watt (D) 
North Dakota 
Earl Pomeroy (D) 
Ohio 
Steve Chabot (R) 
Rob Portman (R) 
Tony Hall (D) 
Michael Oxley (R) 
Paul Gillmor (R) 
Frank Cremeans (R) 
David Hobson (R) 
John Boehner (R) 


Yea 


Yea 


Yea 


Yea 


Yea 


Nay 


Marcy Kaptur (D) 
Martin Hoke (R) 
Louis Stokes (D) 
John Kasich (R) 
Sherrod Brown (D) 
Thomas Sawyer (D) 
Deborah Pryce (R) 
Ralph Regula (R) 
James Traficant (D) 
Bob Ney (R) 


Steven LaTourette (R) 


Oklahoma 
Steve Largent (R) 
Tom Coburn (R) 
Bill Brewster (D) 
J.C. Watts (R) 
Emest Istook (R) 
Frank Lucas (R) 
Oregon 
Elizabeth Furse (D) 
Wes Cooley (R) 
Ron Wyden (D) 
Peter DeFazio (D) 
Jim Bunn (R) 
Pennsylvania 
Thomas Foglietta (D) 
Chaka Fattah (D) 
Robert Borski (D) 
Ron Klink (D) 
William Clinger (R) 
Tim Holden (D) 
Curt Weldon (R) 
Jim Greenwood (R) 
Bud Shuster (R) 
Joseph McDade (R) 
Paul Kanjorski (D) 
John Murtha (D) 
Jon Fox (R) 
William Coyne (D) 
Paul McHale (D) 
Robert Walker (R) 
George Gekas (R) 
Michael Doyle (D) 
William Goodling (R) 
Frank Mascara (D) 
Philip English (R) 
Rhode Island 
Patrick Kennedy (D) 
Jack Reed (D) 
South Carolina 
Mark Sanford (R) 
Floyd Spence (R) 
Lindsey Graham (R) 
Bob Inglis (R) 
John Spratt (D) 
James Clyburn (D) 
South Dakota 
im Johnson (D) 
Tennessee 
ames Quillen (R) 
John Duncan (R) 
Zach Wamp (R) 
Van Hilleary (R) 
Bob Clement (D) 
Bart Gordon (D) 
Ed Bryant.(R) 
John Tanner (D) 
Harold Ford (D) 
Texas 
im Chapman (D) 
Charles Wilson (D) 
Sam Johnson (R) 
Ralph Hall (D) 
John Bryant (D) 
Joe Barton (R) 
Bill Archer (R) 
Jack Fields (R) 
Steve Stockman (R) 


Yea 


Yea 


Lloyd Doggett (D) Yea Yea 
Chet Edwards (D) Yea Yea Yea 
Pete Geren (D) _ Nay 
William "Mac" Thornberry (R) Nay Nay 
Greg Laughlin (R) Nay Nay 
E "Kika" de la Garza (D) Nay Yea 
Ronald Coleman (D) Yea Yea 
Charles Stenholm (D) Nay Yea 
Sheila Jackson Lee (D) Yea Yea 
Larry Combest (R) Nay Nay 
Henry Gonzalez (D) Yea Yea 
Lamar Smith (R) Nay Yea 
Tom DeLay (R) Nay Nay 
Henry Bonilla (R) Nay Nay 
Martin Frost (D) Yea Yea 
Ken Bentsen (D) Yea Yea 
Richard Armey (R) Nay Nay 
Solomon Ortiz (D) Nay Yea 
Frank Tejeda (D) Yea Yea 
Gene Green (D) Yea Yea 
Eddie Bernice Johnson (D) Yea Yea Yea 
Utah 
James Hansen (R) Nay Nay Yea 
Enid Greene Waldholtz (R) Nay Yea 
William Orton (D) Nay Yea 
Vermont 
Bernard Sanders (I) Yea Yea 
Virginia 
Herbert Bateman (R) Nay Yea 
Owen Pickett (D) Yea Yea Yea 
Robert Scott (D) Yea Yea 
Norman Sisisky (D) Yea Yea 
Lewis F. Payne (D) Yea Yea 
Bob Goodlatte (R) Yea Yea 
Thomas Bliley (R) Yea Yea 
James Moran (D) Yea Yea 
Rick Boucher (D) Yea Yea 
Frank Wolf (R) Yea Yea 
Thomas Davis (R) Yea Yea 
Washington 
Rick White (R) Nay Yea 
Jack Metcalf (R) Nay Yea 
Linda Smith (R) Nay Yea 
Richard "Doc" Hastings (R) Nay Nay 
George Nethercutt (R) Nay Nay 
Norman Dicks (D) Yea Yea 
Jim McDermott (D) Yea Yea 
Jennifer Dunn (R) Nay Yea 
Randy Tate (R) Nay Yea 
West Virginia © 
Alan Mollohan (D) Nay Yea 
Robert Wise (D) Yea Yea 
Nick Rahall (D) Yea Yea 
Wisconsin 
Mark Neumann (R) Yea Yea 
Scott Klug (R) Yea Yea 
Steve Gunderson (R) Yea Yea 
Gerald Kleczka (D) Yea Yea 
Thomas Barrett (D) Yea Yea 
Thomas Petri (R) Nay Yea 
David Obey (D) Yea Yea 
Toby Roth (R) Yea Nay 
F. James Sensenbrenner (R) Yea Nay 
Wyoming 
Barbara Cubin (R) Nay Nay 


SENATORS 


Mining 
Alabama 
Howell Heflin (D) Nay 
Richard Shelby (R) Nay 
Alaska 


Frank Murkowski (R) Nay 


Minimum 
Wage 


Yea 
Yea 


Yea 


Ted Stevens (R) 
Arizona 

Jon Kyl (R) 

John McCain (R) 
Arkansas 

Dale Bumpers (D) 

David Pryor (D) 
California 

Barbara Boxer (D) 

Dianne Feinstein (D) 
Colorado 

Hank Brown (R) 

Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R) 
Connecticut 

Christopher Dodd (D) 

Joseph Lieberman (D) 
Delaware 

Joseph Biden (D) 

William Roth (R) 
Florida 

Bob Graham (D) 

Connie Mack (R) 
Georgia 

Paul Coverdell (R) 

Sam Nunn (D) 
Hawaii 

Daniel Akaka (D) 

Daniel Inouye (D) 
Idaho 

Larry Craig (R) 

Dirk Kempthorne (R) 
Tlinois 

Carol Moseley Braun (D) 

Paul Simon (D) 
Indiana 

Dan Coats (R) 

Richard Lugar (R) 
Towa 

Charles Grassley (R) 

Tom Harkin (D) 


Robert Dole (R) 

Nancy Landon Kassebaum (R) 
Kentucky 

Wendell Ford (D) 

Mitch McConnell (R) 
Louisiana 

John Breaux (D) 

J. Bennett Johnston (D) 
Maine 

William Cohen (R) 

Olympia Snowe (R) 
Maryland 

Barbara Mikulski (D) 

Paul Sarbanes (D) 
Massachusetts 

Edward Kennedy (D) 

John Kerry (D) 
Michigan 

Spencer Abraham (R) 

Carl Levin (D) 
Minnesota 

Rod Grams (R) 

Paul Wellstone (D) 
Mississippi 

Thad Cochran (R) 

Trent Lott (R) 
Missouri 

John Ashcroft (R) 

Christopher Bond (R) 
Montana ~ 

Max Baucus (D) 

Conrad Burns (R) 


Nay 


Nay 


Nay 


Nay 


Nay 


Nay 
Nay 


Nay 
Nay 


Nay 
Nay 


Yea 


Yea 


Nay 
Nay 


Yea 


Yea 


Yea 


Nebraska 
James Exon (D) 
Robert Kerrey (D) 

Nevada 
Richard Bryan (D) 
Harry Reid (D) 

New Hampshire 
Judd:Gregg (R) 
Robert Smith (R) 

New Jersey 
Bill Bradley (D) : 
Frank Lautenberg (D) 

New Mexico 
Jeff Bingaman (D) 
Pete Domenici (R) 

New York 
Alfonse D'Amato (R) 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D) 

North Carolina 
Lauch Faircloth (R) 
Jesse Helms (R) 

North Dakota 
Kent Conrad (D) 
Byron Dorgan (D) 

Ohio 
Mike DeWine (R) 
John Glenn (D) 

Oklahoma 
James Inhofe (R) 
Don Nickles (R) 

Oregon 
Mark Hatfield (R) 
Bob Packwood (R) 

Pennsylvania 
Rick Santorum (R) 
Arlen Specter (R) 

Rhode Island 
John Chafee (R) 
Claiborne Pell (D) 

South Carolina 
Ernest Hollings (D) 
Strom Thurmond (R) 

South Dakota 
Thomas Daschle (D) 
Larry Pressler (R) 

Tennessee ; 

Bill Frist (R) 


Phil Gramm (R) 

Kay Bailey, Hutchison (R) 
Utah 

Robert Bennett (R) 

Orrin Hatch (R) 
Vermont 

Jim Jeffords (R) 

Patrick Leahy (D) 
Virginia 

Charles Robb (D) | 

John Warner (R) 
Washington 

Slade Gorton (R) 

Patty Murray (D) 
West Virginia 

Robert Byrd (D) 

Jay Rockefeller (D) 
Wisconsin 

Russ Feingold (D) 

Herbert Kohl (D) 
Wyoming 

Alan Simpson (R) 

Craig Thomas (R) 


Nay 


Nay 


Nay 
Nay 


\Wertten + Complen ¢ 


Yea Yea 
Yea Nay 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Nay Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Nay 
Nay Yea 
Nay Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Nay Yea 
Nay Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Nay 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Nay Yea 
Nay Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Nay 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
_ Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Yea Nay 
Yea Yea 
Yea Yea 
Nay Yea 
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fax: B18-763.7763. email: cashew Omn.com iraka Moa 7” is next, eatin threadbare and harvest members 


ais 
second nature, 


Thanks, Retrogression, for a great zine! 
From GOLDENROD and Goldenrod Mail Order. 


$3.50 


ist of in- items: 

Boilermaker Watercourse LP/CD $8/$10 
Boilermaker in Wallace's Shadow LP/CD $8/$10 
Deetheart Queen Worker Drone LP/CD $8/$10 
Deerheart Male 7” new $3 
Hemlock Valvestate 12”/CD $8/$9 


The Champs 1st 7” (galaxia) 
Olivelawn 4>2 7” (on Nemesis) $3.50 
Unbroken And/Fall on Proverb 7” $3.50 
Jenny Picolo/Locust split 5” pic disc $5.00 
Boilermaker debut 2 song 7” (wrenched) $3.50 


Other records from Men's Also available through 
Recovery Project, 100 Watt Halo, | hese distributors: 
Swivelneck, 4, ColdWaterCrane. | Chicago, Suretire, 
the Faction, Tine Age 13, Radio 


Choke, Revolver, 
Rotz, Ebullition, Crank! 
Wendy, Unleaded, Lucy’s Fur ? 


and others, Thanks, 


Supemova Calling Hong Kong +2 7” $3.00 
RFTC Scream, Dracula, Scream LP $9 
Man Is The Bastard Thoughtless LP/CD $8/$10 
Spanakorzo/Swing Kids 10” $7 
Cars Get Crushed Blue & West LP/CD $8/10 
Cars Get Crushed Drag Explosive LP $8 
Tanner Ill-Gotten Gains LP $8 
Everready Fairplay CD new $9 
Everready Reinheitsgebot CD $9 
Clikitat Ikatowi Orchestrated by...CD/LP$8/$9 
g.u.i.rootCD —_san jose! $9 
Goldenrod 19 band comp/sampler $8 
Fishwife Poquita, Rosada Mona CD new! $10 
Lidsville (former INSTED) CD new $10 
Tanner/No Knife split 7” 

Knapsack debut 2 song 7” 


Calabash Case debut 7”(wrenched) $3.50 
Evergreen Trudy Push Pin 7” $3.50 
Tanner Blueprints 7” (liquid meat) $3.50 
Tanner Guard Dog 7” (Standard) $3.50 
16 Sail Rabbit (one sided-Standard) 7” $3.50 
Karp / Rye Coalition split 12” $7.50 
Los Cincos/Crown for Athena7” $3.50 
Carbomb/Fisticuffs Bluff split7” $3.50 
Blink Uranus T: $3.50 
Blink / lconoclasts split 7” $3.50 
Flut/J Church split 7” $3.00 
Horace Pinker/Face to Face 7” $3.50 
Less Than Jake Crash Course... $3.50 
Less Than Jake Pez Kings $3.50 
Everready All Time Low 7” 
$9 


$3.50: 


Coat, Big Drill Car, The Vss, 
Paper Tulips, Nothing Rhymes 
With Orange, Overwhelming 
Colorfast, 0, Dragons, Boy’s Life, 
Spanakorzo, Evergreen, Mineral, 
Christie Front Drive, Giant's 
Chair, Greensleep, Born Against, 
Huggy Bear, the Automatics, 
Round Nine, Jon Cougar 
Concentration Camp, and a lot 
more. And free catalogs, too. 
Just write! 


New records on 
Goldenrod soon: 100 
Watt Halo LP/CD, Tina 

Age 13 LP/CD, 
Letdowns 7” or 12”, 
Red Aunts/Tanner 7”, 
No Knife/ColdCrank 

split 7”, etc. 


ALL PRICES ARE POSTPAID within USA! 


To Order: write down what you want, including alternatives 
(you get a credit slip if we’re out) and do the math. Within 
USA, if you order: more than three Items, subtract 1 dollar, 


Discount Ataxia’s Alright Tonight CD 
Discount All Too Often 7” $3.50 
Discount Wonder Pulled Me Under 7” $3.50 
Samuel Lives Of Insects CD $7 
Servotron Batteries Not Included 7” $3 
Red Stars Theory 10” $7 


more than five items, subtract 3 dollars, more than ten items, 
subtract 5 dollars. Foreign, please add $2 per item up to 5 
items, then $1 per item after that. Write clearly. Send it all to: 
Goldenrod 3770 Tansy St San Diego, CA 92121. 


wot! iogers: HMgs/WWW skateboard comMARPbOD. 


Deadbolt/Strangers split 7” new 
Dodgeball 4 song coloring book 7” 
Tina, Age 13/Ovarian Trolley split 7” 


Mock Pity/Remember Me 7” 
Chinchilla 2 song 7” Tall/Easy 


: I fucking wish - ed. 


2 are : : 
against interracial mariages - ed. 


Hey, it’s not like we asked these kids to write us 
letters letting us know that we rule... 


Figure 1: a personally drawn picture from another satis- 
fied customer expressing their joy with VERY’s quality 
service. Those damn crazy kids nowadays... 


Victory * Revelation ¢ Jade Tree * Dischord * New Age ¢ 
Gern Blandstein « Dr. Strange * Lost & Found ¢ Gravity 
Equal Vision ¢ Ebullition * Lookout! * Bloodlink ¢ Initial « 
Doghouse ¢ Art Monk Construction ¢ Kill Rock Stars « 
Conquer The World * Wreck Age * Rhetoric * Watermark « 
Endless Fight * Desparate Fight * Crucial Response « 
Edison ¢ Ringing Ear * Old Glory * Too Damn. Hype « 
Striving For Togetherness * Earache * Indecision * Toybox * 
Go Kart * Theologian » Back Ta Basics * and more... 


Stores! Don’t feel left out... 
We also deal direct to stores, and we keep our markup real 
low too, so drop us a postcard or fax us at (215) 426-9662 
for our latest wholesale catalog. You won't be disappointed. 


...our Customers just seem to want to do it after order- 
ing from Very Distribution. We get lots of nice letters 
from kids all over the world (see figures 1 & 2). And we 
don’t even entice, bribe, or pay kids to do it. Just like we 
didn’t pay Inside Front fanzine to proclaim Very as ‘the 
nation’s best mailorder” either. The only thing we do 
is what we know best: getting you the latest hardcore, 
punk, & indie releases cheap, fast, & convenient. It’s 
pretty simple. You order from us, you get quick service, 
cheap prices, & you find just about all of the stuff you're 
looking for in one shot. We carry cds, vinyl, cassettes, 
shirts, Zines, vidoes, & much more. And you don’t even 
have to worry about if we’re gonna rip you off, either. We 
are 100% honest & reliable. Pinky swear. We are satis- 


fied with keeping you kids happy (the limos & fat Swiss bank 
accounts don't hurt either). This way everyone comes out of 
the deal as a happy camper. So send us a buck ($2 if 
you live outside of the U.S.) for our monthly 60 page+ 
catalog filled with all the releases we carry & then 
some. And hopefully you'll come to love ordering from 
Very Distribution & write us nice letters like these, too... 


Figure 2: (also our address) 


(psst... that’s “P.O. Box 42586” just in case if you can’t read it.) 


How To Think (not What To Think) 


a critical essay by David Grenier 


This piece may well make me even more hated than my diatribe against radical feminism in CRUSADE! #1, 
however, I think it must be said. A piece entitled How To Think may lead you to believe that I think Iam some sort of 
messiah who has all the answers to our problems. I am not. I'm not going to tell you what is politically correct, or 
incorrect, what opinions you should have or what all the "answers" are. I merely feel that there is a severe lack of 
logic and critical thinking ability in this scene. Not only in the punk/hardcore scene, but often in the (left wing) grass- 
roots political scene as well. 

I maintain, as I always have, that there is no such thing as a "Wrong" opinion. Sure, it may sound hippyish I 
guess, and several people would probably point to me and say "Eating meat is wrong," “Rape is wrong,” or "Hitler 
was wrong,” and while I would most likely agree that all of those things are horrendous, I would accuse you of false 
logic, lack of listening and reactionary thinking. Why? Because none of those things are opinions, they are actions. 
Actions using force or threat of force against another person is unacceptable, bat that is another point for another time. 
Opinions are not right or wrong, they are valid and invalid. They are valid if they are based on good information, 
and they are invalid otherwise, whether you agree with them or not. And the point of this piece is testing the validity 
of an opinion. It's not about what opinion you should have, or what you should think, it's about how to make sure 
you are thinking rationally. 


Upon what are you basing your opinion? doesn't apply. Just make sure you try all fifty-seven 
Too often I have heard people say "No, this is _ flavors first. 
something I've thought about a lot." Usually that is 
meant to impress ones opponent in a debate and lend Hearsay, it's not just a shitty record label. 
some sort of validity and strength to your opinion. It "Yeah, I heard that the kid who put out the 
isn't really backing up your opinion at all, not Daltonic 7" totally dicked them over." "Amy's boyfriend 
reinforcing it, not defeating your opponent's attacks. lost his edge.” "Rancid signed to a major label." All of 
The statement merely says that you used some sort of these are rumors | have heard in the past two or three 
thought process to reach your stance and conjures up months. They may or may not mean anything to you, 
images of someone sitting around their room all alone | depending on how much you care about the 
with some sort of gloomy gothic or perhaps classical hardcore/punk scene, but rest assured they are all 
music in the background resting their chin on their fist | untrue. I know Rancid are still on Epitaph because I 
like The Thinker contemplating the problem. Obviously, _ receive all of their official press releases in the mail. I 
if they spent so much time brooding over it their opinion know Dan is still drug free because I have talked to him. 
must hold some weight, right? * I know the kid who put out the Daltonic 7" didn't dick 
Wrong. "I've thought a lot about this" means _ the band over because I'm wearing his pants (and I have 
nothing next to "I've done a lot of work on this." If a contract to prove it (to prove that I didn't dick them 
you've spent hours upon hours in a library, a lab, doing —_ over, not that these are my pants). 
field studies or somehow garnering information related So what? So rumors are a big part of punk, big 
to your topic than your opinion will hold some weight. _ fucking deal. No, listen, all of these things are untrue, 
The information you gather is the foundation upon __ yet the lies still get propagated. People hear something 
which your opinion (and all arguments defending it) and either immediately assume it is true or don't care 
will be built. Without that foundation, it's nothing but whether or not it is. They pass it on to the next person 
trailer in a Kansas tornado. and the next person for some unknown reason, perhaps 
Of course, if the opinion you are espousing is so they can seem like a cool scenester who has the inside 
merely your favorite color or flavor of iced cream or scoop on everything, perhaps just because they want to 
anything else that relates only to yourself, then this make conversation and it is the only tidbit of 
information they have to share. Whatever the reason, it 
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happens. The rumors get spread and spread and rarely 
questioned. Often, you will hear the same rumor (or 
two versions of it, since it is all passed on through 
hearsay it comes out like that children's game 
"telephone" where "Don't Mess With The US." becomes 
“Donny Must Use One") from different sources and then, 
well, it must be true because "everyone knows..." 

And “Everyone knows" is rumor's ugly half- 
brother. "Everyone knows that the government created 
AIDS,” "Everyone knows that cigarettes are all tested on 
animals." Often times the “everyone knows" is not 
actually stated, but implied. It often comes into play 
with more political statements that can be a lot more 
dangerous than rumors about who's dating who or who 
lost their edge. It is important to understand the trivial 
rumors in the hardcore scene not only because they 
should be disregarded, but also because we need to see 
how they relate to misinformation about political issues. 

The misinformation is rarely a deliberate act of 
malice. Instead, these lies are often passed on either 
because the person cares too much or doesn't care 
enough. Idle chatter is the pathway for a good number 
of these myths. Sit around any college dorm lounge 
long enough and you will eventually hear someone 
mention that if your roommate commits suicide you 
automatically get a 4.0 grade point average for that 
semester. My old Folklore teacher, Dr. Griffith 
interviewed several students from various institutions 
and all had heard that rumor. When he checked the 
handbooks of these Universities not a single one 
mentioned such a rule. It is what is known as an urban 
myth, and there are tons of other examples. In fact, 


there are two books out entitled The Choking Doberman 
and Curses, Broiled Again! that are all about Urban 


Legends. If you're interested, you can pick them up in 
almost any bookstore in the very odd location of the 
Humor section. 

The point is, these rumors get started and 
thrown around casually for no other reason than it 
allows the speaker to take part in a conversation. Little 
attention is paid to its truth value, speaker and listeners 
are more concerned with it's entertainment value. The 
effect of this is that you hear it so many times you 
assume somewhere in your mind that it must be true. 

The other factor is people who care too much. 
Oftentimes these are people who have a "cause." These 
people are more dangerous because they usually have 
some sort of statistic that sounds impressive and 
accurate. Usually it is inaccurate, because if it is uncited 
it can be embellished often or sometimes is from a 


"study" or "poll" that never happened. For example, on 
three different occasions three different women recited 
to me a number that was allegedly the percentage of 
men who said that they would commit rape if they knew 
they would not get caught. Each time the figure was 
different, ranging between sixty and eighty per cent, and 
each time the woman in question could not cite where 
she had read this, who conducted the study and what 
the demographics of the tested group were. They 
wanted so badly to believe this awful "fact" about men 
because it fit in with their feminist views. I doubt any of 
the women deliberately made up the statement for 
malicious purposes, I am sure, like the college student 
talking about the “easy A," each woman had heard about 
that poll enough times from other members of the anti- 
rape movement that they eventually assumed it to be 
true and either didn't think about the fact that they did 
not know the source, or didn't care, assuming there to be 
a source somewhere because they trusted the people 
who had told it to them in the first place. As far as Iam 
concerned, until I can actually see the poll results 
myself, there was no poll and it is a lie. 

Many people do not realize that they are 
spouting hearsay. The words come out automatically 
because they had heard them so many times before. It 
has nothing to do with being stupid or malicious. 
Oftentimes, the person does not think about where they 
heard it until asked. Then they often say “I don't 
remember" or "I read it somewhere" or sometimes even 
lie and say "well I heard it from my brothers friend who 
knows the guy it happened to," simply because it is 
extremely embarrassing to admit (especially in any sort 
of confrontational situation) that a) you were probably 
wrong and b) your supposed "inside information" 
(which usually just granted you the spotlight among 


, your circle of friends/acquaintances for a moment) is 
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really just spreading rumors. 

Rumors are not any source of accurate 
information. Whenever someone says anything to you, 
ask them where they got that information ("There's 
you're bus." "Where did you hear that?") Try to think 
about where you heard something before you share it 
with the rest of the group. Avoid hearsay at all cost. 


Something I noticed about Personal Observations... 
Oftentimes a piece in someone's zine will begin 
with the words "something I've noticed lately..." You 
may be expecting me to say that personal observations 
are worthless and if it wasn't written down by a 
Harvard professor it's of no use. This is not so. Not 


entirely at least. In fact, personal observations can be 
incredibly valuable to you, but theré are some basic 
tenets you should keep in mind. 

When formulating a stance based on your own 
experience, Selective Perception will be your biggest 
enemy. It is most dangerous when you are working 
from memory or stating a general impression you got of 
something. What Selective Perception is, in essence, is 
noticing or remembering only what you want to notice 
or remember. For example, I drive from Attleboro into 
Boson every day to go to work. Hundreds of cars pass 
and are passed by me on this trip. I notice none of them, 
really. But say, for example, my car finally breaks down 
for the last time and I need to get a new car. I shop 
around and buy, lets say, a Saturn. Suddenly, on the 
same trek I have been making for several months, I 
notice ton of Saturns. They're everywhere. Did the sales 
in Saturns boost over the weekend, or did I just start 
noticing them more because they're on my mind? 

Selective Perception. 

If you look for anything long enough you will 
find it. If you believe, for example that all newspapers 
are sensationalist and only care about murders and car 
accidents, when you glance quickly at the morning 
paper all you will see is blood. If you're constantly 
being told how advertisers exploit women's bodies and 
use sex to sell everything then what do you think you'll 
see on the TV, the Bongo Jeans ads or the Mutual of 
Omaha life insurance commercials? Test yourself. If 
you believe ether of these two things, actually sit down 
with a newspaper and read every single article. Then go 
back and count how many were sensationalist gore and 
how many were not. Yes, actually count. Or watch two 
hours of television with a pad and pen and draw a hash 
mark on one side of the page for every commercial that 
chiefly features sex and a hash mark on the other side of 
the page for every commercial that doesn't and then see 
what you find. Of course, these are still somewhat 
subjective, where one might consider a somewhat 
attractive librarian sexy, and therefore a sex oriented 
commercial, another might not. But examining any facts 
in this such light, trying to gather actual statistics, to just 
general impressions, testing you theories... it can cut out 
a lot of faulty assumptions. 

Of course, gathering information from other 
sources to augment or clarify your position is always 
helpful. 


A source is a source, of course, of course 
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At some point, depending on what it is you are 
trying to argue, formulate a stance on, whatever, you are 
going to have to go beyond just what you yourself 
noticed. For example, if you want to talk about what 
you think the international community should do in 
Bosnia than it behooves you to perhaps go to the library 
and read several articles on he situation rather than just 
give an uninformed "well I think this is what we should 
do" without knowing why or how realistic your solution 
is. 

Getting sourced information is beneficial no 
matter what you are considering. However, there are 
sources and there are sources. I've seen far too many 
"articles" in zines on vegetarianism that only list a PETA 
flyer as their source of information. A flyer is nothing 
but propaganda. It's like saying “McDonalds 
hamburgers are really tasty because their commercials 
say so.” Flyers are good for introducing you to a 
perspective you may not have considered, but it is up to 
you to do actual research on them. Hopefully a flyer 
will list some additional sources for you to check out at 
the bottom. The same thing goes for zine articles. Since 
most articles in zines are entirely unresearched, basing 
your opinion on them is like building a house on a fault 
line. Even if it is a more "intellectual" zine like this, or 
several of the zines listed under the Recommended 
Reading section, they're usually, by definition, biased. 
Zine articles, like flyers, should make you say "oh, that's 
interesting, I never knew about that, where can I get 
more information on this subject?" Hopefully, 
somewhere in the piece should be a list of other sources 
for you to check out for yourself, evaluate their content, 
their worth and see how it affects your position. 

Books and magazine articles are often your best 
bet, but even these must be individually evaluated. 
Sometimes these sources are little more than a front for a 
special interest group. This may be apparent on the 
surface or you may have to know something about the 
publisher, which is difficult. Like it or lump it, the best 
sources for information are usually the big-time news 
gatherers such as the New York Times, the Boston 
Globe, Time, Newsweek, US News and World Report, 
NPR and The BBC. I know many people out there will 
say that this is just "corporate media" and like to blame it 
for all of our social problems, but you know something, 
the right-wingers say that too. Newt Gingrich calls the 
media "liberals" and "socialists." Time magazine 
received a letter accusing it of being pro-abortion for it's 
coverage of the Brookline shooting. While many 
anarchists and left wingers believe the mainstream 


media is to controlled by "the system" "the corporations" 
and "the government,” the right wingers say it is 
controlled by liberals and in some cases, controlled by 
"Jews". It must be a sad existence to work for a 
mainstream news publication, because they seem to be 
hated by everyone. But that is only because they tend to 
be concerned with getting at a story, not forwarding 
someone's cause or appeasing a special interest group. 

Basically, what I am trying to say is, make sure 
your source is accurate. 


Diversity, the choice of a new generation 

Accurate, however, is a very subjective term. 
Like I said, there are several people out there who don't 
trust the "mainstream media" but somehow think that 
anything printed in an anarchist newspaper must be 
correct. Or people who will write an article on hunting 
and: only look at the PETA recommended reading list, 
but never at US Department of Fish and Wildlife 
documents, copies of Field a & Stream or anything else 
relating to the topic that doesn't espouse the position 
that they have already decided is correct. This is called 
Fundamentalist thinking. It is also called being close 
minded, and it is very bad logic. 

It has been said that nothing can be proven, it 
can only be disproven. Asa social scientist I was trained 
to set up a series of hypothesis and try to disprove each 
one. I mean really try. And the one(s) left standing are 
the mostly likely "true" candidates (although they can 
never be considered proven). 

It has also been stated that there should exist 
something called the "Marketplace of Ideas". That any 
idea, no matter how wacky, how leftist or rightist should 
be allowed to exist and thrown into this marketplace, 
and we will sort through it all and somewhere in their 
lies "truth." However, if we don't sift through all of the 
materials, we're never going to have a_ balanced 
perspective. If you only read what you already believe, 
you will never learn, you will never grow. In fact, it 
only shows how weak your position is, because, we're it 
truly strong then you would be able to read conflicting 
ideas and take a few attacks. You would be able to 
receive those attacks with an open mind and see how 
they affect your position, not just glance at the words 
and say "they're wrong.” 

. For example, a book came out over the summer 
entitled The Bell Curve. the primary thesis of the book is 
that intelligence is genetic and whites are more 
intelligent than blacks because all of the intelligence had 
been "bread out" of blacks. It further states that blacks 
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are destined to be an underclass. Those ideas make me 
sick. Like most people I dismissed it out of hand as 
racist and classist. I realize now that I was wrong. Not 
that I was wrong about it being racist, but that I was 
wrong to dismiss it out of hand without even reading it, 
never mind trying to take it seriously. Who knows, 
maybe it may have a few good points in it, even though 
the overall message stinks. Or, (you'll al hate me for 
saying this) maybe just because it is politically incorrect 
doesn't mean it is scientifically inaccurate. We can not 
pretend the laws of nature will fit around our own 
philosophies and political agendas. 

Sadly, it seems that those who most often 
champion open mindedness are themselves close 
minded. No tolerance for intolerance an all that. It's ok 
to be biased if your biased in my way, but if you don't 
agree with me you're just "controlled by the system." 
Shutting yourself of from information that you don't like 
is akin to refusing to hire an employee who is an ethnic 
minority or a woman. You're shutting yourself off from 
some good potential, and the person who takes 
advantage of that potential will go far further than you, 
every time. 

Always seek to challenge yourself. Grow or die. 


Empirical versus Anecdotal evidence 

My apologies for sticking this section clumsily in 
here. I wanted to talk about it before because I think it is 
a very important point, but I could never quite find the 
correct place to introduce the topic. 

Basically, Empirical evidence is facts, gathered 
Statistics, that sort of thing. Anecdotal evidence is 
personal stories. For example, on the affirmative action 
debate the empirical evidence points to the fact that the 
percentage of contracts awarded to minority owned 
businesses is very small, yet anecdotal evidence shows 
that sometimes white owned companies that are 
struggling lose out on contracts they bid lower for 
simply because the owner is white. 

Empirical evidence is the big picture, about 
society at large, Anecdotal evidence is about the 
individual. Empirical evidence is the rule, Anecdotal 
evidence is the exception. They both have their uses, 
neither one is always right, but they should both be 
considered in every case. Just be aware of them. 


Pride, the sword that strikes down nations 

Well, I've got barely any space left, so I'll wrap 
up with this; once you've formulated a position, it's not 
illegal to change it if you come across new information. 
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Anti-Fla 


After several months of trying to get the three members of Anti-Flag in one place at one time for an interview I 
finally managed to corner them their first weekend back from a seven week U.S. tour by bribing them with a 
lovely Eatn’Park meal. We went after they played their welcome home show and this is the result. 


Retrogression: Ok, I don’t 
even have any questions 
made up because every time 
I was supposed to interview 
you guys before I sat down 
and wrote up a bunch of 
questions and the interview 
got canceled. 

Justin Sane: So this time 
you didn’t believe it would 
happen 

Retrogression: Yeah 

Justin Sane: You’re a wise 


man. 

Retrogression: Yeah, I 
figured it was gonna be 
another one of these 
situations that fell 
through. 

Pat Thetic: But you’re 
bribing us with food. We 
do a lot of things for 
food. 

Retrogression: So I guess 


the first question is the 
most basic one. Who’s who 
and who plays what? 


Justin sane: I’m Justin 
Sane I play guitar and 
sing. 

Pat Thetic: I’m Pat Thetic 


I play drums and=e sing 
sometimes now which is sort 
of silly. And my social 
security number is 2026-69- 
018, 

Justin Time (to save 
tour): I’m Justin Time 
save the tour) 

Justin Sane: We‘re the 
Justins. Justin’s our new 
bass player and he did save 
the tour. 


the 
(to 


Pat Thetic: We're at 
Eat’nPark in Pittsburgh, 
PA. 

Waitress: That was yours, 
the orange juice? 

Pat Thetic: That was 
Wandi’s. 

Retrogression: Ok, that’s 
another good questions. Is 


Justin now a part of the 
band? What’s gonna happen 
with that since he lives in 
Connecticut and you guys 
live in Pittsburgh? 

Pat Thetic: Well, there’s a 
lot of things we need to 
discuss. 


Justin Sane: We were 
supposed to have that 
conversation yesterday and 


we didn’t. So get back to 
us in a few days. 
Retrogression: So you guys 


seem to be a lot happier 
after this tour than your 
last one. What’s different 
this time? 

Pat Thetic: It wasn’t an 
emotional pressure cooker 
for two weeks. 
Justin Sane: 
blast. 

Pat Thetic: This tour was a 
lot more lively. 
Retrogression: What 
happened on the last tour 
to make it go so badly? 
Justin Sane: Andy (flagg) 
quit. 

Pat Thetic: Andy quit in 
the middle of it. 

Justin Sane: We hadn’t been 
getting along for a long 
time and we’d been having 


Le was a 


differences. I couldn’t 
even tell you what they 
were. I mean I could go on 


or hours but basically this 
tour... Justin’s a great 
guy and we get along great 
with him. 

Retrogression: That’s not 
what you said last night 
about him. (all laugh) 
Pat Thetic: Well... 
was in private. 
Justin Sane: He believes 
shit like that, you 
shouldn't say that. 

Pat Thetic: He’s gullible 


that 


Justin Sane: Also Carly 
came down. 

Pat Thetic: Yeah, say hi to 
Carly. 

Retrogression: You’re the 
roadie for this tour so 
you’re allowed to talk. 

Pat Thetic: Carly’s the 


rockinest, we love Carly. 
Justin Sane: Carly fucking 
handled shit. 


Pat Thetic: She runs Crap 


records out of New York 
does some really great 
stuff. Has a good comp 


out, what’s the name of the 
comp again? 


Carly: Uh it doesn’t really 
have a name yet. 
Justin Sane: The good comp 


Pat Thetic: The good comp 
on Crap records Leu 
fucking awesome comp, 


that’s what it’s called. 
Justin Sane: I think what 
really helped is that there 
was no tension.” I can’t 
remember being with cool 
people who I've gotten 
along with so well for over 
two months. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): I agree. If I’m 
gonna be stuck in a van for 
two stinking months with 
anyone on this planet, I'd 
choose these three. 
Retrogression: And stinking 
is right from what I heard. 


Justin Sane:'’ Stinkiest 
wins. i 

Pat Thetic: Stinkiest Wins! 
Retrogression: Explain the 


Stinkiest Wins scenario 
Pat Thetic: Ok this is my 


brainstorm theory. If 
you’re the stinkiest one 
you don’t have to smell 


anybody else and you don’t 
have to be disgusted. See, 
if you take a shower and 
then you don’t smell then 
you start smelling 
everybody else and = you 
smell your own clothes and 
then you get disgusted. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): You lose. 

Pat Thetic: You lose. But 
if you are the stinkiest 
one than you win, that’s 
the theory. So if anybody 
goes out on tour remember 
that. 

Justin Sane: Don’t shower. 
Pat Thetic: Showering’s all 
bad. 

Retrogression: So do you 
guys all agree that Pat’s 
really stinky. 


Justin Sane: Stinky Pat 
always wins. 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): Take your shoes off, 
lets get this on tape. 
Justin Sane: The 
player would melt. 


tape 


‘respected. 


- Dave 


Retrogression: So Justin, 
what’s your story? I know 
a lot about Pat and the 
other Justin, so what’s 
your story? 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Well, a year ago I 
joined my first local band 
in Connecticut. 
Retrogression: And how much 
did they suck? 


Justin Sane: They were 
great. 
Retrogression: Did they 


suck as much as Anti-Flag? 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): No, they were 
awesome. (Pat and Justin 
laugh) You shut up. 

Pat Thetic: You’re gonna 
get him in trouble. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): And then they were 
semi-established and well 
And then I 
joined a more well 
established local band that 
was less respected. 


Retrogression: Who were 
they? 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): The Pudge Daddy-o’s 
and then The Ugly Truth. 
Then The Ugly Truth was 
opening up for Anti-Flag at 


a Skate Park in 
Connecticut. 

Pat Thetic: And you 
couldn't hear anything 
because the PA was 
horrible. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): No, I was really 


impressed and I went up to 
Pat after the show and said 
“Man, you guys really 
smoke.” and he goes “Ahhh, 
would you be interested in 
joining?” And it all took 
off from there I guess. 

Pat Thetic: We took him in 
the back room. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Justin took me in 
the back room and I had to 
play bass for him. 
Retrogression: So this was 
on the last tour when Andy 
quit? Andy had already 
quit? 


Pat Thetic: Andy quit in 
the middle of the tour. 

Justin Sane: Andy was cool 
for the fact that he quit 
and he agreed to finish the 


tour’- (glasses clinking as 
the waitress takes 
everything away, I missed 


the last part of Justin’s 
sentence) 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Could I have some 
water please? 


Pat Thetic: You can share 
mine. 

Retrogression: Wow, male 
bonding. 


Waitress: Crackers? 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): | Nah, I can’t, I*m 
gonna have a lot of food I 
think. 
Justin Sane: 
this soup. 


I’m dying for 
We talked over 
the phone, Justin only had 
three days to learn the 
songs and then we went on 
tour. 

Pat Thetic: He came in 
about three or four days 
before the tour. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): We had about three 
rehearsals and that was 
it. We went on the road. 
Pat Thetic: So the first 
shows were a little rough. 
Justin Sane: Yeah, we 
sucked, man we’ve never 
sucked so bad. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Shut up man, the 
first shows were the best. 

It was towards the end 
that we started to suck. 
Pat Thetic: Well.... 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Do you realize how 
hard it is to be on bass? 
Justin Sane: Not you, not 
you, just the band. He 
was fine really, there was 
just no continuity. 
Waitress: Ok, we need one 
glass of water, is that 
it? 

Pat Thetic: Yeah, I think 
so, that'd be great. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): We play the songs 
differently than’ they’re 
recorded now as well, anda 
lot of things seem 
different. To me at least. 
You don’t need to include 
that when you’re writing 


this. I just figured I’d 
say that. 

Retrogression: No, I'm 
including the waitress 


coming over and giving us 
our food, cuz that’s the 
typé of guy I am. 


Pat Thetic: Why am I 
getting all these? I don’t 
want them. 

Carly: No, they’re for 
Justin. 

Retrogression: ok, so 


speaking of recorded stuff, 
what’s going on with the 
new CD and all that? 


Justin Sane: We have a new 
Anti-Flag/DBS split out. 
DBS is a great band, I mean 
they’re like brothers to 
me. 

Pat Thetic: We love ‘em 
Carly: Gotta love them. 

Pat Thetic: Carly 
loves them the most, 
know what I mean. 
Carly: Never 
anything. 
Justin Sane: 


even 
if you 
tell Pat 


So that came 


out, it was great. Touring 
with them was great. When 
you’re on tour, the people 


you’re touring 
become so close to. 


with you 
Then 


we had six or seven other 
people and it was just like 
they were in Anti-Flag too. 
Anti- 


so we have the 


Flag/DBS split which you 
can get off Neffer Records 
which is from Canada. I 
don’t know how long it will 
be on Neffer Records but 
right now it’s on Neffer 
Records. 

Retrogression: Why do you 
not know how long it will 
be on Neffer Records? 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): Because we hate 
Neffer Records. (Justin 
and Pat laugh). I didn’t 
say it. 

Retrogression: Hey, I don’t 
ask the easy questions. 


I’m being nice to you so 
far, just wait until I 
start getting into Justin’s 
reputation (Wandi laughs). 


Why do Neffer 
Records? 

Justin Sane: I don’t hate 
Neffer Records at all. The 
woman who runs Neffer 
Records basically I don't 
agree with a lot of her 
philosophies. I think that 
basically she is trying to 
run a rockstar label and 
that she tells people what 
they want to hear to make 
things sound better than 
they are. Her and Anti- 
Flag have to sit down and 
discuss what her goals and 
priorities are and what our 
goals and priorities are 
because when we went into 
it we thought that our 
goals and priorities were 
the same thing and now we 


you hate 


feel that it’s different. 
If she wants to get bands 
on MTV and that’ thing, 
that’s fine, but that’s not 
what we want to do. 
Retrogression: Is that what 
she wants to do? 
Justin Sane: No, 
doesn’t say that that’s 
what she wants to do, but 
it really comes across like 
that. 
Justin Time 


she 


(to save the 


tour): There's subtle 
hints. Like we played some 
commercial record stores, 
like... what would you call 
those? 

Pat Thetic: Commercial 


record stores. 
Justin Time 
tour): Yeah, 


(to save the 
we played 


right next to the Led 
Zepplin CDs in one store. 
There was no point in us 


doing that at all. 

Justin Sane: She booked 
that. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): It was just 
wackiness. That was in 
Canada. 


Justin Sane: It seemed like 
it was more about making a 
buck than it was about the 
music. She actually booked 
a show at a club where the 
people that ran the club 
were total Fascists and we 
would never have booked it 
there. 


Retrogression: What makes 


you say that? 


Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Well they treated 
us like shit. 


Pat Thetic: Well the DBS 
kids stayed there? 
Retrogression: Are you 


talking fascists like they 
were Italian and wanted to 


divide society up into 
functional segments or 
what? 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): No, but they 
treated us like it was a 
privilege for us to _ be 


there and we should just 
bow down. 

Justin sane: No, your 
talking about the wrong 
club. 


Justin Time (to save the 


tour): It’s not The 
Republic? 

Pat Thetic: No, we're 
talking about the Nazi 


club we played in London. 
Justin Sane: So we don’t 
know for sure but we got 
the feeling it was a Nazi 
club after playing and 
talking to the owner. 
Retrogression: You mean 
there was a big swastika 
flag up on the wall? 
Justin Sane: There might 


as well have been. x 
think she was hiding 
information from us 
because she knew we 
wouldn't play, and fuck 


yeah we wouldn’t play a 
Nazi club, definitely. So 
there were conflicts like 
that. Neffer is by no 
means a Nazi label but I 
just don’t know if the 
things that we’re trying to 
accomplish and she’s trying 


to accomplish are the same. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): DBS by the way 


didn’t have anything to do 
with that. They were 
freaking out like we were. 

Justin sane: Then the New 


Red Archives cD will 
probably be out in two 
months I think. Maybe 


three. 


Pat Thetic: Mind 
Control A will 
prebably be out by 
Christmas. 

Ret rogression: Is 
Mind: Control the 
title or the label? 
Pat Thetic: It’s the 
label. 

Justin Sane: Yeah, 
they put out the [Tf 
couldn’ t hear him 


over someone's 
silver-ware 
rattling] 
Retrogression: 
quys have a lot 
shit coming out. 
Justin Sane: Most of 


You 
of 


it has different 
stuff on es 
There’s no overlap 
with the DBS/Anti- 
Flag split and 
anything else. 


There's a little bit 
of overlap with the 
12" and the cD. We 
have a couple of 7's 
coming out. We have 
a?” coming out with 
the Dread which is a 
split. I’m kind of 
excited about that, 
I wasn’t really 
before. But:« now I’m 
really excited 

Pat Thetic: The Dread rock, 
Justin Sane: The Dread kick 
ass. And we have either a 
split 7° with Against All 
Authority from Florida ad 
there’s heen talk about a 
split %* with the Bouncing 
Souls from New Jersey too 
but there hasn‘t been talk 
about. that for a while. 


Retrogression: Soa how do 
you feel about the New Red 
thing? 

Justin Sane: It’s wicked, 
they’re great. They ‘ve 
helped us out a Lot. We 
met with them, had a blast. 
Retrogression: Do you have 
any problems with the fact 
that it‘s going to he 


distributed by Cargo? 
Justin Sane: Well, IT dunno, 
DBS - 

Pat Thetic: They had some 
major problems with Cargo. 


Retrogression: What do you 
mean? 

Justin Time {to save the 
tour}: Flat out ripping 
them off. 

Justin Sane: Cargo seem 


like real dicks. T£ you 
want. to get. distributed in 
Canada you ge through 
Cargo. They’re the only 
aistributors in Canada. 
You have to ask yourself a 


question if that’s ok oar 
not. So it sucks, I don’t 
really totally agree with 


the policies but, f dunno. 
Basically we went through a 
lot of trouble with New Red 
to have the CD sell at a 
cheaper list price. We 


thought that they were 
trying to sell it for too 
New i was really 


much. 


@ to work with us’ to 
give us exactly what we 
wanted. 

Retrogression: fo you gat 
them to d@rop the price of 


the cD? 
Justin Sane: Yeah, 


made a special deal 


and they 
with us 


so that we can work with 
the small distros and other 
places we know so that they 
can get the CDs for a 
cheaper price. If you doa 
ad Oo you can write to us 
and we’ll hook you up. So 
that ort of get‘’s around 
the whole Cargo thing for 
us. 

Retrogression: Ok, so I‘ve 
heard you say a couple 
times that Neffer Records 
isn’t really about what 


Anti-Plag’s about. So what 
exactly is Anti-Flag about? 


Pat Thetic: Chicks, heers 
and fast cars. 

Justin Sane: Drugs. 
Retrogression: Justin? 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): Just chi for me, 

Retrogression: No heers or 
$ or fast cars for you 
3? 

Justin Time (to save the 


4 


tour): Ok. 
Carly: Don’t put him behind 
the wheel. 


Retrogression: PD he not 
know how to drive? 

Justin Time {to save the 
tour): I‘m a very good 
driver. 


THE OLD MAN WITH ANTI-FLAG 


Retrogression: One of thos 
cute Little tour 


that the kids love 

Pat Thetic: We have very 
interesting driving 
patterns, all of us. 

Carly: Every single one of 
us hates how the other ones 
drive. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Except for Pat. Pat 
drives very well. 

Carly: See those two team 
up and then Justin (Time) 
and I team up an 

Justin Sane: It‘s a 
slugfest. 

Justin Time (to save the 
four}: Lt‘s Like the 
straightedgers vs. the.. 
no, wait a minute. 

Carly: It's like the rich, 
trying to divide us. 

Pat Thetic: It’s all about 
the hooze and’ drugs. 

Justin Sane: one thing 
we're absolutely not about 
is rockstar shit. I‘d much 
rather go play for five 
kids in a basement than for 
some big promoter in some 
big club who doesn’t give a 
fuck about the music or the 


scene and is just in it for 
a buek. And Neffer was 
booking with people like 
that when they could have 
been booking with kids. 
And that was one thing for 
us that was a real problem. 


Carly: Canada’s a Lot. 
different from the States 
Loo. 

Justin Time (ta save the 
tour}: In Canada there‘s 
not as many places to play 


and I don’t know if the 
kids are as organized. 
Carly: There’s not as many 


bands. 


Justin Sane: What else are 


we ahout? 

Pat ‘ Thetic;: 
Ahhhhhhhbhbhhh. . . ummm? 
Well, Justin and I are 
straightedge, and we've 
been straightedge our whole 
lives and think it’s a 
positive way to live our 


lives and other people have 


ways of living their lives 
that are different from 
ours. 
Ret rogression: That’s 
Justin Sane not dustin 
Time. 


Pat Thetic: So that’s one 
thing that we’re about. 

Retrogression: So would you 
say that anti-flag promotes 
that sert of thing? I 
mean, I know you’re not 
like Earth Crisis out there 


saying “we're gonna 
firestorm all the drug 
dealers” but is that 
something that just you 
believe in persenally or 
something that anti-flag 
believes in and promotes? 

Pat Thetic: Well it’s 


something that we are and 
just because we are that it 


tends te come out in what 
we do. Kids who talk to us 
after the show, we talk to 
them about things like 
being straightedge and 


things of that nature. : 
Justin Sane: I think we’re 
straightedge but we promote 
unity too. I don’t see a 
point in punk rock kids who 


are straight and not 
straight fighting each 
other. I mean that’s how 
they grind us down, you 
know? 

Retrogression: “They"? 
Justin Sane: The Man! 
Retrogression: So that’s 
about it then? 

Justin sane: Well we could 


go on forever, it’s kind of 
a loaded question. 
Obviously there’s the whole 
nationalism stance and 
everything. 

Retrogression: So you’re a 
nationalistic band then? 


Pat Thetic: Oh yeah, we 
are. 
Justin Sane: We believe 


that America is the land of 
the free and the home of 
the brave (laugh) 
Retrogression: You’re doing 
a split with Bound For 
Glory on Resistance Records 
and everything? Opening up 
for One Life Crew 

Pat Thetic: Yeah, cuz we 
heard they were gonna kick 
your ass and we wanted to 
be a part of that bouncing 
on your head. 

Justin Sane: I don’t 
believe in nationalism at 
all just because I believe 
that... You know, we're 
called anti-flag and we 
could just as easily be 


called aAnti-Religion or 
Anti-Racism or Anti- 
Homophobia. 

Pat Thetic: It’s not as 
catchy though. 
Retrogression: It doesn’t 


look as good on a flyer. 

Justin Sane: Yeah. But the 
point behind that is that I 
believe that the Rich use 
all of those instruments to 
divide the poor, to divide 
the masses. I mean the 
rich can use any of those 
vehicles to gain a lot of 
power. They can throw a 
war whenever they want. 

Pat Thetic: We can bomb 


Iraq again, and again, and 
again. [I’m not sure if 
this interview was 


conducted before or after 
we launched Cruise missiles 
towards Iraq this summer - 


Ed. ] 
Justin Sane: When you look 
at strikes just in the 


history of Pittsburgh a lot 
of times the factory owners 


used different 
nationalities and played 
them off against each 
other. They played the 


Italians off the Irish and 
did different things to 
wear the unions down so 
that they could get what 
they wanted. And that’s a 
major thing we talk about 


on stage. I don't believe 
in calling myself an 
American, Canadian, 
European, African because 


it’s all bullshit. We're 
all the same. If you’re a 
poor person you’re a poor 
person you’re getting 
fucked no matter what 
nationality you are. 
Retrogression: So do you 
think that gets across to 
the kids? 

Pat Thetic: I think it gets 
across to the kids in the 
fact that I like to think 
that they won’t go out and 
join the army and they’1ll 
think about things before 
they... When they see the 
commercials on the Navy and 
the kids graduating high 
school and they think “Wow, 
I can be all that I can 
be.” 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): I can swab decks. 
Pat Thetic: Yeah, I can be 
out shooting people and 
wearing this nice uniform. 
Because I think that’s a 
big option for kids when 
they graduate from high 
school because a lot of 
kids aren’t to bright and 
they don’t have college - 
Justin Sane: Just look at 
us. 

Pat Thetic: So you either 
join anti-flag or go in the 
army. And I think a lot of 
kids look at that and see 
that as a viable option. I 
think it’s definitely not 
and if a kid at least 
starts to think about it a 
little bit than I think 
it’s a positive thing. And 
we've gotten bashed, we got 
bashed really well in - 
where were we? 

Justin Sane: We we're in 
Winnipeg, and I think that 
it’s really cool when kids 
really think about what 
we're saying. 

Pat Thetic: Because we're 
up there spewing and if 
they just accept it all 
then they’re sort of going 
against what we’re saying. 
Justin Sane: But this girl 
had a real problem with 
“Kill The Rich” and she 
didn't think it was fair to 
generalize and talk about 
rich people and stuff like 
that. I think we sat down 
and had a good talk about 
it and it was cool because 
she didn’t just accept what 
I had to say and I don’t 
think anybody should just 
accept what anyone has to 
say. I don’t think people 
should accept what I have 
to say. It’s cool that 
kids don’t totally agree 
with what we believe in, I 
think that’s great. We’re 
just throwing an idea out 
there and saying “just 
think about this,” we’re 
not saying “if you don’t 
believe this than fuck 
oft .« 


Retrogression: 
“Kill The Rich’ 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Speaking of it. 
Retrogression: I heard this 
story about Justin once. 
There was this particular 
young lady.... Now we could 
go into pages and pages 
about Justin’s reputation 
with the young ladies. 
Let’s just say that 
“reputation” and “young” 
are the two important words 
in that phrase. 

Everyone : (laugh) 

Pat Thetic: D’oh! 

Justin Sane: I’ve already 
defended myself too much, I 
don’t even try anymore. 
Retrogression: So anyway 
there was this particular 
young lady from the suburbs 
who’s father was fairly 
wealthy and in a discussion 
with you and some other 


Speaking of 


people somebody said 
something about "kill the 
rich" and she asked “well 
would you kill me? I’m 


rich.” and your reply was 
“no, not you baby, you're 
different.” ’ 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Oh my god. 


Justin Sane: No _ honey- 
child. No my little 
pumpkin pie. ; 


Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Anti-flag is over, 
the career is gone. 

Justin Sane: Actually that 
never happened, but do you 
want to pretend like it did 
happen? 

Retrogression: Well, as you 
said, that girl said you 
shouldn't generalize. I 
know you would never go out 
and murder somebody for 
having more money than you, 
I know it’s just an 
expression. 
Justin sane: 
couple things behind “Kill 
The Rich.” One thing is 
that the title is there to 
grab people but when you 
read the lyrics there’s a 
lot more to it than “kill 
rich people.” It’s 
basically saying “don’t let 
yourself be used by people 
in power because they’re 
just using you to make 
money. They’re killing you 
to make money. So instead 
of letting yourself be 
murdered for a buck, think 
about how you’re getting 


There’s a 


used and fight against 
that.” 
Pat Thetic: There’s also 


the comment about who's off 
fighting these wars in 
Saudi Arabia or Iraq. It’s 
not Mr. Suburban Kid who’s 
off in college - which 
luckily I was able to do - 
It’s not the Rich Guy’s 
kids off fighting the war, 
it’s somebody else’s kids. 


Justin Sane: And then the 
other thing behind too is 
that when I talk about rich 
people - to me, someone who 
makes a million dollars or 
a couple million dollars, 
they’re on a much better 
position than me 
economically and have a lot 
more advantages, but 
they’re basically dog shit 
too because they’re not the 
one’s calling the _ shots. 
The people who. call the 
shots and run the world are 


the people who make 
billions and billions of 
dollars. It does sicken me 


that people make such an 
extreme amount of money. I 
can’t imagine why anybody 
would need to make more 
than a million dollars or a 
hundred thousand dollar by 


exploiting people and 
exploiting third world 
labor. Another thing I try 


to talk about is that when 
I talk about kill the rich 
I’m talking about the 
people who really run the 
world, the people like Newt 
Gingrich or Bob Dole or 
Bill: Clinton [note: Bill 
Clinton rakes in a 
whopping $200,000 a year 
for his job as president. 
Even after a four year term 
in office he has not made 
over a million dollars - 
ed.] or people who exploit 
and use other people to get 
what they want and control 
the world economy and to 
have things in the world 
happen that they want to 
happen 

Retrogression: Ok, another 
song you guys have “Davey 
Destroyed The Punk Scene” 
which is obviously about 
me. (laughs) 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): In other words it 
could be called “You gotta 
have a mohawk - if you 
don’t have a mohawk, you’re 
not in the crowd.” 
Retrogression: That's 
something I want to talk 
about. I seems like a lot 
of people in Pittsburgh 
really have that idea. 
These people who think they 
have this great claim o 
individuality but they all 
look just like one another. 
Out of the five million 
bands that have ever 
existed they only put the 
same six band names on 
everyone’s jacket. There 
seems to be a real idea of 
conformity around here. 
It’s not just the suburban 
kids at the mall but the 
kids trying to live the 
squatter lifestyle on 
Chesterfield because 
someone told them that’s 
what punk was, but it 
doesn’t seem to be anything 
more than people trying to 


live the movie Suburbia or 
trying to look poor and 
having the right clothes. 

Justin Sane: I think that 
definitely the “punk rock 


look” even with punk being 
on MTV is still very 
extreme and not an 


acceptable way to look. I 
mean if you have a mohawk 
and you’re walking down the 
street people look at you. 
And it’s definitely a 
statement that you don’t 
agree with society. So I 
think there’s definitely a 
conformity in the way a lot 
of punk rockers look but 
there is still an 
unconformity with society. 


Justin Time (to save the 
tour): This is something 
that I have a= personal 
qualm with, seeing that I 
don’t exactly look “punk 
rock.” I was in a band 


with some people who all 
had long hair or whatever 
and even though we played 
aggressive punk rock people 
wouldn’t pay attention to 
us because we didn’t have 
the chains, the mowhawks or 
the shark-skin suits. I 
dunno, that says it all 
right there, people 
wouldn’t watch us' simply 
because we didn’t have the 


right look. 

Pat Thetic: My thing is 
that lots of times also 
when we're talking about 
this we're talking about 
kids that are a lot older 


and have a chance to see 
other things and stuff like 
that. But kids when 
they're twelve years old 
and they see a mohawk and 
they go to high school and 
that mohawk is still 
fucking everybody up. I 
think it takes the point 
away when you look at a 
twenty five year old kid 
and he has a mohawk because 
that’s a lifestyle at that 
point and he’s not gonna 
change it. But the kids 
when they’re younger that’s 
still very nonconformist 
and it’s still something 
that they get beat up for 
at school. 


Retrogression: Is getting 
beat up at school’ the 
ultimate point of being 
punk? 

Pat Thetic: No, but 
expressing yourself that 


you don’t want to be like 
everybody else is punk. 
And if that is dying your 
hair purple because you saw 
it on MTV to say that you 


don’t want to be like 
everybody else, I think 
that’s great. 

Retrogression: So if you 


buy Levi’s jeans to be an 
individual just like they 
tell you to on the 
commercials is that really 


being an individual or is 


that just buying into 
consumerism and 
materialism. 

Pat Thetic: I think when 
you’re young you~ don’t 
really think about it a 


lot. That’s not to say 
that young kids are dumb, I 
just think that they see 
this as saying “I can be 
different if I do this” and 
they do it and that’s how 
they accept themselves. 

Justin Sane: I think that 
the whole Davey song is 
about that punk isn’t a 


look it’s what’s in your 
head. 

Retrogression: Something 
Justin (Time) just said 


that something I had heard 
several people say about 
anti-flag is that you guys 
used to have long hair - 
Pat Thetic: I was a hippie! 
I’m still a hippie. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): I used to be a 
hippie as well. 

Justin Sane: We made him 
cut his hair for the tour. 
Retrogression: I heard that 
you guys never really got 
accepted in Pittsburgh 
until you looked punk. 

Pat Thetic: That’s cuz we 
sucked. 

Justin Sane: Yeah, we suck 
now but we really sucked 
then. SG <I sthink vit4s 
taken us a couple of years 
for us to get out = to 
people. Even Aus Rotten 
was together in 89 or 90 
and they used to open up 
for my old band and the 


kids just stood there. 
Nobody came to see Aus 
Rotten, it took them about 


four years before they got 
popular. It takes time to 
build up a following and to 
get kids to know your stuff 
and get accepted. I think 
too that the kids are 
trying to decide if you’re 
in it for real and you’re 
not just gonna be around 
for one night. 
Retrogression: So you’d say 
that there’s no coincidence 
between - 
Justin Sane: 
saying that. 


No, I’m not 
I wouldn't go 
that far. I think there 
definitely is for some 
people but not all people. 

Retrogression: Ok... ummn, 
I can’t really think of 
much else. : 
Pat Thetic: We 
interview Carly 
Carly’s interesting. Carly 
runs a record label and 
she’s a woman. Ok. So she 
deals with some things that 
most record people that are 


want to 
because 


guys don’t. So tell us 
about that Carly. 
Waitress: Spaghetti! Who 


got spaghetti? Hamburgers. 


Grilled Cheese. Steak and 
Cheese. Order of fries? 
Justin Sane: Yes ma’am. 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour) : Where's that 
ketchup, do we get ketchup? 
Carly: Ketchup’s over 
there. 

Waitress: Do we have 


another french fries? 
Justin Sane: I think she 
had the french fries. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Could somebody pass 
the ketchup please. 

Pat Thetic: I got it, I got 
Tt 3 

Pat Thetic: Can I have the 
cheese? 

Justin Sane: Ok, women in 
bands, you play bass in a 
band. My feeling is that 
I'm at a show and there’s a 
woman. in a band and 
everyone is checking to see 
if she can play. Like it’s 


a woman, can she be any 
good? 

Retrogression: That's 
funny, because I’ve noticed 
the exact opposite. Like 
that band on Victory 
Records The Donuts. The 
first thing people say 
about them is “it’s an all- 
girl straightedge band!” 
Not “they’re really good.” 
not “they’re really heavy” 
not “they're really 


talented” just “they’re all 
girls.” People go see them, 
the first thing that people 
say when they see _ them, 
except for my friend Nathan 
Parrish is “they’re so 
hot.” It doesn’t matter 
whether they can play, it 
doesn’t matter what they 
sing about all that matters 
is that they’re girls which 
is the only reason I think 


they got signed in the 
first place because they’re 
extremely marketable and 


they’re cute which is all 
people take away from their 
show. To me that’s still 
just as demeaning because 
you could be the best 
fucking musician in the 
world and no one cares. 


Anyway, sorry, go on Carly. 
Carly: You just answered 
the question. 
Retrogression: Really, is 
that what you were going to 
say? 

Carly: It sucks, I never 
know how good or bad I am 
because before I‘m a 
musician I’m a girl, or a 
woman. 

Retrogression: Do you have 


a problem with that? Does 
it bother you when you see 
a review and the first 
thing they say is that it 
is an all-girl band? 

Carly: I must say that when 
a woman is singing there is 
a different aesthetic 
quality so.I can understand 


that, but yeah, people are 
always saying that. Before 
anyone says anything about 
anything else they say that 
it’s a woman. And I’ve 
been in bands where I was 
the only woman and I’ve 
been in bands that was only 
one man and it’s completely 
different. The bands where 
I was the only woman people 
were much harder on those 
bands. It was just a band, 
it got rated in the pile 
with all the other bands. 
And yeah, there was a woman 
on bass but I wasn’t 
singing, I wasn’t doing 
anything I was just playing 
my bass. But once I 
started my own band I was 
playing guitar and singing 
and everyone loved us and 
we sucked. I can’t play 


guitar, we fucking sucked, 
we got shows left and 
right, we got great 
reviews, we got people 


calling me from all over, 
someone called me from New 
Hampshire a week ago and 
they don’t even know us. 
Retrogression: And what do 
you. see as the reason for 
that? 

Carly: Because people are 
ignorant and they can’t see 
past anything. 
Retrogression: 
you think 
about? 
things. 


And why do 
that’s come 
I’ve seen two 
I’ve seen guys 
that just look at girls 
like sex objects. Well, 
girls do it too but when a 
girl looks at another girl 
as a sex object it’s ok, 
it’s empowerment. 

Pat Thetic: (laughs) 

Wandi: I’m not a_ sexist 
pig. 

Pat Thetic: (laughs again) 
Retrogression: Yeah, she 
does that all the time. 
Like I said, people talk 
about the donuts and the 
first thing they say is 
“They’re so hot.” But then 
on the other end of the 
scale you get girls like 
the one who got up on stage 
at the Clevelandfest last 
year and said “I don’t even 
know how to play guitar 
that well but I’m gonna 
play anyway because I’m a 
woman and we need more 
women up here.” [oh yeah, 
the real annoying thing is 
she was not scheduled to 
play r anything, she just 
decided she was going to - 


ed.] 

Pat Thetic: I totally agree 
with that. 

Justin Sane: I agree with 
that too. 


Retrogression: So you agree 
that her band should be 
getting great reviews even 
if they suck because it’s 
an all-girl band? 


Carly: No, it shouldn’t be 
unfair, but every guy 
that’s in a band, when they 
were twelve years old they 
were in a shitty fucking 
band “in someone’s garage 
playing to all these people 
who hated them. 


Pat Thetic: I was in three 
shitty bands. 

“Carly: And these bands 
would play and play and 
play and they 

sucked. 1 
Retrogression: Ok, Te) what exactly IS 
Anti-Flag about? 


can you hold on a 


second? Justin, 
what shitty band 
were you in when 


you were twelve? 


Justin Sane: Anti- 
flag actually. 

Retrogression: Are 
you serious, when 


you were twelve? 
Justin Sane: Yeah, 
we thought of Anti- 
Flag so long ago 
but it was always 
me and Pat and we could 
never find anyone to play 
bass with so we always 
played alone in my garage 
for years. 

Retrogression: So you guys 
were in anti-flag since you 
were twelve? 

Justin Sane: Not twelve, I 
started playing guitar when 
I was fourteen I think. 
Retrogression: What shitty 
bands have you been in? 

Pat Thetic: violent 
Society, man they were the 


worst. The Hinge, they were 
pretty bad. And The 
Lugnuts. 

Retrogression: Alright, 


what about you Justin? 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): I already mentioned 
them and they were good 
bands. Ugly Truth and 
Pudge Daddy-os. They were 


fucking good’ though. 

Carly: And I wasn’t. I’m 
21 and I’m in a shitty band 
because I never got 
encouraged to play until I 
was much older. So now 
that I’m older I’m in a 
shitty band and everyone’s 
loving us because of what 
we already talked about. 
But the reason I’m in 
shitty bands now is because 
we didn’t get to start to 
play until we were eighteen 


or nineteen years old. 
Women just aren’t 
encouraged. And I’m not 


saying that... I just lost 
my train of thought. But 
basically somebody just 
handed me a bass when I was 
eighteen, I never thought I 
could be one of the people 
playing. I always went to 
the shows but I _ never 
thought I should be doing 
it. and that’s why I think 
it’s awesome that women are 


gonna get up there and they 
are gonna suck and they are 
going to have the courage 
to get up there and suck. 
And I’m not saying that we 
should give them great 
reviews and all that other 
stuff I’m just saying that 
they should go up there and 
suck and I’m gonna watch. 

Pat Thetic: And also we’re 
not just encouraging women 


Chicks, beers and 
fast cars. 


-Pat 


to he in bands’ we're 
encouraging everyone to he 
in bands. There’s a lot of 
things to say that we don’t 
say or don't have the 
knowledge to say. 

Justin Sane: I lived in San 
Francisco for a short time 
and during that time I was 
in a band I don’t even 
remember the name of it. 
Retrogression: Anti-flag 
Justin Sane: Yeah, and we 
shared a practice space 
with Tribe-8. Even their 
drummer told me that she 
never thought that girls 
could even be in a _ band 
until she saw the go-go’s. 
It never even occurred to 


her. That’s why I think 
that if your scared or 
something, fuck all that 


shit just get out there and 
start a band. 

Carly: That’s the thing, I 
think a lot of women are 
afraid to suck. They're 
afraid to get up there and 
fail because they have 
always gotten the message 
that they were going to. 


Retrogression: Where were 
we? Sorry, I just got the 
poh i i Lo a 

Pat Thetic: Let's talk 


about the bill that we ate 
because Dave bought us 
dinner. We think that 
bills are part of The Man 
keeping us down. 

Retrogression: Actually 
what I think is kind of 
interesting is that band 
the Red Aunts who are 
Epitaph’s sort of token 
all-girl band the way Total 
Chaos is sort of their 
token kind of crusty band, 


downbylaw is their token 
post straightedge band. 
Anyway, ‘the Read Aunts, 


their lyrics don’t really 
mean anything as far as I 


can tell, musically they’re 
kind of fast, I actually 
like them musically, but I 
find it interesting that 
when they were reviewed in 
a couple zines they were 
called a “riot grrl” band 
just because they were all 
girls. It seems like now 
if you’re in an all-female 


band you sort of 
automatically have to be 
riot grrls. 

Pat Thetic: And you 
automatically have to be 
bisexual or lesbian if 
you’re in an all-girl 
band. That’s the other - 
Retrogression: No, that’s 


just to be a girl in the 


nineties. Hmm, I’m running 
out of questions. 
Pat Thetic: What other 


cool bands do you have on 
your label Carly? 


Justin Sane: Oh yeah, can 
we plug some bands real 
quick? 

Retrogression: Sure, plug 
all you want. [that was a 
mistake, they all started 


sort of talking over one 
another but I’1ll try to 
reconstruct it here -ed.] 
Justin Sane: I-Farm 

Pat Thetic: Submission Hold 
Justin Sane: The mollies, 


but I thought they were 
breaking up. Submission 
Hold from Vancouver Canada 

Pat Thetic: Incredible 
band. 


Justin Sane: So incredible 
you can’t fucking believe 
Ee 

Pat Thetic: If you see 
anything jump on it right 
away. y 

Justin Sane: Definitely 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): From Connecticut, 
Kitty Badass on Eugene 
Records, which is the same 


label as The Pist, and a 
band called The Injections, 
they really smoke. 
Retrogression: 
smoke. 

Pat Thetic: Anti-Product. 
Carly: Yeah, 607 and Anti- 
Product they're really 
awesome. 

Retrogression: They played 
down here I really liked 
them. 

Carly: Anti-Product? 
Retrogression: 
they’re great. 
Carly: Anti-Poduct’s great 
Justin Sane: Oh yeah, 
they’re great. [so I think 
we all agree that they’re 
great - ed.] The unseen 
and showcase showdown from 


Really 


Yeah, 


Boston. And then you know 
there’s all the local 
bands, I said a couple but 


you know them all. 
Retrogression: 
Crisis, Reagan Youth 
Pat Thetic: Reagan Squad 


Disco 


Retrogression: Reagan 
youth, reagan squad, even 
though they were all born 
after Reagan was elected. 
They were born during the 
Clinton administration I 
think. But with that 
Reagan in there it’s punk. 
Pat Thetic: Punky punk 
Justin Sane: It’s all punk 


to me. 

Retrogression: Speaking of 
being born at certain 
times, why did you folx lie 


to Flipside about your age? 


Pat Thetic: We lie to 
everybody about our age. 
Retrogression: I mean was 


it some-thing serious or - 
Justin Sane: Nah, nah it’s 
a joke. The joke was last 
summer we were interviewed 
so much, and everybody 
asked us what’s your name, 
what instruments do you 
play, what’s your age and 
what influences you. I 
swear to god like six times 
in a= row. It was so 
boring, it got so annoying. 
So we' were like "let’s make 
up ages and be those ages 
for the rest of our lives 
so when they interview us 
and we say we’re nineteen 
they'll ask ‘weren't you 
nineteen last year?’’” So 
now I’m nineteen for the 
rest of my life. [pssst. 
He's really twenty three 
and he’s starting to get 
those wrinkles around the 
eyes - ed.] 

Retrogression: Cool. 
Somebody had said that it 
was because Cory from Aus 
Rotten is younger than you 
and you guys were always 


like the little kids in 
Pittsburgh. 
Pat Thetic: We are the 


little kids. 
Retrogression: You’re older 


than Cory 

Pat Thetic: Yeah, but they 
still think we’re little 
kids. 

Justin Sane: It’s funny 


though Pat has all these 


pseudo-intellectual ideas 
about it. 
Pat Thetic: I have pseudo- 


intellectual ideas about it 
but I’1l tell you them in 
the next interview. 

Retrogression: No, lets 
hear them now. Let’s hear 


Pat’s pseudo-intellectual 
ideas. 

Justin Sane: You won’t 
understand it because no 
one ever does. 

Pat Thetic: The pseudo- 


intellectual thought behind 
it is that Anti-Flag has 
always been about = anti- 
racism, anti-sexism blah 
blah blah. And ageism is 
the biggest thing in punk 
rock. If you’re too young 
and you have a= mohawk 
you’re one thing and if 


you’re too old and have a 
mohawk you’re the other and 
I was like “fuck that, I’m 
gonna be 19 and not worry 
about it” and in doing that 
I‘m-making a statement that 
it doesn’t matter how old 
you are you can still 
believe in it. I have a 
theory that you can still 
be a kid if you’re thirty 
five years old or if you're 
ten years old depending on 


if you have the right 
attitude or not. 
Justin Sane: Oh yeah, the 


four squares in Chicago. 
Carly: Plow United 


{I had to flip over the 
tape here and I lost some 
Gialogue, I have no idea 
what they’re talking about 
here. -ed.] 


Pat Thetic: The kids were 
so great. 

Carly: They were the best. 
Pat Thetic: they just took 
care of us. It was a 
coffee shop in the middle 
of nowhere and they were 
really righteous. 

Justin Sane: These kids had 
nothing man, they were 
giving us the shirts off 
their backs. 

Pat Thetic: 
cigarettes for Carly. 
Carly: Yeah, they bought me 


Buying 


cigarettes. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Buying Heroin for 


Justin (laugh). 

Retrogression: Buying 
little girls for Pat. The 
little nine-year old ones. 
Justin Sane: I love those 


nine year olds. Oh, that 
would be me. 
Retrogression: So where 


does this reputation come 
from? Is it in any way 
justified? 
Justin Sane: 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): From what I’ve seen 
on this tour I’d say it 
isn’t. 

Retrogression: I’ve heard 
that on tour you actually 
turned down some young 
ladies which surprised me 
based on what I’d heard 
about you. 

Justin sane: I’ve turned 
down lots of young ladies. 


No. 


Pat Thetic: That’s true. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): See, you're making 
him out to be a womanizer 
when he’s really not 
{everybody laughs) 

Pat Thetic: Nudge nudge 
wink wink 


Justin Sane: When I was a 
kid I went to this church 
called The Universalist 
Unitarian Church and it’s 
like this church that 
believes in humanitarianism 
and that’s it and they’re 


supposed to be good people. 


Yeah, yeah it was great 
whatever. 

Retrogression: Yeah, all 
that humanitarian shit, 


we’‘re too tough for that, 
we’re punk. 

Pat Thetic: Punky punk. 
Justin Sane: But I’d gone 
to the church and we'd 
always gone to youth group. 
That was the only reason I 
went because there were all 
these kids at youth group 
and it was fun. And they 
had these youth conferences 
and at these youth 
conferences you’d meet all 
these kids from all over 
the country and shit. The 
thing is at the youth 
conferences it’s from ages 
thirteen to twenty nine. 
So you’d become friends 
with a little kid that was 
twelve as you would with 
somebody who was like 25. 
So you have this really 
huge age range group of 
friends. So basically I 
have this group of really 
excellent friends that are 
way younger than me and a 
lot of them happened to be 
girls and naturally when 
you’re hanging out with a 
little girl everybody 
thinks you’re fucking her 
and that’s the end of the 
story. 
Retrogression:, 
you're not. 
Justin Sane: Even I you're 
not. Even last year there 
was a rumor about me and 
this one girl who nothing 
happened with and she was a 
girl from conferences and 
people who didn’t even know 
me were telling my friends 
the rumor. So it was funny 
just that the people who 
didn’t even know me were 
telling other people about 
it. So what are you going 
to do? And at one time, 
yeah, Xv) “hads vat Lot o£ 
girlfriends and shit (all 
laugh) . So that didn’t 
help. Maybe two years ago 
or so I did stupid fucked 
up shit or whatever. 


Even if 


Pat Thetic: Like you 
getting off of heroin. 
Justin Sane: But I’m a 
different person now. 
Retrogression: Ok, The age 
difference thing. I want 


everyone’s opinion on this 
just because it’s something 
I’m going through right now 
because my roommates keep 
giving me crap because of a 


young lady. 

Pat Thetic: Alright, Miss 
Carly has a lot of 
experience here. Carly 
says if they’re 17 and 
you’re 22 or 21 it’s all 
good. 

Carly: It’s fine. It 
totally depends I think. 


I think it depends on the 


nature of the relationship. 
I think if you get along 
and you’re close to someone 
I don’t think it matters at 
all. I think if it’s a one 
night stand it probably 
sucks because they have a 
different mentality. It 
depends on your mentality. 
I’d definitely not have a 
one night stand with 
someone who’s 16 years old 
and I didn’t know them and 
I didn’t know what’ they 
were thinking. Not that 
I’m big on one night stands 
anyway, I don’t want to 
make it seem like that, but 
fuck that, if you get along 
it’s fine. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Last year when I was 
20 I dated someone who was 
28 and she caught a lot of 


flack from her friends 
about that, from her 
parents as well. It 


depends on how mature the 
individuals are and, I 


dunno, it depends on a lot 
of things.. 
Retrogression: Pat, what 


are you smiling about? 
Pat Thetic: I think it’s 


all crap. 

Justin Sane: What’s crap? 
Retrogression: What’s crap 
Pat? 

Pat Thetic: It doesn’t 


Matter to me either way. I 
don't care if you find 
someone who is cool and you 
can hang out with them - 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Shit! I said my 
real age. 
Carly: I know, 
gonna say that. 
Pat Thetic: D’oh! 
Justin Sane: 
goodness. 
Justin Time 
tour): Christ! 
Justin Sane: You can no 
longer be in Anti-Flag! 
Retrogression: You know 
Justin (Sane) that was real 
attractive. There's 
nothing I like seeing more 
than your mouth full. of 


I was just 


Oh my 


{to save the 


vegetables ‘and potatoes 
and.. is that meat? I 
thought you were 
vegetarian. 

Pat Thetic: No, I’m the 
only wacky stupid 
vegetarian. 


Justin Time (to save the 
tour): He can eat so little 
that he has to eat meat ‘in 
order to supplement his 
diet. I’m serious. 

Justin sane: I’m allergic 
to a lot of shit. Meat 
isn’t one of them. 


Pat Thetic: I could go on 
my rant, but I won't. 
Retrogression: No, lets 


hear your rant. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): No, it’s going to be 


brutal and offending to 
everyone at this table. 
Retrogression: Well that’s 
the whole point. You guys 
are playing it too safe 
here. You guys don’t look 
nearly as dumb as other 
bands I’ve interviewed have 
looked, come on. I can’t 
interview a band and not 
have them look stupid, I 
mean what would I do? 
Justin gane: Ok Pat, 
something dumb. 
Retrogression: Say “I like 


say 


Retrogression, ” That's 
pretty. dumb. 
Pat Thetic: That 


Retrogression, that’s crap. 
I wouldn’t do anything with 
them. Actually, we heard 
this is your last issue, 
but we won’t go into that 
either. 

Retrogression: That’s ok, 
the entire zine is about 
how it’s my last issue. 


how it’s made me _ hate 
music, hate mail, hate 
stamps, hate the post 
office, hate advertisers. 
Carly: Let’s hear your 
opinion Pat! 

Pat Thetic: I don’t have an 
opinion. If it’s all good, 


it’s all good. 

Justin Sane: If you're a 
little kid and you’re in 
love, I think. it’s wicked 
man. I’ve been there. 

Pat Thetic: The only issues 
I have, since we're gonna 
go into my pseudo- 
intellectual thing... Lots 
of times, when people are 
in bands they have an 
elevated status with young 
kids. : 
Justin Sane: Which 
bullshit, but they do. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Or when they have 
zines [bullshit - ed.] 

Pat Thetic: Or any type of 
public thing. And lots of 
times younger people look 
up to that and they think 
in giving of themselves in 
certain ways they will be 
cool like that. So the 
older people who are in 
positions of power have a 
lot more power over these 
younger people and it tends 
to be unhealthy ‘in 
situations like that. But 
if everybody’s on the up 
and up and you’re really 
honest with each other than 
it’s all good. So that’s 
my theory on it. And I 
think the people who are in 
relative power need to be 
aware of the situation and 
act accordingly. So that’s 


is 


my pseudo-intellectual 
thought. : 

Justin Sane: That’s damned 
pseudo 

Retrogression: Not damned 
intellectual, just damned 
pseudo. 


Carly: That’s right, I 
agree. 

Justin Sane: She agrees. 
Retrogression: Well I had 


thought of a really good 
question while Pat was 
babbling but I forgot it, 
so quick, say something 
interesting. 

Justin Sane: About mail. 
Pat Thetic: Ok, if we 
don't get to your mail, 
I’m sorry. We're trying 
our hardest. 

Carly: Write to me, I 
always answer my mail. 

Pat Thetic: Yeah, Carly 
doesn’t have to do 
anything so she can answer 
her mail. 

Carly: Yeah, I don't have 
to do anything, right. 
Justin Sane: our Post 
Office Box is PO Box 71266 
and, wait wait. 

Justin Time (to save the 


tour): They cut off our 
water supply, we’re not 
getting any more water. 


What’s going on? 

Pat Thetic: P.O. Box 71266 
Carly: Stay away from my 
soda buddy. 
Pat Thetic: 
e5273:. 
Justin Sane: Here's’ the 
deal. The postpeople 
fucking hate us cuz our 
name’s anti-flag. ; 
Carly: No, get away. 

Justin Sane: So we used to 
have anti-flag written on 
the outside of our Post 
Office box and they used to 
rip it off. 

Carly: Get away. 

Justin Sane: And sometimes 
we don’t get our mail or we 
get our mail and it’s wide 
open. 

Pat Thetic: Or really late. 
Justin Sane: And just to 
test it out we've mailed 


Pittsburgh PA 


stuff to ourselves and 
never gotten it. 

Pat Thetic: But we’re not 
paranoid. 


Justin Sane: So The Man or 
somebody is going through 
our mail. So if we don’t 
get mail from you we won’t 


get it. So what we do is 
we tell kids instead of 
writing anti-flag on it 
write “a-f”" and that at 


least gets it to us. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): They’ll send it to 
the Agnostic Front po box. 
Justin Sane: So that’s kind 
of an interesting thing. 
So if you’ think you’re 
living in a free country, 
think again fucker. 

Pat Thetic: And that song 
“I’m being watched by the 


CIA” that we have coming 
out sometime soon. It’s 
real. 

Retrogression: The Black 


Helicopters come and steal 


all your mail then mutilate 
the cattle. 

Pat Thetic: The army really 
does call us, or the navy, 
or whoever it is. 

Justin Sane: The Marines. 
But they’re just a bunch of 
whores. 


Pat Thetic: I complained 
when I was a kid. I was 
the one who bitched when 
shows were five dollars and 
tried to sneak into shows 
{selfish bastard]. 

Justin Sane: I think that 
the great thing is that 


I’ve been in bands where | was 
the only woman and I’ve been in 
loy-]alekomdar-)anc-lowe) al hVme) al=mtarclamr-lare 
it’s completely different. The 


bands where | was the only 
Ve) aarslam ex:re) O)(= m=] a-mpalelenalmar-ige(-ig 


folaim davessi-m of: 1aleloe 


Retrogression: Ok, this is 
something Carly and I were 
talking about tonight. 


It's like this in 
Pittsburgh and she _ says 
it’s similar in MIthica. 


You can have a hundred or 
two hundred punk kids, like 
if a big band comes through 
you’ll get two hundred 
kids. But out of that two 
hundred there’s only like a 
dozen that do anything for 
the scene. Like in 
Pittsburgh there’s not even 
six zines, there’s one or 
two labels, a couple of 
bands and there’s like two 
people that put on shows. 
Pat Thetic: But that’s 
phenomenal that there's 
that many people who do 
stuff. I think that’s 
incredible. I think that 
if you can get that many 
people to do something 
positive I think that’s 
great. I don’t think any 
other subculture or any 
other organizations there’s 
kids doing something. I 
think in the punk rock 
realm there's much more 
action happening. 
Retrogression: Pat, you're 
just too damned positive 
for your own good. 

Pat Thetic: But I believe 
that. 

Carly: I think it gets 
depressing when you try to 
be one of the people who’s 
trying to do something and 
then you see all these 
people walking around like 
zombies not helping you out 
at all. 

Retrogression: And then 
complaining. The people 
who complain the most about 
things are the people who 
never do anything 
themselves. 


- Carly 


when somebody gets burned 
out there's always somebody 
there to pick up the torch. 
Pat Thetic: Yeah, there’s 
always somebody new who 
gets excited about it and 
is positive. 

Retrogression: Who thinks 
Pat’s the nicest guy in the 
world? {silence, no one 
says anything] 

Pat Thetic: I do. 

Justin Time (to save the 


tour): Want these home 
fries? 

Justin Sane: Nah, I think 
they suck. 


Carly: Yeah, no shit. 
Justin Sane: They used to 
be different. Actually, 
the hash browns are ‘what 
you get here. How could I 
have been such a fool? 
Carly: Wrongway Geever 
strikes again. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Yeah, what the hell 
is that spice they put on 
there? 
Justin Sane: 
spice. 

Pat Thetic: They put a lot 
of suck on those ones. 


Suck. Suck 


Retrogression: I thought 
suck was something that 
happened in the studio, 


like "Can you turn down the 
suck on this song, the last 
one sucked too much?” 
Carly: The suck pedal. 

Pat Thetic: We were using 
that pedal at that other 
show we had. 
Justin Sane: Oh, 
pedal. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): I used that today. 
It’s become a regular part 
of the show. 

Carly: The grunge pedal, 
not the suck pedal. 

Justin Sane: Oh! 
want 


the grunge 


If you 
something 


controversial for your 
zine, here it is. We met a 
lot of kids across’ the 


country who had been in 
Pittsburgh or heard about 
Pittsburgh or whatever. And 
last year we went on tour 
and we’d say “Oh, you've 


been to Pittsburgh, what 
did you think?” And 
they’d say “pittsburgh, 
it’s great. You have 


submachine and Aus Rotten. 
It’s really cool, the kids 
were nice.” And this year 
all the kids would say 
“Pittsburgh, there’s a 
bunch of junkies there.” 
It was very depressing. I 
don’t know Le that’s 
necessarily true or if I 
necessarily agree with 
that. I think most people 
in the scene - I mean I 
think it’s fine if people 
do drugs but I don't think 


that most people are 
junkies. Maybe there are 
some, I don’t know. That 


was just kind of a drag to 
hear people say that. 

Pat Thetic: But then you 
have a show like tonight 
when all the kids are 
having a good time and 
there’s no drugs or alcohol 
at the show and everything 
is positive. 

Retrogression: How do you 
feel about the punks who 
hang out in front of the 
Beehive and spare change? 
I mean these are kids who 
are nineteen years old and 
can easily go out and get a 
job. And then there’s some 
homeless guy who is like 
forty years old, has no 
skills, can’t get a job and 
he’s down the street not 
getting any money because 
the nice good looking punk 
kids are getting it instead 
of the guy who really needs 
it. 

Justin Sane: You could look 
at it as these kids are 
just trying to be cool and 
you can look at it as these 
kids just don’t want to buy 
into the system and that’s 
why they don't want to get 
a job. 

Retrogression: Well I think 
for people who don't want 
to buy into the system... 
by taking money from people 
who are in the system they 
are still living off of it. 
They need the system to 
exist and they have to keep 
it running because their 
living is still coming from 
it. They’re not out there 
growing their own food in a 
garden somewhere. They’re 
getting money from the 
people who work in the big 
corporations they‘re 
supposed to hate. 

Justin Sane: I'd rather 
take it from the people who 
work for it. [that’s not 


because you’re anti- 
corporate, it’s because 
you're lazy -ed.] 

Pat Thetic: Actually, spare 


changing has just become a 
phenomenon in Pittsburgh 
where the other cities it’s 
been a big thing. Wait 
until we get the squeegee 


boys. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): In Canada all the 
people who squeegee the 
cars by  stoplights are 


punks whereas in New York 
City it’s all the dregs of 
society. 

Pat Thetic: Awwwwwwwwww. 
Carly: Hey. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour) : I’m kidding guys, 
it was jest, Jesus. 

Pat Thetic: But you can’t 
even buy squeegees in the 
city of Montreal anymore. 
Carly: In some cities you 
have to steal them from gas 
stations because they won’t 
sell them to you unless you 
have a license saying you 
have a purpose to have a 


squeegee. Isn’t that 
fabulous? 

Retrogression: That's 
crazy. 

Pat Thetic: You have to 
have a squeegee license, 
you have to take a test. 
Ret rogression: So what 


other differences did you 
notice between Canada and 
the States? 

Carly: Everyone in Canada 
is really friendly. It 
drove me fucking insane. 
Justin Sane: She’s from New 
York. 

Carly: I got cut off ina 
Parking Lot for a space and 
all I had to do was lean 


out the window and say 
“fuck you, I’m from New 
York” and they drove away. 


It was amazing. 

Justin Time (to, save the 
tour): One thing I noticed 
‘was that I was crossing the 
street and all the oncoming 


traffic stopped, and they 
let you go. 

Carly: Even if you’re in 
the middle of a major 
highway, they all stopped. 


Justin Sane: I thought we 
did something wrong. 

Carly: And it’s completely 
beautiful and there’s no 
pollution ; 
Justin Sane: And they have 
a health care system. 

Pat Thetic: Yeah, lets talk 
about Justin getting sick 
in Canada. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): No. Stop Tape. 
Lets talk about Pat. 
There's always somebody in 
every group that’s either 
gonna get you beat up or 
arrested. And in this 
particular group of people, 
including DBS, it was Pat. 


Because he has this knack 
for opening his mouth at 
precisely the wrong time. 
There I’ve said everything 
I want to say. 
Retrogression: No, lets 
hear some stories about Pat 
opening his mouth at the 
wrong time. 

Justin Sane: I have a good 
one. So all these dorks are 
sitting around this room 
watching some stupid porno 
channel. Oh yeah, here’s a 
band I forgot to plug, Kid 
Company. 

Carly: Oh yeah, they rule 
Justin Sane: Anyway, 
they’re really young, like 
16 or something like that. 
Maybe 15. Anyway I walk in 
the room with Kid Company 
and we walk in on everybody 
watching the porno. So Pat, 
like the genius he is says 
“How old are you kids? 
You're not old enough to 
watch this!” ‘So there’s 
these kids who don't know 
anybody, they’re already 
nervous as it is about 
coming in and stuff. r 
never : saw anybody who 
looked like they wanted to 
lay down and die on the 
spot as these four kids. 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Let’s tell him about 
the cops in Pocatello. 
Retrogression: Where's 
Pocatello? 

Justin Sane: Idaho. 


Carly: Ok, -I’m sitting on 
the curb in Pocatello, 
Idaho at dawn. Or dusk. 
It was night. So I’m 
sitting there with Andy 


from DBS and we’re sitting 
on the corner and all of a 
sudden three cop cars - cuz 
Pocatello consists of ten 
houses and they have really 
bored cops - pull up next 


to us and run out and 
they’re like “what are you 
guys doing?” We're just 


sitting on the curb. They 
say “What’s going on here? 
There’s a lot of people 
here is there a party down 
the street or something?” 
And we say “no, no, no, 
it’s fine” ‘and we get 
everything straightened out 
and all of a sudden I turn 
around and Pat is coming 
down .the street like a 
fucking army, five or six 
people around him and he 
just walks up and says “Is 
there a problem officer?” 
Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Yeah, with no finger 
gloves on and his vest and 
no shirt on underneath. 


Retrogression: Lets 
describe Pat’s vest for 
everyone. 

Pat Thetic: My vest is my 
baby. 

Justin Sane: Its the | 


stinkiest vest. 


Justin Time (to save the 
tour): It’s rotting. It’s 
absolutely rotting. 

Pat Thetic: I love my vest. 
My vest and my pillow are 
my two favorite things from 
the tour. 


Retrogression: Pat has a 
jean jacket with the arms 
ripped off, and he has 


Anti-Flag written on the 
back in permanent marker. 
This is something Bill and 
Ted.would have worn in Bill 
and Ted's Excellent 
Adventure. And he’s got a 
ripped up American flag on 
the back of it underneath 
Anti-Flag. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): In addition to that 
it’s falling apart and he 
refuses to let us wash it 
because he’s afraid it will 


shred in the washing 
machine. 
Pat Thetic: Although today 


I did dry it with dryer 
sheets, so I tried to make 
it smell a little bit 
better. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Needless to say it 
did not work. 
Retrogression: So what did 
he do with these cops? 
Carly: He just made it look 
a lot worse. End of story, 
dumb story, the end. I 
could write a book of dumb 
stories. 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): Pat was the right 
brigade and as the result 
of trying to be so 
righteous he almost got all 
of our asses kicked. 
Retrogression: So Pat, how 
did you feel about seeing 
these little kids watching 
porn movies. You’re Mr. 
Pc, was that too offensive 
for you? 

Pat Thetic: There are very 
different views of porn. 
Justin Sane: Pat doesn’t 


want to offend anybody, end 
of story. 
Pat Thetic: There’s a way 


of having porn that is very 
degrading to women and all 
people. And there’s ways 
of having porn that isn’t 
as degrading to women and 
is definitely an economic 
occupation for women to do. 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): Scattered thoughts 
by Pat Bolanger. 

Retrogression: Pat 
Bolanger, skirting issues 


left and right. 
Justin Time (to save the 


tour): I think what Pat 
meant to say is that 
pornography yes, it 
exploits women but some 


women make a lot of money 
off of it and if you’re too 
young.. I dunno, what were 
you saying about the youth 
thing? 


Carly: You have no idea 
what Pat was trying to say. 
Why are you making 
something up? 

Justin Time (to save the 
tour): I’m trying to make 
us look cute, will you stop 
ruining it? 

Carly: It’s not working. 
Retrogression: I think what 
Pat was trying to say was 
that Retrogression is the 
best zine ever and everyone 
should buy it. 

Pat Thetic: Yeah, and there 
should be more pictures of 
naked men in Retrogression 
is what I am trying to say. 


Waindi: Giving each other 
head. 

Pat Thetic: Right on. 
Wandi: Actually, I think 


there should be a picture 
of Pat and Justin giving 


each other head on the 
cover. 

Justin Sane: Ok, I have to 
go. 

- The End 
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Anti-Flag 
P.O. Box 71266 
Pittsburgh PA 15213 


IT'S OK NOT 
TO BE A DICK! 


Recently the Chatham Coffeehouse was kind enough to let one of the local punks book a great hardcore show 
giving some of Pittsburgh's finest a chance to be heard by all us yinzers. It would be lovely to say that the music 
was great, the show was fun and a good time was had by all, but that is not the case. Sure, the music was 
excellent, but the show was not fun, not for the people who put it on. As it was an all-ages show they had to be 
careful to ensure there was no drinking going on, or the Coffeehouse could be shut down. To this end they 
posted "No Alcohol" signs everywhere, but the little high-school kiddies came in with their beers, completely 
disregarding what effect their need to be seen drinking could have on the scene. In addition, someone smashed a 
whiskey bottle, and another person took some cups that belonged to the coffeehouse (which was nice enough not 
only to provide free admission, but also free coffee!) and smashed those too. To top it all off, some assmonkey 
decided to steal the radio belonging to the two girls who put on this free show. For all their trouble did the girls 
get a "thanks for letting us have the show here?" No, they just got a big mess to clean up and a lot of worries 
about how to replace their roommate's radio. 

Needless to say, the Chatham Coffeehouse will not be having any more hardcore/punk shows. 

This is not the first time this has happened. One club shut down because someone ripped a condom machine off 
of the wall. Pitt stopped having shows after someone burned a flag. Another space, after one show, stopped 
having them because somebody felt the need to carve on their walls. The list goes on and on and on and it all 
adds up to one thing. There is nowhere to have shows in Pittsburgh. 

It's amazing. I run a mail-order distribution of punk records and people from all over the world write to me and 
tell me how lucky I am to live in the same town as Aus Rotten and Anti-Flag. Little do they know that I can 
never see these two bands, because every time their is a show someone has to do something stupid to get it shut 

down. é 
I know many of the people who put a lot of work into this scene, and I do not want to see it all destroyed by 
someone who thinks that punk is nothing more than a mohawk, a sneer and a bad attitude. Folx, alternative is a 
fashion, punk is a community. It's the corporate presidents, politicians and lawyers that are fucking each other 
over for their own immediate personal gain... how punk is it to emulate that? How punk is it to act like the 
schoolyard bully in the mosh pit? How punk is it to plunge a knife into the backs of the few people that support 
you instead of trying to control you? If punk is all about worrying more about instant gratification than the long- 
term consequences of your actions, then the Exxon Valdez is the punkest thing that ever happened. 

So the question is, what do we do about it? I'm not sure. I've never had much of a fondness for police and don't 

have much of a desire to act as one, but that may be what has to happen. Racist skinheads rarely come to punk 

shows anymore, because the majority of the scenc took a stand and said "Nazis are not welcome here." Perhaps 
this is what we have to do now. When you're standing at a show and you see some 15 year old kid drinking beer 
openly, get iu their face and tell them to take it outside, FAR outside. If you see someone destroying the 

property of the club, don't look the other way, call everyone's attention to it. Let them know that they are not a 

part of our scene. Don't let the few fuckups ruin the punk scene for all the people that actually care 
I hate to have to be typing this. I shouldn't need to. This is all common sense. Punk is about supporting each 
other, not tearing each other down. Punk is about helping to build something, to be a part of something, 
something OURS, not given to us by the schools, the churches, the youth groups, the government centers, 
something that we make and we define and we control. But if we let these few MTV loving maiz.stream jock 
assholes in punk clothing continue to fuck up all our clubs, pretty soon we won't have anything left at all. 


"Stab Our Backs When You Trash Our Halls" "You Ain't Hardcore Cuz You Spike Your Hair When A Jock Still Lives Inside Your Head" - DK 
SSL 
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All 'm saying is that you can't smoke in| 
here.’ i your own business.” "You're a very 
rude lady e a lot and if you smoke in here itl 
me, so in aw vay it is my business. You are in a super market after 
all and youre not supposed to smoke in here. it's against the fire 
code” By now. a crowd started forming to see what all the] 
commotion was about “It's not like Tm walking. thr ough the isles 
with my cigarette. Im goi de, [m not stupid” “Why dont 
you wait until youre out: hip light the cigarette. I'm 
not saying that you have t saying is that if you cant 
control} your nicotine addiction fof? a ew lousy minutes while] 
youre ik here, then I have no use for you.” “Why dont you mind 
your own business or I'll 5 Le “Excuse me?” “Do you want 
me to hit you?” “Me j re, [ll sue you.” “Youll sue me 
that'll be @ cold day y in hell” K lady, Tl mie you beat my assto 
the ground, then I sue ane hy dont you mind your own 
business.” I could see that | wasnt makeg much progress 
“Ma’am, do you drive?” “Why?” “Do you drive?” “What do you 
mean?” “DO YOU DRIVE?" “Why do you want to know?" “Have a 
safe drive home.” I started walking away and the lady says 

Why dont you mind your own business,” as she walks outside 
without lighting her cigarette. So I guess I won. 


PROJECT X 


A 


her eet 
you cant:s 
and says, “Why 
very vey anor 
nose, instead I s 


SAT 
Why 


“ 


¥¥ 


New  igases! 
Dog 043 THREADBARE “Escupist! 6-song 12"- $7pp. MCD-$8pp.- 
Dog 042 TRAMLAW: "Law of Averages" 10-song LP-$8pp. CD -$10pp. 
Dog 041 CHAMBERLAIN/OLD RE double 7"-$6pp. MCD- ig 
‘ Still Available: f 
eenedlapis Dog 040 OMAHA “Accident” 8- song LP-$8pp. CD-$10pp. 
‘ Dog 039 CABLE "Vatiabt Speed te 8- -song LP “$8pp. CD- $0 
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Straight Edge 
movement rails 
against pressur 


Slam-dancing teen-agers re 
drugs, drinking, casual sex 


Associated Press 


PHILADELPHIA — The black 
X’s tattooed on some teen-agers’ 
hands are a parody of the marks 
made by bouncers to prevent 


them from being’ served ic cae 


at nightclubs... 
But the youths aren’t angry 
about the law, they’re making a: 
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This is my place to talk about whatever the hell I want. Thoughts that never became articles, personal stuff that has no other place, random things 
on my mind, whatever. It’s my writing, my ideas, and if you don’t like it go read a different fucking zine. Everything in here is written as 1am 
thinking it and aside from cleaning up typos I never revise. That would be dishonest. I am not always proud of everything I write in here. I know 
some of my thoughts and emotions are petty and just plain wrong, but they are what I think and feel, in fact, they are probably what many of us 
think and feel, but are afraid to say because we know we are not supposed to believe some of these things. Please do not take any thing in here too 
seriously or too personally. It is just one persons opinion, written in the heat of the moment and half the time I don’t even agree with it by the time 


it sees newsprint. That’s all 
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I saw a cartoon the other day that showed a big American 
gas guzzling car being filled up by some fat slob at the self-service 
pump. It had a sign saying "the petty price of gasoline" and an 
arrow pointing to the guy whining "Waaa! I have to pay an extra ten 
cents a gallon!" while another sign said "The real price of gasoline" 
with an arrow pointing to the massive black cloud blowing out the 
tailpipe. I don't think anything could be closer to the truth. 

Americans have a love affair with automobiles that is 
directly linked to the myth of "rugged individualism" upon which 
this country's philosophy is based. Take a look at car ads, what do 
they show? Do they show someone stuck in downtown traffic for 
forty-five minutes, five days a week, fifty-one weeks a year? Do 
they show someone who's had one too many drinks wrapping their 
car around a telephone pole? Do they show you traveling at forty 
miles an hour through a sixteen mile stretch of construction ona 


Pennsylvania highway? Do they show flat tires? Do they show you ; 


circling your block three times looking for a parking spot (never 
mind whether or not they show cyclists choking on car exhaust or 
people near oil refineries having a much higher cancer rate than 
people who don't)? In short, do they show any of the daily stress 
that is associated with car ownership? No, they almost always show 
someone driving out in the country, either on a beautiful stretch of 
curvy mountain road through the woods or on a long straight-away 
in the desert. It's a complete myth. I mean, honestly, when was the 
last time any car owner you knew simply took a nice long drive 
through the desert? Sure, a lot of the readers of this magazine 


might know one or two people who do that, based on the type of : 


people that read Retrogression, but let's face it, it's gotta be a very 


a di small percentage of American car owners who do that on a regular 


basis (my guess is no more than 2%). When it comes down to it, ; 


pa who has the time? Most people have to work for a living and spend 


j, the few scraps of free time they get sleeping, drinking, watching 
T.V. or hanging out with friends or family. 
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I Yet the American people have bought this lie hook, line 
and Horace Pinker. Just go up to anyone and ask them why they 
need a car an they'll probably tell you "I can't give up my freedom." 4 
Ha! Freedom! The freedom to go to work and be exploited fifty 1g 
one weeks a year? Freedom to drive to a store that's only two 
blocks away? Idon't get it. It shows you how powerful advertising 
is. Most people don't need their cars. I get around fine in 
Pittsburgh by bus, foot and bike, just as I did in Tucson, Arizona or ; 
Boston, Massachusetts. Most people know, rationally, that they 
don't need a car but have been so indoctrinated with the 9Jaf) 
automobile=freedom mythology that they are unwilling to give it 
up. Somehow public transportation is bad (and in most places is Dif 
equated with welfare recipients, who, in most American's minds, 
are bad people) and Ged forbid you might have to wait five or ten 
minutes for your bus. Smog, stress and congestion (nevermind 
$1,000 a year in insurance) are a small price to pay for not having 
to wait for a bus or sit next to a (gasp!) poor person. Funny thing 
is, for all this talk about so-called freedom, for the one week a year 
that you might actually need your car you could easily rent one, 
especially with all the money you could save from not paying for 
gas, insurance and tax on the damned thing all year (not to mention 
having lower medical bills from lower stress, less vehicle and 
industrial pollution in the air.. ok, so the last one is a stretch and 
assumes that most people wouldn't keep a car, in which case busses 
would run faster and you wouldn’t have to wait that five minutes). 

Don’t get me wrong kiddies, Im not saying cars are 
intrinsically evil and that all of them should be destroyed. I'm just 
saying that for most people they are unnecessary. My friend 
Randall travels on average two hundred miles every weekend, 
visiting friends all over the place. If I get a car I will be in a 
different town every weekend trying to sell this zine at shows anc * 
stuff. But most people only leave their city once a year. I don't 
think automobiles are an abomination, but I do think that seeing 
every member of a family of five owning a car is more than a bit 
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1 le yo ete a week, Of course, he didn't always show up for these hours, % tasted 0 increase a aeaparie BPP: he nan ae people know shout | 
e would often call i : Wa machine problems or unfinis jobs I would type up any important 
hours to him all ring ee hey notes a leave them for the emule crew. This angered ny 4 . 
stupid to have to check your schedule every week, especially when Ti Tate manager who said iat hdshad ati by type uotes I ay ara = : v 
the schedule starting on Sunday would not be posted until Saturd ay ww le clean, and gave me a list of cleaning jobs to get done like dusting 19 
night. This basically meant you were expected to be availabl ed the air vents (which required bringing a ladder out) and things of 
time the store was open, because eae always hate sie ahh, y ind h that sort. To make along story short I told the boss to fuck off one vn 
around other people's prior commitments. Unfortunately, most pe re if att day and walked out. Apparently she left the store two weeks later, Vf 
in the service industry require this. My theory i : " but I doubt I could get a job there again if I needed to. ' The funny #6) 
: ry is that the "new P ei 
schedule every week" is a way to punish | s me’ thing about that store is that we would run out of paper and f 
giving them less hours. In ae if you sar nea inie = in gluesticks because the management was too cheap to order it, we all 
cut an employees hours to nothing and put ei page Se “ihe Uf, would not get the huge accounts from the hospitals and other yg 
without firing them and having to deal with the nasty cessfully of 44 = surrounding businesses, but the employees somehow got blamed het 
“eh Anyway, as a way to get a stable schedule I started doing t for the store not being: 3 fitable, sinteiny hs ss titi ae 
ene a ae me tell you folx, this sucks shit. For all the ei W523 ace ER o spent ar — ceiad 7“ peers 
identifying punks try to do with the working class, most of th tt, the job I just got fired from. This job was great. Sure, the pay % 
suburban’ middle/upper class and don't a alize. that’ bien pares completely sucked ($4.90 an hour) but there was no dress code and {jagi 
vores en be he mont rac, exit nd homophobic ashols Qual ne bal sh, Se am ce 
He , 1 admit that is a generalization, but the peopleI gp .. : . 
worked with in those factories were assholes. I could feel my brain a January i ell, they, were actually from: some bs cher Cepaaen: 
atrophy. On top of that being kind of clumsy and a bit physically in the University, but they were new to me) and fired half the staff ( 
slow I wasn't very good at that sort of thing at all. I'll s Mm of the labs. They said they were trying to make CIS (Computing gas 
run-down of every job I have held since ia time (I ey she i Yam @! and Information Services) "more professional." They gave us skill pL 
when I did factory work), but suffice it to say they were all JANA evaluation sheets and we were told to evaluate our knowledge of J 
unskilled labor, mostly retail and all pretty much sucked. I've hada aa various software packages. We were explicitly told that thisg 
few weird ones, like going door to door collecting donsiidas for an information was only to be used to upgrade their training progran 4 Ch 
ervionmettal goup thet T am. convinced is corrupt ax bolo AMMIA cor ty anidit as Sed on er elamata stew EE 
4 over town. I never really a iated Seppe 4 ; : : : 
Vern ld Th exactly how heavy a phone book IS until then. igen Atte They implemented a dress code (shirts and pe and a Soa : 
When I dropped out of the Universi f Ari aloe foolish policies that drove away several © the people sti 
» realized I needed to get a job that would Satites an ee oe remaining there. They lied to us in so many ways that I don't feel 
insurance, since I had none and couldn’t afford the several hundred $ Biting sale tere ae takvat = be og zs write this piece than 
‘cagh ae toa ae sagan company. Health insurance ' egi oti and I am very tired, so I'l skip right to the story of my 
e a completely trivial thing but after i : 
boyfriend got hospitalized with a $10,000 ae injury, iran ~The ‘people left working “in my ‘lab “were: to have a 
see it as slightly more than a luxury I could live without. I got a job KAMAL meeting to discuss all the changes that the new management team 
at Kinko's in Boston, which was a good job at good pay wo tt were implementing. My former assistant supervisor (one of the 
; with good people, unfortunately it was an hour away from 8 BTM4, changes they made was to demote all the people who had worked 
hard enough to earn supervisor or advanced consultant positions) 
showed up wearing a shirt and tie and I asked him why he was all | 
dressed up just for a meeting? He told me he was going to help 


* 


y/ 


seem sort of shitty. Although the money was pretty good ($7.00 an ¥ 
hour, still the most I have ever made, pretty nator sh it ok 4 tio present the meeting and wanted to look respectable. I jokingly 
sl erly god cough wf an apartment in Boson. Po, MP ett he knew Xs ein, bi 
ly inien argo (who is really cool and I have ae b a 
et ae Pangdiaeas * if any of you Boston hardcore kids [47] wa Y, pang * 8 aa, adsig rae ea se eine de y didnt 
argo Padwe, please ask her to write to LEO, 4 oe Jim, gavemea wi g u 5 

anyone I would be able to room with in that eee dea il’ want to fire me and they didn't want me to quit, they just wanted 
with wanting to go back to school and some extenuating personal JY ing me to be aware that my wisecracks were a problem. I took the 
circumstances made me decide to move to Pittsburgh (but contrary ¥ fs i] warning to heart, and vowed to reign in my attitude. The next day ! 
: a rumor I have heard about me, I did not move out to Pittsburgh as cs Se otis oS Logg poe : a 

© get married). This meant that the one good job I have had, and 2 haa; ~=«incompetent prick named Jeff Raymond. He wanted to meet wi 

the only job I was content with since being a 14 year old oa me. I knew what the meeting would be, the fact that he didn't tell 
respi aa all my hard earned dough on Punisher comics, eb ey pte Sen peed bier cope mgt amen e 
pee ee bi abs poe a ee i Pph. 4 aca ae _— - al Apparently te have had a problem with me ie a long 
Boston was run by Kinko's Graphics Corporation ed senant i fy time (and didn't say anything to me about it). According to that 
owned by the founder of Kinko's, Paul Orfelia (sp?). The ws L p fz lying rat fuck puke there had been dozens of complaints about me 
worked for out here was owned by T. J. Kinko's Inc. and was ¥, ; f for months, I was bringing down morale and they couldn't have me 
completely mismanaged. While the philosophy in the Boston store 34 iy there anymore, shasked him what the ae -ateoledagion — 
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lovely little icture. 
eae: ans, ever the defenders of the free market, a cod 
at the "invisible hand" has raised the price of gasoline in America 


ntry (when I was in Europe, 
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a gallon, thank you Mr. Dole, I think I'll vote 
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Give me a break. ak ee 


(as an end-note, not only is the 4.3 cents a 
not guaranteed to Pass on to 


agreement with Iraq will allow 

( and medical supplies. 

and lower the cost. 

the U.N., I'm sure the 
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gallon savings 
= consumer, but the new U.N. 
er to sell some oil to pay for food 4 
This will increase the world supply of oil 
Of course, even though the Republicans hate 
y will claim credit for that too.) 
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U LeggSbo? If You Only Had A Brain ; 
Thursday, May 23rd, 10:48 p.m. 


Tee hee, I got another message from Cleveland today. 
This one wasn't a death threat, and it wasn't from Dumb White 
Crue. It was, however, from someone who was "down with One 
Life Crue" and was warning me that "I didn't know what shit I was 
getting myself into with that flyer." He was warning me that One 
Life Crew were the hardest and most old school. I have two 
i comments to this call. 
The first is that I don't flyer, especially not about petty 
hardcore and punk shit. The only punk flyer I ever did was the "It's 
Ok Not To Be A Dick" flyer that was in issue #11 (and is also 
; featured in the artwork for the new Anti-Flag CD). There are 
i apparently two flyers floating around Cleveland with my name and 
ij phone number on them, supposedly done by me. One is a "serious" 
flyer asking people to boycott Victory Records and One Life Crue. 
The second is a mockery of the first one about me being gay and 
not "old school." I dunno who did these flyers, I just want to see 
them. If anyone can get me a copy of these flyers I'll do your 
laundry for a month. 
Secondly, I just want to know one thing. Why the fuck 
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aie = =——_—Ss«We'il kids, a couple of weeks ago I received a compulsory th 
invitation to the land of unemployment. I know what you're ent 


4 thinking, lazy days playing sega, sleeping late and hanging out at 
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the Bechive. Well... you're not too far off. Ok, so that's not true, am 
Vhat the 


what my life has been. I’m emerging now from a 


MY plece OJ 


: | 44 worthy emulation 
one thing with ti negate that shit. 


may days are just as busy as before it seems, but they aren't cyen 
filled with gainful employment. A lot of my time is spent reading 


to fit a full semester of an already writing-intensive course into 6 
weeks... what brainiac came up with that idea? When I'm not doing 
homework (a book a day, a paper a week) I'm usually working on 
stuff for the zine or dealing with my friend/long distance lover and 
trying to figure out what our relationship is. This doesn't leave a 
lot of time for job-hunting now does it? Luckily I have a decent 
chunk of change squirreled away, and could live off my savings for 
a few months, but every week I am not working is one week farther 
away from getting out of debt, one week farther away from being 
able to have a car so I can get out of this damned city once in a 
while... and if it goes on long enough, one week further away from 
putting out the Retrogression CD comp. 

I know I need a job, but the idea of employment is now 
completely repugnant to me. Ok, I'm sure that most of you already 
feel that way, every poll I have ever heard of says that at least 80% 
of Americans hate their job, but you have to understand, I was 
raised with the Protestant Work Ethic (even though I was raised 
Catholic, don't confuse the issue). I've been employed continually 
since I was 12 or so. At one point, I actually had hopes of working 
at a job I loved. Or at least I accepted the fact that I needed to 
work, but with every job I have had I come closer and closer to 
eating a bullet because it seems a much less painful alternative to 
life as a wage-slave. Maybe it's just me, or maybe it's the jobs I 
had. The first job I ever had was a paper boy, and the pay sucked 
shit but since the only thing I ever spent it on was movies, books, 
candy and soda I guess I didn't mind. Then I started working as a 
dishwasher sometime in the mid-eighties when minimum wage was 
still about $3.85 an hour. I don't think I actually minded that job. I 
worked there for two years and constantly showed up an hour or 
two early in order to get cracking. See, the owner, for being a 
complete bastard, had a soft spot in his heart for the poor mentally 
retarded people that lived in our town, so he hired them as 
dishwashers. They worked really really REALLY slowly, so I 
would have to spend hours working just to catch up to where I 
should be when I come in. On Sunday mornings I would often 
come in at 9:00 am although the restaurant didn't open until 11:00 | 
because I had to clean up after the poor bastard who worked on 
Saturday night. After two years of faithful service, one of the 
asshole undermanagers, a sleazebag named Ed who thought it 
would be real funny to try to cut my sisters uniform open and ended 
up slicing through her hand, decided to punch me out a couple of 
hours early on Easter (the second busiest day of the year) because 4 
he decided that's when I should have been done. Since that bastard 
basically decided to steal my pay (it's not like he told me to go 
home because I should have been done, he just punched me out 9m 
early without telling me so I worked a couple of hours for free.. J 
funny, at age fourteen I was working illegal thirteen hour days for 
these people and this was how I got treated) I decided to give my 
walking papers. More dishwahsing and bus boy jobs followed, but 
none of them really worked out. Either I would have major 
personality difficulties with the people I was working with, or I 
would just plain get really bored. I moved into the high profile and 
exciting world of retail sales around age 16, getting fired from my 
first job at Lauriat's bookstore a couple of months later for an 
unexplained reason ("The new district manager wants to make 
some changes and unfortunately you are one of those changes" was 
all I was told by my manager, who I knew was against the 
decision). I don't remember all the other places I worked retail, I 
know I did a fairly long stint at Prints Plus, lasting about a year and 
a half between their N. Attleboro and Salem MA stores (of course, 
during that year and a half I was off for 4 months for my first 
semester of college, one of the only times I have ever been 
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know, he just repeated that there were several of them. I didi;'t | 
even bother-fighting, what was the point? He made his decision, he 
was lying to me to fire me, anything I said would be of no use. 
Later that day I checked my email and my work account had a 
message from Mr. Raymond to the lab staff publicly humiliating 
me and talking of how bad of a person and employee I was. Lie th 
#17, since only two weeks before we had gotten a letter from 
another management type saying that CIS could not discuss any 
personnel actions with anyone but the employee in question. 

Anyway, it gets a little more interesting. A week later I 


can fire you for anything. The warning I had gotten was my first | 
ever. Jeff Raymond might say it was my second because "they had 4¥Aa th 
a problem with me not showing up to a meeting in February," 4 VO an 
because I was at home in Massachusetts attending my 
grandmother's funeral. I guess I just don't have my priorities: 
straight (this is the same guy, remember, who said that student 
employees can't request that someone cover their shift in order to “ 
study for a mid-term). Anyway, this was the first "official" waming {a@@gleygs, 
I had gotten for anything and I was fired for it (what is this, lie #64 5 
the new managers have told us?). The story I have been hearing is ¢ 
ym that Jim, the former Benedum supervisor who gave me the 3 

4 warning, sent a memo to his boss just so his boss would be aware ' 
of the situation (Jim's a bit memo happy, and if he saw a ™ 
particularly interesting cloud I have a feeling he would write a 
memo about it). Apparently word of this memo reached Jeff 
Raymond who said to Jim "either you fire him, I fire him or I fire 
you." Jim said "I'm not going to fire him." So as I had suspected, 
the complaints they supposedly had about me were a lie. In fact, in 
every big "professional" company if there is a complaint about you : 
fcr any reason, your supervisor will usually IMMEDIATELY pull j 
you aside and read you the complaint and have you sign a form 
acknowledging that you were warned, so you can not later turn and 
«Say to them "you never warned me." So the team that wanted to ; 
make the labs professional have been so incredibly unprofessional 
om in their handling of this and every other situation they have come 
fygai across. 


So now the entire concept of employment is completely 

Gees repugnant to me. I guess the real difference between me and a lot 
7a, of slackers though, is that the idea of work isn't. See, I would love 
to work for myself, and I do mean work. I'd love to make money off 
Retrogression. Not become a millionaire, but make enough to pay 
WAX for rent, food and insurance. Unlike a lot of other kids I knew that 
, wanted to make a living off of their zine or band or label, I actually 
realize that I have to work for it. I realize that if I want to live off 
of this, I have to work at it 40 or 50 hours a week and that does not 
bother me one bit. I realize I will never get rich off of it, and that 
does not bother me either. I have no illusions of loving every day 
fm of work, of sleeping in late, hanging out at coffeeshops and going to nd: S 
ike shows all the time. But I know that if I work for myself, instead of 
& being employed, I never have to worry about getting fired for no 
reason, I never need to worry about someone else's incompetence 


to be subjected to some petty manager’s power trips. As a wage 
f slave, you are company property. You don't own yourself at work, 


how many companies make you pass a drug test for employment). 3 
You're not a human being, you're a human resonrce, and it makes 
me sick. j thd facta 
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I got up this morning and came downstairs to drink some 
coffee, watch some tele and generally try to wake up before going 
off to school. Some cartoon was on, and I like cartoons, so I 
watched it for a little while. Then a commercial came on for a 
television program called "scouting today" where they say "Want to 
be a marine biologist, a doctor or an engineer? Watch Scouting 
today." It made me think about my experiences as a boy scout {AY 
when I was little, but that is beside the point. What the real point 
is, is that about ten minutes later another commercial came on 
saying "Want to learn how to be a model or make fun arts and te 
crafts? Watch girl scouting today." I think you can all draw your jij 


own conclusions on indoctrination here. 
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I'm not Generation-X, You Fuck! 
Tuesday June 25th, 11:49 a.m. ¥ 


Newsweek recently did a poll of 18-29 year olds and 
asked them who they favor in the upcoming Presidential elections 
(between Dole, Clinton and Perot) as well as what issues they 
consider important. While it makes me happy that people in 
America are finally starting to see lack of quality education as more 
of a problem than "crime and drugs" (why do those two things go 
together?), it really pisses me off that whenever this poll is quoted 
in the papers they keep saying "Generation - X" prefers Clinton 
over Dole. Let's get it straight, once and for all, Generation X is a 
fucking myth. It's a myth that sold in Hollywood and a few losers 
started believing because they didn't have personalities of their JA 
own. The term Gen - X was first used in 1991 (Well, used to 
describe an age range, I'm not talking about Billy Idol's old band 
here). At that point it referred to "twentysomethings,” a take off on 
the popular late-eighties television drama "thirtysomething," which 
really annoyed the hell out of me because they used two different 
typefaces in their title, but that is a whole other story. It basically 4 
referred to recent college graduates who were qualified for good 
careers but because of the recession were having to move back in 
with their parents or take low-paying, unskilled McJobs. It then 
became expanded to talk about people who were "pursuing their 
dreams" and getting a Philosophy or Anthropology degree and then 
found that you can't get a job with that. Then it became "slacker." ¥ 
Movies like "Reality Bites" and "Singles" show "Generation - X" as 
a bunch of early twentypeople who really want to be yuppies but 
can't, so they sit around drinking Zima and talking about television 
shows from the seventies. Well kids, that aint me. Im not a 
slacker, I never have been and I never want to be. I may not have 
or get a high paying job, but there is a lot more to my life then 
smoking pot out of a honey-bear. I'm disgusted that the term 
"Generation - X", which has definite connotations of apathy and 
laziness is continually misapplied. The recession is over, many 
people are getting jobs, or can. 18 year old kids just going into 
college in 1996 are not the same people who were getting out of 
college in 1991. Hell, half the kids labeled as - sometimes even by 
themselves - "Generation - X" can't even remember Reagan getting 
elected, never mind original episodes of shows like the Brady 
Bunch that we are all supposed to worship. So get flannel-clad 
stereotypes of self-centered apathy out of your mind, vato, cuz this 
twentysomething got enough intensity and drive to burn through the 
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Yesterday Joe Roy of the Sou:tem Poverty Law Center 't al 
testified before the House National Security Committee that fi 
"prominent neo-Nazis, along with a handful of militant Klansmen hey 
and Patriot extremists, have recruited actively in every branch of ale 
the military," according to a Reuters article. This testimony is part 
of a larger hearing prompted by the murder of a black man and = MGW 
woman in Fayetville NC last year. Three white soldiers from ; 
nearby Fort Bragg were accused, two of them are alleged neo-nazis. 
The heads of the Army, Navy and Air-Force have come out saying 
t that their investigations show that there is minimal to no evidence 
of extremist hate-group activity among service members. Ok, 
obviously they're going to say that, how would it look if they got up 
and said "Oh, yeah, sure, a good portion of the boys we get here are 
racist fucks who want to hang a ‘Whites-Only' sign on our borders." 
That might make Sen. Gramm (R-TX) happy, but would probably 
‘ piss off the rest of the country. Id like to think that what the heads 
of these various organizations are doing is trying to deal-with the 
problem quietly and internally, but maybe that's just because I am 
really optimistic and think everyone hates racism as much as I do. 

Anyway, that's not exactly what I wanted to write about. 
Part of the article stated that "The three service secretaries said 
’ members of the military can join white supremacist groups and 
similar organizations but are not allowed to participate actively in 
them. Servicemen and women can be disciplined or discharged if 
they take part in demonstrations or similar activities." And here. 1 
comes the dilemma, the part where you get to see all the conflicting 
philosophies in my mind grappling for prominence. 

Joe Roy (the guy quoted above, geez, you've got a pretty 
bad memory) says that any involvement in hate groups should be 
grounds for discharge. Is this a good idea? In the end, isn’t it 
taking away the soldier's (or sailor's) civil liberties to tell them 
what they can and can not believe? In a sick and twisted way, 
wouldn't a ban on racism in the military be similar to a ban on 
homosexual conduct in the military? Sure, I hate racism, but I will 
defend to the death if I have to people's right to be who they are and 
express themselves in any way they wish so long as they do not use 
force or threat of force against another person or their property. Is 
that my overriding philosophy? Is freedom of expression such a 
high ideal that I would apply it to those who would call for 
genocide? In a way, yes. 

So where is the dilemma? 

Well, this isn't Joe Schmoe on the street we're talking 
about, this is the US Military. This is the place where you can be 
charged for "damaging government property" if you strike another 
serviceperson (as my old friend Ray Hill was). But using that 
justification is circular logic. If I refuse to agree with treating 
people as property than how can I accept a ban on hate groups? As 
above, it's the same as accepting a ban on homosexuality. Perhaps 
a ban on hate speech while you are "on the job" is acceptable, just 
like in most companies you can't drink on the job or call your boss a | 
dickhead (although in my personal opinion you should be able to 
call your boss a dickhead after the office closes and they should not 
be able to hold it against you). I mean, lets face it, these kids are 
trained for combat situations, they need to have high morale and be 
able to work together or one of them is going to get his face blown 
off. That's the justification for banning homosexuality in the 
military, because it will lower morale. I dunno kids, maybe it's just 
me, but I think that belonging to a hate group is going to screw up j4% 
morale in your unit a lot more than liking to suck a good cock every If b 
once in a while. But unlike a normal job, it's difficult to separate Y 
your "private life" from your "work life" if your job is the U.S. Ayga’ 
military. It's not exactly like in 'Nam you punch out at 5 o'clock and wha f 
go home. Even just doing domestic duty on a base your kind of on ¢ s 
' call 24-7. I mean, if the Canadians invade some night (and believe KaMaaya 
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me, they will tho . <a 
, they will, those sneaky canucks© ; Z 
battle in your Klan robe oe hat sa iti pio he a 
; But what really tips the scales for me is this. The entire Fact 
point of the military is killing, that's what it is there for. Sure, we glam 
might like to use the "peace through strength" philosophy but in ee 
the end, if we didn't believe we would need to go to war paeday IGTan 
we wouldn't spend all these taxpayer dollars on our armed forces, f 
Its one thing when Joebob Trailerpark goes on a drunken rant in 
Big Fred's Fried Pork and Billiards about how America would be 
great if we got rid of the Jews, niggers and foreigners, it's another ! 


for two hours on a Saturday or Sunday 
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/ thing altogether when Dirk Squarejaw, USMC is planning 


firebombings of Synagogues. And when my money is going to fund ° 
training people how to kill, how to field strip an automatic rifle 
how to plan small unit tactics, how to make a macramé potholder 
and whatever else you learn in the service, I don't want that trainin 
going to the eventual goal of wiping all the blacks : 
Hispanics, Jews, gays, 
by OL} LILES 


Asians, 


eae gypsies and Arabs off the planet. 
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Try as I might we can't seem to put out an issue of this 
zine without somewhere discussing our positions on sex, love ana 
relationships or publicly discussing our own relationship dilemmas. pun K 
But then again, maybe that isn't such a bad thing. A friend of mine Jae 
who I admire very much for her intelligence, perception and tarde 0 
conviction recently criticized my zine for having too much personal "47 M@AWANT 
stuff in it that doesn't matter. But at the same time, as much as Ig e 
would like to think that this zine will make everyone politically I hat 
aware and active, the truth is every one of you reading this still has ‘ema f TO 
a mundane life that probably includes romance or the desire for it. 3 i 
My personal blatherings are intended to give people a different at 
perspective on relationships than they might have already had and Aa igi 
help them to think of ways to look at problems in their own life. . A 
Or maybe offer moral support to those who feel they are in the Jitpeas 
minority for never having had a date or for having odd romantic "7MwAdy) 
beliefs. I know for a fact that my belief in open relationships has }™ t Ag 
caused some people to reevaluate their stance on monogamy, and iy ¢ 
my old rule of never touching a woman unless she touches me first [Ay 
made a lot of people think too. I'm not going to say "Ok, I've gotten lam 
a few people to look at their love-lives differently, I've done my part : # 
in making the world better (like SOME other zine editors I know)," 4 ideas 
but hell, if you're a political activist instead of a human being 24-7 ine eUE 
you're going to burn out in half a dozen years (trust me). So what is 
the installment for this issue? band 

There's a girl. A very nice, very together, socially aware, to be } 
politically active, intelligent girl who has a crush on me. I consider : 
her a good friend and I am attracted to her sexually. It seems the aAlgurn 
perfect arrangement to me, a good friend who I care about and aa [ 
respect, who wants to be sexually active with me but does not want on 
a relationship apart from the good friendship we already have. In Lg to g 
fact, it is what I have been talking about for the past year or so, q 5 3 : 
what I have been seeking. There are, however, a few am “ ea 
complications. if dad’ 

See, she's in some sort of relationship with someone. In i: A 9 
fact, not only did I basically meet her because of him, but it was he : of 1€ 
who told me that she had a crush on me in the first place. In the @syguug 
beginning I thought it was very cute that a sixteen year old girl had € ever 
a crush on me but I didn't take it too seriously. I enjoyed writing to 
her because she's an interesting person, but soon I heard from the b cou 
both of them that the relationship is not an exclusive one. an A e 
Eventually, sometime around her seventeenth birthday our 
conversations turned to things sexual and like the swine I am I 
became more interested. The thousht of such a beautiful person 
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seemed wrong. 

Every time I tried to tell her why it seemed wrong she 
had a counter argument. Of course, the effect of this was to make 
me even‘more attracted to her, since as most of you know I have a 
thing for girls who argue with me, especially if they can do it well. 
The fact that she shot down my arguments against us being together 
(because the most basic argument - "I'm not interested in you" - is 
completely untrue and we both know it) combined with the fact that 
I was becoming more attracted to her have combined to weaken my 
resolve as I can find no logical leg to stand on in deciding to not be 
with someone I want to be with. The only thing that is keeping us 
apart now is that she lives eight hours away. 

The first argument was the most obvious, that she was 
only sixteen. It also made me feel like a heel. She told me that she 
thought that was a demeaning attitude to imply that because she 
was sixteen she could not make up her mind as to what she really 
wanted and that she could not be responsible. That stung, a lot. It 
stung because I remember being sixteen and wanting so badly to be 
treated as an adult, hell to be treated as a human being instead of 
belittled. It stung because when I was sixteen I fell for a wonderful 
woman who had strong feelings for me, but who happened to be 
twenty two, and the age issue made her so uncomfortable that it 
was difficult for us to even be friends. It stung most of all because 
it was true, that is what I was doing; I was doing just what I had 
hated at that age. But then again, at that age in my life I remember 
so many girls claiming that they were too mature for high school 
boys and dating older guys, sometimes only a couple years older, 
sometimes over a decade. I remember both feeling rejected and 
alienated and thinking most of those relationships were sick. I 
don't want to be one of those guys. But then again, that assumes 
she is not my equal because she is younger. 

My second argument was her boyfriend and my friend. 
Well, I don’t know if he is considered her boyfriend. Usually he is 
referred to as her friend. An interesting question is this: is that 
relationship weakening as a result of her crush on me, or is her 
crush on me a result of feeling trapped in a relationship she does 
not want to be in? Hither way I do know one thing for sure, even 
though she does feel love for this man, she does not want to be in a 
serious relationship with him. Another thing is definite... no mater 
how much he claims it is an open relationship and she can do what 
she wants he will be very hurt if she is with me sexually. What a 
dilemma. However, as she has pointed out, they are not going to be 
together forever and she does not want a serious monogamous 
relationship. Is my refusing to be with her the same as treating her 
like she is his property? She is an individual human being with 
needs and desires and passions all her own, that should not be 
superseded just because she is female and a male is attached to her. 
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It all makes sense logically, but can that justify me doing something ¢ 


that I know will hurt my good friend? 

I don't know. I don't know what the answer is, but right 
now I am almost thankful that she lives so far away and all of this, 
for the present, is merely hypothetical. The first question is what is 
the right thing to do, the second question is do I have the willpower 
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Tuesday July 16th 10:39 p.m. aga 


I just got off the phone with Sarah from Pittsburgh Riot 


bu Ao 


Grrrl, the woman (or is it girl, I can never tell) who is putting §f A a 
1to together the ‘East Coast Riot Grrl Convention.’ I had taken issue 

with the fact that she is planning several workshops at the 4 
et convention which will bar men. When my friend Nicole - who was 
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rho, in most American's minds, are bad people) and Ge 


this, I became very upset. She suggest that I get in touch with 
Sarah to discuss it. Well tonight Sarah called me. She gave the 
typical reasons for wanting a woman-only space. The scene is too 
sexist, women need a place of their own to discuss ideas. Also she 
felt that if men were present women would not "feel comfortable" 
enough to express themselves. This is the first issue I would like to 
attack. 

Since when did discrimination become justified by not 
being comfortable? Many heterosexuals are uncomfortable around 
homosexuals. Many are very uncomfortable about the thought of 
homosexuals being around their children (I still haven’t figured out 
why, but that isn't the point). Would this then justify 
discriminating against homosexuals, especially in areas where they 
will come in contact with kids? I think not. But more than that, if 
the purpose of these workshops is truly to "empower" women 
(that's such a cliché word, I really wish people would find another 
one) then why keep them separated like fragile china? Wouldn't it 
be more empowering for them to stand up for themselves if 
someone in the room was making them uncomfortable instead of 
separating themselves like delicate porcelain and sending the 
message that men aren’t allowed because men. will make them 
uncomfortable (strike against women for treating them like 
weaklings and strike against men for painting them as people to be 
feared). 

The second issue I would like to bring up is that by 
removing men from this dialogue you are keeping them from being 
in an environment that will force them to possibly reexamine their 
actions and beliefs. In other words, if you believe that either men 
are to blame for sexism (false belief but very common) or live in 
and therefore contribute to a system that produces sexism (much 
more accurate) than would it not make sense to tell them this is 
what is happening that is wrong; this is why we think it is wrong. 

Pre 
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La Morte d’Retro 
Sunday August 10th 1:52 a.m. 


It was only the other day that Brian and I made the final 
to close Retrogression once and for all. Neither of us want 
to go from what we have now to a smaller zine that is put out when 
we can afford it. Both of us need less stress and more free time in 
our lives, both of us are hurting financially. Anyway, that is not the 
point. The point is that I have had the first squarepegroundhole 
entry in weeks ready in my mind and called up the file tonight to 
type it in. What do I find? I find that somehow my two page rant 
on riot grrl has been turned into a couple of paragraphs. I had 
made brilliant points about how men and women are both victims 
of the same sexist paradigm in our society. That women suffer 
from a glass ceiling while men hold the most dangerous jobs. That 
women make less money and men die younger. That women are 
victims of domestic violence while men make up 96% of the prison 
population. That women suffer more from anorexia while men 
suffer more from stress, heart attacks, depression alcoholism and 
suicide. That we need to work together to end the sexism that 
hurts all of us. I had made several good points and somehow the 
file got corrupt and they are now gone So is all my formatting, 
which I will have to redo. And so is the other stuff I had written 
since then which I don’t even remember what it was about. Now I 
am too mad to even writé about what I was going to write about 
now. Grr. I guess I’m glad that we’re no longer doing 
retrogression. I’m getting really sick of it. 
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der, som So the keynote speaker for the Republican convention 

Kymey admitted to smoking pot when she was in college. No big deal 
SUM right? Wrong. 

Why? Because for one thing the Republicans have a 

y firmly anti-drug stance. She says "I can be anti-drug because I 

ien made that mistake and have seen the horrors 


ig; 0 munchies? "Oh no, not more popcorn!" Not that Id know of 
Maite course. But if she "made that mistake" when it was illegal why 


rot tH same mistake too. Why do they have to be so "tough on crime" and 
uC A tough on drugs" since they themselves admit to having used illegal 
fe. drugs, which is a crime. More than that though is the fact that in a 
ANS videotaped interview four years ago she cai 
o fs having used marijuana. 
— politicians lying maybe isn 
to me. Granted, I don't thi 
pot in college or still does. 
business if I do now (sure, I 
i for sake of argument, ok?). 
g question she lied is horrible. 
made such a huge fucking d 
story about marijuana use fo 


f speaker lies to the public. 
‘oppressive and intolerant, b 
Blah. Well, they are politici 
much. 


There are so many things that bother me about the world 


WP \t’s not that I’m depressed - although it may seem that way - it’s 
; that I’m idealistic and frustrated by a world that sells itself short 

p 1g@, Whenever the opportunity presents itself. 

e 5 I've the unfortunate pleasure of watching television 
1B S lately. Not often, but after working myself like a dog all week 6:30 
, a.m. t 0 2 a.m. every day I developed this tendency of sitting in 

front of the tube for two hours on a Saturday or Sunday night. This 


ad 2 
ace alone is enough to tune me in to an enormous amount of what 


eel makes me sick in today’s world. I’ve seen these horrible so-called 3 


#iocumentaries that Fox puts out (Fox being the only channel I get 


ptac anyhow) on Sunday nights before the Simpsons. The first was 


aaaK¢ Alien Autopsy : Fact or Fiction which I could give half a shit about. 


Now they’ve come out with Why Planes Go Down and When 
Animals Attack. They masquerade these documentaries as news 
programs,. like it’s some kind of fucking public service when all 

, they are doing is selling fear and blood. Their quick camera cuts 

and 90’s style graphics along with a hip host like that woman from 

LALA (he (su)X-Files make it just a grungier version of Faces of Death. 
oul mi the people who like these things are the same people that slow 
down as they pass a car wreck on the highway. They say they “just 

ZU want to see what happened.” What they want its to see a body. 
,Vouldn’t that be something to go home’ and brag about. I hope the 
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will they not be more tolerant and allow other people to make that * 
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Some Mornings I Just Wake Up and Vomit 


Wednesday, August 14th 8:49 a.m. 


eelig looking for, and obviously it has because they keep showing these 
b same “documentaries” over and over and over again every few 
weeks. I wonder if it would make a difference to the Fox execs if it 
were their children or mothers who’s mutilated bodies were being 
touted across national television in a supposedly informational 
news program. Somehow I doubt they would, I think these bastards 
would televise executions if they could. And everyone would tune 

in to watch. 
I, like many readers out there, am sick of punk selling 
itself out. I’m really sick of apologists within the scene who say 
“good for them, they’re making money.” I didn’t get into punk to 


make money. I didn’t think punk was about making money. 1 ian Sin 


guess straightedge hardcore especially is so far removed from what i 
I got into because it’s mostly a bunch of suburban white kids who 
have yuppie values that just happen to like heavy music. Lots of 
sxe bands I have talked to would love to be on Metal Blade or 
Earache or Sony. But what can I expect from the same 
“movement” that has always pushed up the prices of everything in 
punk. Look through old issues of MRR and you will find it was the 
sxe labels that first started charging $3.00 for a 7” while others 
were charging $2.00 or $2.50. It was and is sxe bands that charge 
$10 for T-shirts. It’s all factions of punk that put T-shirts above all 

, else though. ‘When I was running Vigilance Records and talking to 

1 a bunch of different independent store owners they said T-shirts 
and hair dye went faster than anything else in the store. Then 
records. Zines and books never sold. That to me is what punk is all 
about I guess, and one of the reasons I am so disillusioned with it. 
I thought punk was about ideas, but the best way to communicate 
ideas is through the written or spoken word. But kids can rarely 
even spare a buck for a zine even though they have newly dyed 
hair, ten or twelve tattoos and are wearing a brand new band T- 
shirt. It’s not that they can’t afford to buy zines, it is that they have 
declared fashion to be far more important than substance. Other 
people noticing them is what is punk, not challenging themselves to 
think. The only zine anyone buys for the most part is MRR (I guess 
sXe kids buy HaC) and the only reason they buy that is for the | 
advertisements. I can’t remember how many times I have heard 
that phrase. “I enly buy MRR for the ads.” Welcome to punk-rock 
brand consumer culture. Meanwhile MRR is putting out a zine that 
no one reads and stifling the rest of us with their single-mindedness 
of what punk is. Newer, smaller zines like this one can’t go 
anywhere because punks won’t advertise anywhere but MRR and 
most of them won’t buy anything but MRR. So even though there 
are some great zines out there no one will ever look at them as long 
as MRR is around. I say it should die an honorable death having 
served it’s purpose. But others want to pass on the legacy, take the 
name and the zine and give it to new people to run. Excuse you, 
but that sounds to me vaguely like an institution. And when punk 
starts being about established institutions and looking at ads, is it 
any wonder our minds are ripe for the plucking from Mtv and 
major labels? Green Day and Rancid aren’t traitors, they’re just 
more successful at punk-rock 90’s style than the rest of you. 

And what would an issue of Retrogression be without 
some kind of writing on relationships. I guess they kind of plague 
us. As individuals we have at various points in our lives made 
them so important that they kept working their way into our zines 
alongside band interviews and political articles. That’s pretty ' 

} disgusting when you think about it. I guess we both fell for the 
idea that if you fall in love with the right person you will be 
together forever and all your other problems will seem like nothing. 
Well that’s a fucking lie. The 60% divorce rate alone should tell 
you that. But aside from that, I have decided that all romantic ' 
relationships are just plain wrong. Romance kills friendshig j 


wh e vi trees ideas, and if you 
J Friendship, the one thing you really will have to fall back on and * ng 
(4 have had to fall back on, is killed by the thing that won’t be there 
when you need it. First romance kills whatever friendships you $#7” 
have now. How many times have you seen your best friend start ) 
Mm dating someone and forget that you exist. They probably don’t 
fa 4 even realize that they’re doing it, but you see them go from a 
person who you talk to every day or two and hang out with every 
4a week to a person who only calls you once every three months when | 
B they are in a fight with their lover. That aint the way to maintain a 
Ser friendship, but they aren’t thinking of their friendships. Their 


friendships obviously do not matter to them one bit now that they 
. have found “the one.” And when “The One” breaks their heart 
’ they will go back to their friends for support until they have found a 
different person to fill the role of “the one.” 

Secondly, romance kills any possible future friendships 
you might have had. When you’re dating you don’t go out and — 
meet people. A couple and a third person never works (unless it’s 

aj athreesome, but if you want to know about that you can write me 
privately) so if you’re smart you stop hanging out with other 
people. I mean Ged forbid you actually do something on your own. 
No, as individuals you cease to exist and become nothing but part ‘ on rf 
of the couple. And when you are out together with other people, 
fl someone is going to get ignored. Usually the one who has theg 


although sometimes the best friend is remembered and the lover Z 
falls to the wayside for the duration of the conversation. Either 
way it is unfair to someone. I guess it’s possible to hang out with , 
other couples but the same dynamic gets set up. Two girls setting 


St up a double date that they think will be cute will most likely make 

Si the two guys feel nervous or alienated. However, double dates like 
, this are generally the only token nod couples will give to 
f friendship. 


Finally, romance kills the friendship you had with your 
lover. generally people become friends before they start dating. 
2 Even if the friendship itself is brief it is usually there. And unless 
you are truly desperate and searching for “the one” so hard that you 
will find it anywhere (and trust me folx, I have seen people like 
this, and at certain points in my life may even have been like this) 
you will generally become attracted to someone because of certain 
things about them that you notice during you friendship. Now 
maybe if you’re a loser those things will include a nice stomach, 
big tits, a big cock, nice hair, eyes, hands, legs or whatever. Me I 4 
tend to go for people than are strong willed, independent, 
intelligent and active. If I can’t have really long conversations with 
someone I am not going to be interested. If I learn something new 
from them every time I talk to them I am going to want to talk to Z 
them more. If they have strong opinions and will argue them with 
me I will become interested. And if they get out there and do shit / 
with their life, especially politically active shit, then they have a 
good chance of capturing my heart. Other people’s requirements 
4 for attraction may be (and should be) different than mine but the 


ot 


WwW greatest thing since Disrupt but all that starts changing as soon as 
t * ‘you start dating. Suddenly instead of going out and doing things by4 

themselves your lover only wants to stay inside with you. Suddenly 
a instead of learning something new from your honey you find your 


conversations getting really stale because you spend every waking 
moment together. What the fuck is there to discuss? “Honey, I 

missed you while you were in the bathroom for five minutes.” 
Who’s life is interesting enough that you could call them every 
morning and every night and they would still have new things to 
talk about. Riding the bus to work, working, going to lunch, 
working some more, riding the bus home and oh now I’m talking to 
you like I was before I left. Like the man said, “everything is not 
an anecdote.” Instead of arguing and debating and conversing, 
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likeuit goereagd a diffezam 
discussions usually turn to the relationship. Hither it’s trying to 
define the relationship, lay down the rules of the relationship, talk 
about why your in the relationship or it’s telling each other how 
much you miss/love one another. You cease to be the interesting 
individuals you were as friends and become two sorry assholes that 
would probably hate each other if you first met today. If you’re 
lucky you get away with just boring the shit out of each other. If 
you’re not, jealousy and possessiveness set in. Your not allowed to 
hang out with your old friends because they cut in on his/her time. 
Your definitely not allowed to hang out with friends you might 
potentially have sex with (i.e. anyone of the opposite sex if you are 
straight, of the same sex if you are gay or anyone at all if you are 
bi). Relationships are wrong. They suck the life out of people like 
nothing but an insurance seminar can, Here’s a novel idea. Stop 
looking for the one. Just stop it. Even if you think you have found it 
refuse to take it. Make friends. Be friends. If you’re really 
attracted to someone and they are to you, go ahead, get intimate 
once or twice, but don’t get involved. Friends have more respect 
for each other than any lovers ever could. I may not be getting laid 
every night, hell, I may only have had sex two or three times this 
year, but I would rather have my friends - Brian, Wandi, Spaz, } 
Carolyn, Anna, Jesse, Nicole, Lenny - than lose interesting people 
in my life like Kristin or Susan for the sake of having temporary 
Sex and Companionship insurance. 

And kids, what the fuck was up with the Olympics? Is it 
just me or did normally sane people go fucking coo-coo for cocoa 
puffs over this sham. It reminds me of when people who were 
otherwise not nationalistic or pro-violence cheering on the murder 
of 10,000 people in Iraq like the gulf war was a fucking action 
movie. Me, I was too scared of being drafted to support that shit. 
Anyway, the Olympics - supposedly supporting the Greek ideal of a 
man (and yes, in the Greek ideal it was a man, so don’t blame me, I 
wasn’t around then. I’m old but not that old) developing both his 
mind and body to the greatest potential. Somehow they have 
forgotten about minds in the 20th century Olympics: Sure, NBC ; 
may have tried to cover everything from a human interest 
perspective and show what a great student and citizen each athlete 
was, jerking the tears and raking in the advertising bucks, but lets 
face it kids, you don’t have to hone your mind to be able to lift 
some really heavy pieces of metal on the end of a pole, or to run 
like One Life Crew was about to give you a beat down. No. The 
idea of the Olympics being an amateur competition was supposed 
to give a tip of the hat to the mental side of a human being. Afte * 
all, if a person wasn’t getting paid to throw a piece of lead or swing 
on some monkey bars then they must make their living doing 
something else, right? The assumption was that they would do 
something that required mental agility like accounting or interior 
decorating while pushing their body to it’s limits on the side. 
Ignoring the fact that this idea leaves out physical laborers who 
built their muscles hauling bags of grain and did not need to 
exercise their crania at all I guess it is a somewhat worthy 
emulation of the Greek Ideal. Not in the Nineties pal. Professional 
sports teams negate that shit. Some countries, like the U.S. are 
rich enough to be able to afford pro sports teams. Other countries, 
like Burundi, can’t. It’s that simple. It’s all about the richest 
country being able to afford to give their 13 year old all the modern 
equipment and best trainers. It’s about sponsorships from UPS, 
Coca-Cola and Kodak. It’s about police clearing out the homeless 
so that the Olympic City will seem like such a nice place. It’s 
about the entire world forgetting what’s going on and tuning into to 
competitive sports like they were morphine. 

Those are just a few of the things bothering me right now. 
But holy shit, I just got hit with the biggest dizzy spell in a long 
time. Let me leave you with this. I feel like it is my piece of 
Fatherly advice to my kid going off to oe or something. I have 
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aa, « tried to accomplish one thing with my prdjects over the years. gga nephew and a four year old niece and I sometin.es worry that they 
CRUSADE!, Research fanzine and now Retrogression have all don’t even know who I am. My idea was to drive back here and 
LS Tt focused on how you and I, the individual person can help to change ‘yg@js hang out with Brian a lot, see some of my old friends from the 
guna _ the world. To get rid of all the fucked up shit going on and make it 7 Cumberland Company, spend a lot of time with my friend Melanie 
a better place. Whether it is through boycotting companies like % P » who I have known longer than anyone else, go up to New 
(Tou Shell Oil or knowing which way your Senator voted on the Clean 7} k Hampshire for a day to see ‘my sister and the kids. Visit Al Quint 
Yak Water Act so you can decide if you want to vote for them come fall. in Boston, maybe check out a few shows, etc. etc. etc. That’s not 
Bes Whether it is through riding with Critical Mass or protesting the YY what ended up happening at all. 
IMU death sentence of Mumia Abu Jamal. You have the power. They I did not make enough this summer to by a car. In a way 
| Ai if don’t fucking run the show, we run the show. And we'd better J that makes me happy because I don’t like cars very much. As I 
start taking responsibility for it. i have said elsewhere in this zine I realize that they are necessary 


JG and often beneficial, but I am against this car culture that demands 
ax To ffiesWed nesdt ay, May 22nd, 9:30 that every person over the age of 16 own their own automobile. I 

s f m $ get around fine with a bike in the city and I save lots of money by 

M4 merica Chrysalis - Part I PITLE 7] lle hati not having to make car payments, insurance payments and 
) Tuesd Ya _— constantly pour money into gas, maintenance and repairs. On top 
SY uesday, August 20, 10:57 p.m. / of that I am healthier than I otherwise would be (although I still 
Bef, 4 i have a bit of a tummy) and I am not contributing to air pollution 
POUL? basement elore Spaz left to go on vacation he was cleaning the the way all you drivers are. The only sad part is that it makes it a 
; Macioh be ghee Whee a bunch of old issues of {af bit difficult for me to travel. But then I think, is travel a luxury we 

eich weree "1762. It was sort of funny looking fe scan really afford? I mean, it is truly a luxury, no matter what the 

eee ers and seeing how much has changed... and how much AgTe — Keruac lovers might say; and if the price of that luxury is pollution, 
asn't. We got talking a lot about that and the conversation made divia genocide in oil producing countries, acid mine drainage, smog, 
a re ue for the days when he really cared about punk. cancer clusters near oil refineries etc. than it is a very fucking 
1c r ng about it for a while we realized that nostalgia of this ey S expensive luxury. My friend Marina said something very wise 
FOU) rat Beat tears you mn half between wondering why you ever (actually, she says several things I consider to be very wise, but this 
m ‘i Sagi caring about something and wondering why the (MZ was just one of them). She said that the problem with punk is they 

Keg’ = be ever did it or cared in the first place. That pretty much blame some abstract entity like “society” or “the government” for 
i oir Des how I have been feeling in the week that I have been rap U everything without stopping to look at how they contribute to a 
p ome giriaetoke ee te ‘ ; r thr Oj given problem and trying to fix that. Her example related to 
a ig : Pp here, spent the first eighteen of my twenty fm sexism and racism, mine relates to environmentalism. It’s really 
eee ene) Ong with other assorted bits of time out of the last (shme anes easy to blame industry for everything wrong in the world without 
four. Now I live in Pittsburgh and I love it. Being back here has ¥ f stopping to think that you support that industry by buying their 
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q ee on miserable and put me under a lot of stress. I don’t know 44) products. It’s funny how Earth Crisis called their LP “Destroy 
t Meret paca peer a would call it an “engram.” A bad (Mpiay7, Le Machines” but apparently thought machines like record or CD 
3 cn ie ggere . memories of other bad feelings. TE..1 4 presses were ok, full color printers were ok, vans to tour in are ok, 

T my stressful teenage years spent in this house or how (X%om but all those other machines, the ones they don’t already use are 


§ unhappy I was living here for a few months in 1994/95 so it z bad. The same goes with people who are militant about animal 
id tact evedte ae hae unhappy now. Personally I think mags th rights when it comes to food or clothing but still consume 
Ktictie “A dene a Z ink it just has to do with seh place. environment destroying plastics and vinyl (CDs and records) like 

; pressed former manufacturing center that’s now we (4 it’s going out of style. I guess the idea is that we all fuck up and all 


dead - with no opportunities for the people that live here. se of our lives have room for improvement. Whatever. Back to the 
I don’t know if at this point I should just do the tour diary g story. 


yg, _ thing and talk about everything that has happened so far and throw 
my thoughts and philosophies into it, or do a more structured piece 
on how my life is changing (hence the title) or what I hate about 
1g this town. The thing that has impacted me most while I am here is 
that my life is changing. I find it slightly ironic that all at the same 

“e time I am about to begin my final semester at Pitt, bringing to a 
hate pet a 17 year student career, I’m shutting down Retrogression, minding my own business eating some french fries or something 
: ie a Pei portion of my debt and I am deciding that I / when all of a sudden one of my teeth starts to disintegrate. It was 

oa come back to a place I called home for so long. I don’t ds very odd. I had chipped the tooth pretty badly over a year ago, the 
1a 4 eats what the future holds for me but it sure as hell is not going to 0 night before my friend Amy’s graduation party to be precise, but 
4 bee the Gihy eee omc a from a chrysalis, me t fo - had forgotten all about it. I guess the tooth had weakened a lot 
ae aaehauy tae eh ae males: i graduation with ¥ since then and it began to chip away in little tiny pieces. until 
aoe sheer Fee eee , as nl % hate tour diaries I almost nothing was left. I decided that this probably wasn’t very 
Ww, dc P way, because I am too tired to do | healthy and decided to go visit Mr. Dentist. Mr. Dentist was a nice ; 
8 aecehc eee a 2 3 young man from the University’s School of Dental Medicine who 
ib Baal a ee Me ae i Dogs ome at the end of told me that all four of my wisdom teeth were really weak and 
Jppeinet piewerit 45 . ore these plans were made. would have to come out, otherwise they would get infected. That 
hi ; ; etrogression. I had hoped to work. wasn’t really what I wanted to hear. I don’t know exactly what I 
enough over the summer to be able to afford a car so I could drive did want to hear, maybe “would you like a box of donuts?’ or 


n th back here and drive around to see all of my friends and family. "¥i 710 ~erhaps “I heard Judge is bacl, ‘ether and are playing tonight for 
There are several people who were once close to my heart that I ¥% : 


I don’t own a car and thus I had no way to get back to 
New England. I had sort of resigned myself to the fact that I was 
stuck in Pittsburgh, which wasn’t so bad except for the fact that I 
have not traveled anywhere for over a year, except to come to my 
parents house for Christmas and for my grandmother’s funeral. 
Then a few weeks ago I was sitting home on a Saturday night 
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woman {i a latex bodysuit with a cat-o-nine-tails, not a short 
wit rubber gloves and a pair of pliers. Oh well. 

I knew my insurance would not cover getting the teeth . 
yanked so I figured I would try to get a loan from the International 
I called them up to let them know about the 
appointment and to make a really long and not very interesting 
story slightly less long and uninteresting they arranged for me to 
come back to Attleboro and have it done here. I was to stay here 
for two weeks and go back the day before my final semester starts. 
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Bank of Dad. 


Yippee. 


Having no car I flew home on a discount airline, the type _ 
you always hear about crashing on the news. The flight was pretty, 
much uneventful except for my layover at JFK where I 1) thought 
about my friend Christine Brille who lives in the Rotten Apple and 
2) noticed that New Yorkers talk like fucking idiots. I finally got to 
get a good chunk of Walden read and when I was at my folx house I 4 
read my old Bloom County collections. It was sort of funny seeing 
comic strips from 1983 about Bob Dole and Jack Kemp fighting 
each other over the budget. It’s funny to look at the things that 
were so influential in the eighties. I find it annoying when some 


little teenybopper who didn’t enter high school until 1990 or 1991 


claims to be “a child of the eighties” just because they like 
Madonna and The Breakfast Club (or more accurately because their 
local alternative radio station said that being a child of the eighties 
is hip now). The eighties were not just teen movies and new wave 
(in fact the stuff being played on “retro hour’ on most of these 
radio stations is stuff that was never popular. They should be 


playing Motley Crue and Michael Jackson, not The Cure or New 


Order). The eighties were a time of nuclear paranoia, the bomb 
We had a 


hung over our heads like the Sword of Damocles. 
president with his finger on the button and most of us were 
convinced that “the commies” were going to invade at any given 
second. It was a time when AIDS was just beginning to be noticed 
but the country was still very homophobic, not like the “gay 
nineties.” It was when the war on drugs began. It was New Coke. 
It was an obsession with computers, much like the one that has 
reemerged with the obsession over “the internet.” It was Rambo. 
It was punks getting beaten up for having funny clothes and funny 
hair, not punks getting their asses kissed for looking like Rancid. 
It was the beginnings of MTV. It was Saturday Night Live still 
being funny. It was Johnny Carson still being on the air. It was 
Family Ties. It was breakdancing. It was the early days of Rap. It 
was Reaganomics. It was Iran-Contra. It was fear of terrorists 
backed by Khadafi. It was Not Necessarily The News. It was 
hating Russia but not knowing why. It was the Smurfs. It was ‘the 
cosby decade.’ The United Colors Of Beneton. Guam. The 
Falklands. A U.S. obsession with Japan. It was a million fucking 
things that had nothing to do with two or three John Hughes films. 
Anyway, Tuesday morning I went to go have my teeth 
ripped out of my face. I could tell the usual story about how fast I 
went under and all of that stuff, but you’ve heard it from anyone 
that ever had an IV anesthetic. They gave me some painkillers to 
take. I have a whole bottle. I took two. I guess I lost my edge. I 
guess I care. The swelling wasn’t that bad and except for once or 
twice the first night it did not hurt very much. I didn’t have to go 
on a two week applesauce diet and I didn’t get headaches or any of 
that stuff. I guess it all affects people differently. Either that or I 
am missing some major sensory paths in my brain. Maybe that’s 
why I never get drunk? Who cares. The really funny part was the 
fact that they had given me local anesthetics also (as far as I Can 
guess) so after I came to my tounge was swollen from and my lower 
lip would not move. I kept drooling because of this. I also couldn’t 
talk. My mom thought I was faking it. I guess you had to be there. 
That night was the first night that Brian and I got together 


to work on the zine. See, I had hoped to come home and hang out 
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with my friends, I did not want to come home ard spend my entir 

“vacation” doing reviews. I guess if Brian had reviewed anythin; 
since April it would have been a little easier, but he hadn’t. So we 
have a huge stack of CDs, 7”s and zines to plow through. Ok, I’ 
be honest, I am a little pissed about this. I’m pissed that Brian goi 
a girlfriend and stopped calling me or returning my email o1 
working on the zine. If he didn’t get a girlfriend and decide to stay 
in New England because he “can’t live without her” and moved out 
to Pittsburgh as per the original plan this might not be the last issue 
of Retrogression. This isn’t to say that his gf is the only thin 
making us shut down, she’s not Yoko, she doesn’t have that kind 
power. We’ve got a lot of problems related to money and time, but 
if it were not for her (and the way he acts towards her) then w 
might have decided to work through all the problems this zine ha: 
instead of giving it up. But that is his decision. I’m just sick o 
doing these damned reviews. It has been mostly me doing them| 
too, because every time we start to do something the phone rings, 
and more often than not it is his girlfriend. Now I don’t want to be! 
out of order or nothing but calling four times a night doesn’t 
exactly seem healthy. Whatever, it’s none of my concern. I just 
want to get the damned zine done and over with so that when/if I 
ever do come back to New England I can hang out with my best’ 
friend instead of having to work. 

The next few days really sucked. Brian’s girlfriend, who 
sees him a couple of times a week anyway, can’t seem to let him 
spend any time getting his zine done or hanging out with his best 
friend who he only sees a couple of times a year. She wanted to. 
come visit so I made arrangements to spend time with a different 
friend of mine. That was a mistake. This friend was a girl I knew 
when I was 18 and she was 16. Now she’s 21 but she hasn’t really 
changed. I care about her a lot as a person but I find being around 
her to be very boring. It’s hard for me because I want to spend 
time with her because I care about her so much but I don’t want to 
because... I don’t like to. We hung out and went for a walk in the | 
woods behind the Cumberland Monastery which was nice.’ Tha 
was where my old theater group worked and it brought back a to 
of memories. She wanted me to meet her new boy and go clubbing 
Part of me didn’t really want to because of the above mentione 
reason, but part of me really wanted to so I could meet this boy she’ 
raves about. I had nothing else to do anyway, Brian was with 
Allison and my parents house is incredibly boring unless you like 
television. Part of the problem here was not having a car. I was) 
100% dependent on rides from other people, my mom, a friend 
was to hang out with, whatever. This is just another reason for m 
not to move back to this area, you can not live without a car ner 
You can’t get to work or the grocery store, never mind have a social 
life. So sure there are jobs I could get in New England that would 
pay me $10-$13 an hour, which is a lot more than I will probably 
make writing for EnviroLink, but then most of that money goes into 
a car, insurance, gas, pretty clothes to wear to work etc. Plus you 
lose an hour or so each day driving, parking etc. I’d rather get out 

of bed, hop on my bike, ride down to the Elink office and be there 
in 15 minutes. I’d rather make less money per year but have to 
spend less time working and less money on clothes, cars etc. I’d 
rather have more free time and be doing what I want to do, which is 
write. Anyway, I digress, again. So basically unless I could find 
someone else who was willing to come pick me up and hang out for 
the evening I was pretty much stuck. I tried my friend Melanie, 
who I have known for years and wanted desperately to see. She 
was not home. So I went out with my friend and her new boy and 
just felt awful. I didn’t mean to be a prick or elitist but the 
conversations they were having reminded me of things that went on 
when I was 14. I thrive on intellectual stimulation, that’s one of 
the reasons I live with a PhD. Student (plus she’s such a snappy 
dresser). I didn’t get much of it that night. I got home and went to 
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sleep. The next day Brian was supposed to pick me up between 

7:30 and 8:00 am because he had the day off from work and we 

wanted to spend the whole day working on the zine. I woke up at | 
10:30 am, which is considerably later than 7:30. I tried to call him, 

the phone rang, it sounded like someone picked it up then it went ! 
dead. Every time I tried to call after that it was busy. So much for 

getting stuff done. He finally showed up around 1:00 in the 

afternoon, apparently Allison had stayed over and they had 

overslept. We managed to get a few reviews done and call a few 

labels before he had to go practice with Corrin. It was obvious we 

were not getting shit accomplished. 

Band practice was fun. It reminded me a bit of when I 
used to hang out with him when Daltonic first started practicing. 
They all had fun together and it wasn’t a big high-stress situation 
like trying to get a 96 page zine done by deadline. Their music is 
pretty good. I’m not really into metal/hardcore stuff, but they’re 
better than a lot of that sort of thing that is out there right now. We 
really have not managed to get much done on the zine since then. 
We rented the movie Heat which is a damned fine movie, only he 
missed most of it because he was on the phone. The next day he 
went to work and I had to start doing the family thing. By this I 
mean I had to go with my parents to visit one sister in Keene Nev; 
Hampshire then go to Hudson New Hampshire and visit the other} 
This was not very well thought out, which seems to be my mom’s 
style, and my second sister was not even going to be around. I 
dunno. At first the idea of spending some time with my family 
seemed kind of nice but I have quickly come to realize I have little 
in common with most of them and nothing I can talk about with any 


of them. It’s sort of sad, but true. I love them all, but I can’t talk . 


to them about anything that is going on in my life because it is too 
different than the culture they live in. Not that I hide stuff from 
them, it’s just that when I do talk about things with them they 
never seem to grasp what I am saying. It was extremely frustrating, 
being stuck in a house where I didn’t really want to be with no car 
and thus no way to get out of here, having to be unproductive for a 
day. I’m not into holding babies or any of that, but since my mom 
is a grandma she thinks that everyone must love her grandchildren 
and want to be around them. Maybe when they are older and can 
talk I'll want to be around them more, but when I see people 
looking at humans as objects of entertainment or whatever than it 
makes me very uncomfortable. By this I mean forcing kids to do 
stuff that they might not want to do just because you want them to 
do it. Picking them up when they do not want to be picked up, 
giving them a hug when they don’t want one, trying to get them to 
do cute things, etc. I am very uncomfortable with all of that and 
that is usually how I see people treat children, especially babies 
and toddlers. Whatever. I kept stressing out because I thought of 
all these things I needed to get done for the zine but couldn’t 
because I was doing the family thing. Argh. Welcome to 
powerlessness. 
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The next day we went to my other sisters house and , 


picked up her kids, who are 4 and 5. I know them better and they 
are capable of entertaining themselves so I was a lot more 
comfortable. We drove back to Massachusetts with them and the 


whole way down they amused themselves by singing songs or ; 


talking or just rolling their matchbox cars around. Actually, the 
matchbox cars are mine from when I was a kid but I let my niece 
and nephew play with them. But their mine. Mine. Anyway, it 
really amazed me. The entire weekend I watched these kids amuse 


themselves with whatever the could find lying around. A feather §}¥f A 6 


duster, a cardboard tube from wrapping paper, etc. It sort of 
amazed me and made me nostalgic, in that way I described before. | 
I miss being able to do that In a small way I think I have lost part 
of my imagination. We all have, we grow up and we conform. Not 
just to the system’s standards, but to those of our peers. We police 


to agree with try 
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each Other and mock anyone who gets out of line. I took me a lot | 
longer than most to lose my imagination. I never had any friends 
when I was a kid so I didn’t care what anyone thought about me. I 
used to read and write a lot of fantasy and I had a passion for role- 
playing games. It wasn’t until I turned 18 or 19 or so that I learned 
that gamers were “geeks.” But if something is repeated enough 
eventually it gets internalized. Living with people that constantly 


bag on people who dress goth but use their imagination I leamed | 


that using one’s imagination is not allowed, unless it is within a 
strictly defined set of parameters. Maybe using your imagination to 
come up with a different way to put together your all-black clothes, 
but not to amuse yourself with stories you make up. The funny 
thing is I see that most people lose their imaginations and fill that 
with consumption. 
entertainment items because they are not capable of entertaining 
themselves. Instead of making up a story or pretending to be/do 
something, they have to have a 
a VCR or if nothing else a six pack do their imagining for them. I 
miss being a child. I miss what I have lost. Not innocence, but the ! 
lack of self consciousness. The ability to live in a world of wonder 
and imagination without fear of retribution, 

Anyway, 
done because they were here. On Sunday night I finally caught up 
with my friend Melanie and we wen to see Jack. It’s a horribly 
depressing movie, don’t waste your money. It was nice to spend 
time with someone I could hold hands with and tell I love without 
this weird feeling of relationship. It’s nice to have friends that can 
accept that you love them and not have to make a big deal over it, 
Whatever. On Monday night Brian and I stated working on the 
zine again, getting reviews done, typing in some stuff he had 
written. We were finally pretty productive, although I am damned 
sick of hearing a bunch of metal/hardcore bands: that to me sound 
exactly the same. He had to leave to 80 see Allison and I had to go 
get my stitches taken out of my mouth. I ended up getting locked 
out of his house and had to walk to 
have her come pick me up. That 
materialism scares the shit out of me. Buy your identity, buy your 
happiness. That’s what every store seems to say. 
whitewashed floors, the Plastic fake appearance of it all. The 
plastic fake zombies walking through the mall. Suburbia scares 
me because it kills local color. It kills community. There are no 
traditions save the one’s Hallmark dictates. People don’t talk to 
each other, everyone locks their doors and no one trusts anyone 


was odd. The culture of | 


else. Seeing Anarchy T-shirts on sale for $22.00 made me want to @ 


vomit. It’s sort of like that old Dead 
for sale!” 


shirts and CDs and sing along 

Just a different flock of sheep 
paralleling the main herd. The bookstore in the mall had nothing 
challenging in it. Mostly just 
pulp fiction. Horror, romance, sci-fi, fantasy, Michael Crichton, 
Stephen King, James Grisham etc. No Noam Chomsky, no 
Adbusters or Mother Jones magazine. 
was for the beginning of my life I am no more, 
place was, 
be again. 


and whatever this 
itis no more. This is not my home now, and can never 
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with Brian was fun when we got to hang out and he wasn’t on he 
| Phone with his girl, watching his band practice was pretty cool 

since they are good. I may not like metal very much, but they’re 
good anyway, and all really nice guys. I managed to escape from 
my parents for a while when they went up to Maine for the 
weekend. For the first time I was not working on the zine or being 
toted around like a fatted calf. I got some rest, and then tried to 
look up some old acquaintances from my teenage years. I came} 


didn’t remember most of the 
never knew anyone in my highschool or if I just don’t remembe: 
them now. The few I do remember I didn’t want to talk to. Not so 
much that they are bad people, but that I am ashamed of who andf 
what I was during my younger years. Obsessed with finding a 
girlfriend, intolerant of those who chose to use drugs, constantly 
depressed about nothing and believing in odd religions. No doubt 
if I went to my tenth year reunion today the questions people would 
ask would be three, “So what ever happened to Eve Kerrigan?” { 
“Do you still practice witchcraft?” and 
Maiden?” The answers would be “she lives in Alabama now ad 
actually tried to call her when I was home, her mom told me where 
she is)” “No, I am a committed atheist, if it can’t be proved 
scientifically then it is only assumption” and “not since all my CDs 
got stolen.” 
I did get in touch with my old friend Paula Gorman, 
which was nice. We hung out, I think she has matured as I have, | 
although she is still more in touch with the old theater/ren faire 
scene. She makes her own mead now, I tried some and it tasted 
like piss to me, as all alcohol does. Seeing her made me wish I had 
some free time, that I had a car or something, that I hadn’t blown 
all my money and the last four years of my life on punk rock. I 
want to see some of my old friends, I want to get to King Richard’s 
Faire and visit with Tiny and John and Mike and everyone else. 
Anyway, I'll spare you the boring and minute details of ; 
the next few days, and the horrific plane ride home (with what 
turned into a five hour layover in FK, quite possibly the ugliest 
airport in the world). Luckily Brian and I hung out a lot more 
without worrying about the zine or any other stuff, and as usual we. 
had a great time. He’s my best friend and I love him and I loved 
being with him. But back in Pittsburgh I had a “tower” of mail™ 
waiting for me, as my roommate Wandi called it. I sat down and 
opened my mail and made a to-do list, that turned out to be 
pages long. If I had a few weeks before 
could get it all done, 


four 
the start of school maybe I 
all the research I need to do for the zine, all 
the orders I need to ship out, all the writing for EnviroLink, etc. ; 
But I don’t have that time, in fact, I started school the next day. I} 
went to the elink office and found out that they can not afford to 
Pay me, which means I have to get a job, on top of school, this zine, 
EnviroLink and whatever other activism I choose to do. I’m 
already behind in my schoolwork and I’ve only been going to class 
for a week. I have two papers due really soon. Tonight I had a ‘ 
nervous breakdown of some sort because I am so overworked. I 

was really nervous and anxious for a couple of hours and it 
culminated in me shaking and crying uncontrollably at school. I’ve 
decided that I need to simplify my life as much as possible. I feel 
guilty stopping my volunteer work but I need to now before I get 
even more burnt out. I can’t do any good to anyone if I am 
incapacitated. I have to save me before I can save the world, you 
know? So I wrote to Josh and told him I can not write for him 
anymore, I’m trying to finish up this, the final issue of the zine and 


trying to simplify my life down to work and school, school and 
work. Lh 
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f it happened the other way around. At least with some conservative 
movements I Can see where they are coming from, like the anti- 
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i I see friends every once in a while. Tonight I talked to @ 
my friend Lisa, I run into my good friend Lenny a lot. I wish 1 gis, 
could spend more time with them. I need to be able to take a good Rat y 
book down to the beehive and just sit and read and talk to whoever 
comes by. I need to be able to go on a long bike Tide every week or vi 
two and not feel guilty that I should be out building homes for the s 
homeless or putting on shows for ungrateful hardcore kids. 
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More On The State Of The World 


Wednesday, September 11, 1996, 11:01 a.m. 


So what’s been going on lately? Now that I am back in 
I fairly difficult for me to follow the news. I’m almost 
; caught up in my homework to where I should have been last week, 
which explains why I am dragging my as on this zine so much. I 


think it is going to be late, and for that I apologize to everybody. 
Oh well. 


President Clinton sent bombs to Iraq, 
protect the Kurds from Saddam Hussein. Why is it that anywhere 
else there is oppression in the world we don’t give a shit, hell, we 
give China Most Favored Nation trading status even though they 
run slave labor camps. But suddenly Saddam is so bad and the . 
Kurds are so good we have to fly in and bomb the shit out of 
people. Could it have to do with the fact that Americans are 
generally a bunch of nationalistic fucks that like to be the big bully 
on the block? We like to see our planes beating the shit out of 
someone the politicians have hired Public Relations firms to 
demonize. Plus, it obviously hasn’t hurt Clinton in the polls any. 
But no, this could not be a campaign maneuver at all. It’s really to 
protect the Kurds. The same Kurds who we don’t care about when f 
Turkey rolls over with Tanks, because Turkey is our ally. In fact, 
we just gave permission to Turkey to take a part of Iraq, we just 
said “here, have some of their country” because the Kurds are 
supposedly so dangerous to Turkey that they need that extra land as 
a security zone (in other words, they can set up martial law in the 
Kurd lands but Saddam can not). It’s funny how when Iraq moved 
tanks in there the Kurds were described as poor and oppressed, but 
less than a week later when we gave the land to Turkey (as if it is 
the U.S.’s land to give away) the same Kurds were described as 
“extremists” and “terrorists.” Oh yeah, and correct me if I am 

wrong, but didn’t the whole Gulf War thing start because Hussein 


Turkey can just take a 


supposedly to 


Blah. In other fucked up news the federal government 
has now said that legal discrimination against homosexuals is a-ok 
in their book. Democratic Senator Byrd from West Virginia 
authored the Defense Of Marriage Act (so for all of you who think 
Republican=bad and Democrat=good think again) and members of 
the Senate and the House invoked God, Christianity and a whole 
lot of hatred in their speeches about how heterosexual families are 
the cornerstone of our society and homosexuality is a threat to it. I 
guess they have an idea that homosexuals wait outside “straight 


rocks through the windows of straight couples. Last time I checked 


abortion movement, I do not agree with them at all, but they feel 
that “‘a fetus is a life” and should be protected as a human life. But 
this... this is pure hatred. Pure prejudice. This is the ultimate 5 
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ange alii lc aie ‘Op Bowen store seemed to b¥é me think about my experiences as 
example of legislating morality*fei it's own sake. This is [mm RYT and We fat the real point 1S, is that about ter 
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Oh well, up until 1967 it was illegal in many states for an Cs iM the large bus learn how to be a model or mak 
of work to do. Bulg? all draw your own conclusion: 


interracial couple to get married, but it is now legal in all of them. 


Hopefully the same will happen with other forms of coupling that fj me eee, “KI Thips 
the scardey-cat conservatives can’t handle seeing. looking 6 US. i nN ant Kk: mee 
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' dozen or sc nouses in an area with a huge wall around the whole 
thing and only one access road which has a gate on it. You have to 
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ala as Williamsburg! show pass to a security guard to get in, or if you are visiting you 
art Sunday, October 13, 12:39 PM have to have permission and they take your name and license 
ngs number etc. Now, this is pure speculation I admit, but I woul 
Uf Last weekend I went to go visit my friend Anna in wager these security guards would give a lot harder time to poo: 


eee, Wiliamsburg. It was a good thing, for me to get out of the city and people or minorities going to visit than to upper-class whitebread 
e de FY go somewhere... it seems that in the past two years the only places I we people. Not only that, often these planned communities have 
have been were Pittsburgh and Attleboro - aside from my brief restrictions against small children (I don’t know if the one’s in 

U3?" ~-xcursion to Blacksburg as reported in issue #10. I won’t bore you Ve williamsburg do or not, but I know some have) and I'll bet you the 
p with the minute details of the trip, but here are some highlights and fay —itip of my dick that they’re almost all white. These communities are 


observations I made while I was there. q horribly elitist, distrustful and one of the best examples of the “me, 
DTG Before I left I went downtown to wait for my bus. I had (jf, me, me and fuck everyone else” mentality that runs through this 
an hour or two to kill so I walked down by the river. It was bay country. Like I said, it’s no wonder all their bored teenage kids are 
5 amazing. Pittsburgh by night is a ghost town. The weather was A A out there doing cocaine. 

brisk and the wind whipped through the spaces between the He One of the funniest things about these communities is 
(% —_ towering buildings, tearing at my flesh like skeletal claws. The sky 47 that they’ are supposedly for safety. Oh yeah, safety in the 
was black and the streets were silent. I don’t think I'd had that dangerous town of Williamsburg VA. Funny, I live in Pittsburgh, 
ee much peace in months. It was nice to just let things be. I had to ap I've lived in Tucson, both big cities that are not entirely crime-free, 
ff wait, I had nothing to do, I had to just sit there and let the world be fa) yet I always leave my door unlocked and I am not afraid to walk 
the world and me be me. I started to realize as I looked out across A around at night. It’s these soulless fucks who substitute television 
rU the dark form of the Monongahela - which is surprisingly beautiful Mia! for communication and society that only see sensational reportings 
fav by night - that a lot things in this world don’t really matter. Idon’t  (@W% of “crime” on TV that are the ones who worry about nonexistent 
mean to sound like a nihilist or give an impression of apathy, but crime. The ones who live in the lowest crime areas but are so tied 
= somehow sitting there that night I just realized that most things we fa) to their possessions that they are ever in fear of someone breaking 

fen make the biggest deal over are really trivial. I was listening toa  (fY into their house and stealing them. It’s disgusting. 
yp fering Brian made for me once and it brought back a lot of memories ne Aside from that, Williamsburg is just another small town. 
I have of the two of us. I realized it doesn’t matter that we’re It’s got it’s proliferation of characterless and low-paying chain 


(4m) pretty much growing apart - his goals in life seem to be stability qo, stores and restaurants all along one main drag, just like Attleboro 

in 1g | and marriage, mine are change, growth and activism - what matters iec has Route 1 and Monroeville has all it’s shit. The only thing that 

Kis that we are best friends and we do love each other, even I we © saves Williamsburg at all is the tourist trade which allows them to 

ig ski idon’t talk as much as we used to. It doesn’t matter that I don’t @ If keep a few locally owned (and very expensive) shops in the 
anil bave the marketable skills to get a high-paying job - nobody eve: (FAR “downtown” area. 

said on their death bed “I wish I made more money.” Somehow Anyway, aside from all the negative feelings I have 


(/{4— ‘hat night I was calmer and clearer than I had been ina long time. Yuu towards Williamsburg - which basically comes from negative 
at Kea The bus trip was fairly uneventful - I have a few amusin; con feelings towards small towns in general, especially those made up 
: stories but I don’t think they are relevant enough to put them ir fammmm of transplanted yuppies and kids who are going to go on to wat 


it 


here - and I got to Williamsburg at 8:00 am the following moming. "4 i) expensive private little colleges and instead of working and [ fi 
Although it was great to see my friend, Williamsburg was sort of ’ learning will use it as a 5 year parental subsidy to fuck off, do 
creepy. Creepy in that suburban way that I think I have mentioned nothing and party before they go on to work for their dad’s friend’s 
about Attleboro in these pages. Williamsburg has a population of a company after they graduate - it was really nice to see Anna and to (777) 
little over 10,000 - 1/3rd the size of my hometown. One of the big meet some of her friends who seemed good enough. It was really 
differences is that while Attleboro is mainly comprised of people great to go to the Richmond Food Not Bombs. They have their shit 
who worked in the factories for Balfour, TI, Swank, Crown or other so together there. They meet at the same time in the same place (iyFigy 
textile and jewelry companies, Williamsburg is a place for every week, collect huge amounts of food and serve hundreds of 
transplanted hippie/yuppies who moved here from larger cities to people. I wish Pittsburgh’s fnb could be like that. Maybe after I 
“get out to the country” and get “back in touch with nature” or graduate and have free time again and start going again I can help 
some bullshit like that. Most of the people there seemed incredibly work to make it that good. It was nice to see my friend Jesse again. 
rich and from what Anna said the town is very conservative. But But finally the time came to leave, come back to Pittsburgh and 
then again, conservative doesn’t really mean shit except “I sold out jump back into my life. 

the values of my youth because now I have money and want to keep 


it.” That’s Williamsburg conservative. Attleboro conservative is SSO eine 

more like my dad. These people are like all the greed, fear and WIS ecra cKs 

soullessness of conservatism without the strong values or work JamMgssIa next dat ce k man and woman 

ethic. When I look at places like this it is no wonder to me that 4a ve dp ee ‘ i 

drug use is up among teenagers. brick, name Se i” Hg Were accused, twWo- 0 
I think one of the scariest things about places like this are the fact that 90 logy th Gr ce have come out sat yi. 4 


, the so-called “gated communities.” For those of you who have 
never encountered this phenomenon it is basically a group of a 
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or send a stamp for our full catalog 
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belt out four songs 

(five on the cd) that 
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time. Produced by ar, ; n chaotic tracks 


of raw emotion.., 
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RETROGRESSION’S FINAL 


“GET THIS SHIT OUT OF MY HOUSE” SALE 


Retrogression is finally going out of business, no more Retrogression zine, no Retrogression Records. I want to get rid of all my distro shit and 
all the stuff I reviewed that I don’t want to keep. These are pretty much the cheapest prices in the universe so order away. A few notes: First 
payment is up front in US Dollars only. Secondly I only have one of most of these things and they might sell qut, if I’m out of something you order 
an you do not list an alternate I will send you something I think you might like. Thirdly these prices do not include postage. Please add $2.00 for 
the first item, $1.00 for the second item and 25¢ for each additional item. Orders outside the US please add $5.00 to your total to cover the extra 
postage. Oh yeah, for postge, two zines count as one item. There is no minimum order. All orders will be shipped ASAP by USPS book rate. No 
checks. Send orders to Dave, 5669 Beacon Street, Pittsburgh PA 15217. Thanks. 
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Atlas Shrugged The Last Season (12"-Trip Machine) 
CALLIOPE I Can See You With My Eyes Closed 
(CD-Thick) 

Clairmel (CD-No Idea) 

COWS Old Gold (CD-AmRep) 

Dead Fucking Last Proud To Be (CD-Epitaph) 
BRUCE DICKINSON (CD-Castle) 

FALLING SICKNESS Right On Time (CD-Hopeless) 
Grubby 22 Months (CD-H.G. Fact) 

Hatchetface (12"-Figure Four) 

Hellchild In Words, For Words (CD-H.G. Fact) 

The Joykiller (CD-Epitaph) 

JUDGE NOTHING Riveter (CD-Thick) 

Lag Wagon Hoss (CD-Fat) 

NERVOUS CHRISTIANS Revenge Is A Dish Best 
Served Cold (CD-National Dust) 

NOBODYS Short Songs For Short Attention Spans 
(CD-Hopeless) 

None Left Standing Stingray Candy 100! (CD- 
Rhetoric) 

One Life Crew Crime Ridden Society (CD-Victory) 
Paradise Lost draconian times (CD-Relativity) 

Rocket Fuel Is The Key Consider It Contempt (CD- 
Thirsty Ear) 

Shiv Flayed and Astrayed (CD-Thirsty Ear) 

V/A. "Chicago vs. Amsterdam" (CD-Hopeless) 

V/A "Heavy Hardcore Headroom" (Kings of 
Feedback, Dissension, Hail of Rage, Deformed 
Conscience, Drop Dead, Conniption, The Mind 
Parasites, Devoid of Faith, Dean Jones, Out of Band 
Experience, Trent, Grief, Toxic Narcotic, Anal 
Cunt, Coleman, Disfuse, Chicken Chest, Showcase 
Showdown and Disrupt)(CD-Profane Existence Far 
East) 

Vodoo Glow Skulls Firme (CD-Epitaph) 
Zionide Newsflash (CD-Minstrel Records 


”s - $1.00 


ATLAS SHRUGGED / NEW DAY RISING split 
(Moo Cow) 

AUS ROTTEN Fuck Nazi Sympathy (Havoc) 
Autonomy A faction of Mercy (Mass Media Records) 
Bloodstone Blindless Savation (admission) 

BRISTLE (havoc) 

CABLE /MALCOLM'S LOST split (Moo Cow) 
Candyass (Mutant Renegade) ($1.00) 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE in a few hours of madness 
(havoc) ° 

CODE 13 (Havoc) 

CODE 13 Doomed Society (Havoc) 

Cripple Bastards / Preparation H split 

DESTROY Burn This Racist System Down (Havoc) 
Failure Face (Burrito) 

Fiendz Everybody's Favorite (Black Pumpkin) 
Forgground/Shatter split (Moo Cow) 


Outlast 
Outlast Conspiracy 


Gasolene Self-Extinction (Last Stand) 
Gehspenst The Final Ghost Face (H.G. Fact) 


Gob/Loadstar (split ) 138 

SPUDMONSTERS No Garauntees (Massacre) 
SWAMPFOOT 

W/A ( Outlast / Start Today / Flakes / Drabness / 
Foreheads / Galore Confusion / Backside / Gregory's 


Grain (Goldentone) 

Grubby stab (H.G. Fact) 

Gus/Gus split (No Idea) 

H100S Texas Death Match (havoc) 

Half Life/In-humanity split (H.G. Fact) 

Halfmast Influence (Third Party) 

Hellchild (H.G. Fact) 

Holdstrong Gaining Ground (Pin Drop) 

Ice Nine Psychology and Extreme Violence (Rhetoric) 
Ipecac Tomato, tomato (Fountainhead) 


Last Man Standing Unseen (Smog Veil) st u ff- F R E = 


LIPMONGER Hook, Line and Sinker (Negative Blood Of My Enemies 
Carbonated Crack 


Progression) 
Mad Parade Sarcasm a la Carte CRUSADE! #2 
MASSKONTROL/WARPATH split (Havoc) Disgruntl TV #18 
THE MURDERERS (havoc) Dumpster dive #4 
Ogreish Organism 4 the Pill (H.G. Fact) Endangered Species Vol 2 #2 
One Ton Shotgun Disgruntled (One Ton) Fell On Evil Days #3 

Furbis Deals #1 


Ovarydose (Goldentone) : 
Prevail ... With Such Emotion (Insurgent Sounds) Giant 

Radon/Highway 66 split (Goldentone) Icon #8 ca 

Retrogression #10/Warning: May Provoke Thought ‘bred Picnic #1 : 

#6 (96 page zine & comp with Black Krondstadt, “It's Ok Not To Be a Dick" buttons 


Fork, Ascencion and sevenyearswar) Livebeat #4 

Rorschach/1.6 band split (Chainsaw Safety) Moo Cow #17 

SCOUT (Moo Cow) the New Unionist #224 

SEVENYEARSWAR (Moo Cow) Nothing #7 

Shiner (Slow To Burn) Playdoh #2 

Shoegazer (Fidotrust) Provocative #3 

S.M.D. the Rain That Fell Last Night Made Me Fall In Love 
Stone Hombre (Crash Landing) With You #714 

Switch Style (H.G. Fact) Rampage - the diaries two sex crazed riot chyx (14 
Symptom of Isaac (Bloodlink) sheet zine) 

Thinner (King Bung) Research fanzine #3 

Third Age The Furthest West (Jah) Retrogression #9 

THIRTY BC Gasping For Air (Negative Progression)  Refrogression #11 

3 Ton Bridge/Birthrite Retrogression #12 

Tired From Now On/Floor Rockstar 


V/A (Sea Shepard /Ivich / Human Alert / Finger Print / Samwise 


Abolition ) Le Garage (Obstination) xshit talkx 
Wax (side one) Sissy #3 
Slut #5 


Zoinks Sapsucker Sluggo (Satan's Pimp) 
Zoinks/The Gain split (Rhetoric 


Sound Off #5 


Squarepegroundhole #1 
Demos yale Advanced Squarepegroundhole #2 
this is heresy 
Cassetes - 50¢ The Truth Hurts #3 
Circle Jerks Oddities, Abnormalities and Curiosities Unrest 
Daybreak XVelvet GloveX 
Drabness Vigilance Freezine #1 
Expirimental Audio Research Beyond the Pale (Big Vigilance Freezine #4 / Moo Cow #14 
Cat) Who Needs a Beat When the Beat Just Goes On #1 
Galore Confusion 
Nine 


PAST OUR MEANS 


Rev:54 12"/CS/CD 


Six fast, furious and catchy 
songs from the OC hardcore 
touring machine 


12": $6, Cassette: $6, CD: $8 


56 page mailorder fanzine. Includes interviews with Sense Field, Civ, 


Texas Is The Reason, Ignite, lceburn, Shades Apart, and more 


Also new: Civ, Red 5, No Doubt, Toadies, etc on vinyl, plus over 2,000 of the 


best Punk and Hardcore CD’s, vinyl, and merch at DIY prices 
af ee _ 
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Anthemic;-melodic, ultra- 
sligk, har&onic speedy 
puitkrociettom Sweden 


OUT OF BOUNDS — 


BH 31 LP/CS/€D 
LP: $8, Cassette: $8, CD: $10 


licensed trom Burhing Heart Records 


Nettias 
. “antl 

t their braid of Powerful 

elodic punk is even harder. 


Skate hard by 
ummeling m 


LP: $8, Cassette: $8, CD: $10 


Send one dollar to: Rev HQ, P.0. Box 5232 
Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232 
Visa/MC orders call 714.842.7584 
http://www.RevHQ.com 


Ch tnehilla 
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AAS ARS 


101 ITALIAN Hits 
Also Available = epicis 14 LP/CS/CD 


the first full-length from the all-female, 
all-rockin', San Diego group that can 
only be described as Chinchilla. 


LP: $8, Cassette: $8, CD: $10 A 
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REVIEWS 


Here they are, so read them. 
SREKEKEKEE EE * 
Abnormal Behavior / EssoAsso 
7 song split 7” 
Brian Goldsmith 
1520 41st Street 
N. Bergen, NJ 07047 * USA 
Infamous Dave: This 7” looks like 
it was thrown together pretty 
quickly and sloppily, and you know, 
that’s a really refreshing change 
after reviewing a bunch of full 
color, overproduced, slick 
straightedge / metal bands. I get the 
impression that these bands are 
doing this because they like to play 
and they have something to say. It 
has the raw chaotic energy that 
attracted me to punk. It’s totally 
DIY, which is what the 
underground is all about. The first 
band, Abnormal Behavior is pretty 
basic punk rock that makes 
Submachine or Naked Aggression 
seem complex by comparison. They 
get a little heavy in their third song, 
but for the most part they are punk 
rock and roll. The other band, 
EssoAsso sound like Iconoclast or 
Struggle or old Groundwork. 
Actually they sound like a more 
intense version of Angel Hair. 
Fast, angry, staticy music and 
vocals that sound like the pipes 
have been screeched raw but are 
forced to keep going. I like this a 
lot. 
OOOO 

AFI “Very Proud of Ya” 
20 song CD 
Nitro Records 
7071 Warner Ave. 
Suite F-736 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
Posi-Bri: Pennywise...?_ Yup! 
Musically and vocally. Lyrics- “I 
sleep until there is no light” “This 
obsession I must admit has shaken 
me up a bit.” 

OOOOO 
All That #9 
44 sheets & 30 song CD 
Infamous Dave: OK, this is a slick 
glossy magazine that has a 
circulation of 10,000 and features a 
lot of heavy hitters like Bad 
Religion, Type O Negative, and 
Corrosion of Conformity 
alongside “smaller” bands like 
Deadguy and Shift. They seem to 
feel that they are helping out 


hardcore & punk by giving certain 
bands exposure in an 
internationally distributed large 
magazine like this. Personally I 
think they are destroying everything 
that punk culture is about. Like 
many zines I have been reviewing 
lately, all they cover is bands and 
music. Not one thought or opinion 
to be had in the whole fucking 
thing. Hell, they cover One Life 
Crew without taking any sort of 
stand at all. They can call that 
objective, I call it apathetic. Punk is 
about being a part of a community, 
it’s about - ideals, not about 
worshipping rockstars. Just because 
this features Prema instead of Ratt 
doesn’t mean it is any better than 
Circus or Kerrang. 

OOO 
AsStroland - Sweep the Leg 
10 song 7” 
Exit Records 
25 Guion St. 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 
Infamous Dave: The public has a 
stereo-type of punk as being a 
bunch of mohawked drunk violent 
morons. These guys play right into 
that. Imagine if Drop Dead played 
slower and not as well and sung 
songs about wiping shit on a 
bathroom stall or drinking forty 


ounces. 


Backdraft “The End” 
6 song CD 
Crucial Response Records 
Kaiserfeld 98 
46047 Oberhausen 
GERMANY 
Posi-Bri: Imagine a constant roll 
with the snare drum and the hi-hats 
with basic 3 or 4-chord guitar parts, 
that describes the fast parts. Then 
we have the breakdowns which 
contain lots of constant e-crunch 
strumming by one guitar along with 
the occasional accompaniment of 
single note scales played by the 
other guitarist. I like the music, it’s 
descent, but I get tired of listening 
to the same old stuff played over 
and over again. I was pretty 
disappointed by the fact that Kurt 
Russell wasn’t in the band and they 
didn’t have any songs about 
firemen. 

OOOO 


Beta Minus Mechanic 

3 song 7” 

Crisis Records 

P.O. Box 5232 

Huntington Beach, CA 92615 
Posi-Bri: First of all, I know I have 
a bad voice, that’s why I don’t sing, 
so why doesn’t this person realize 
that? The vocals are mellow and 
real singy, but so out of key with 
the music that they’re awful. The 
music is upbeat, mellow indie / 
college rock type stuff. Sounds like 
a cross between Blangk and 
Enkindle (maybe). The music isn’t 
that bad but the vocals didn’t allow 
me to listen to this 7” more than the 
one time required to review it. 


©© 


Better Read Than Dead 

22 band CD compilation w/ Cain, 
NOFX, Snuff, Bjorn Baby Bjorn, 
Hooton 3 Car, Tribes of Nuerot, 
Napalm Death, _Pitchshifter, 
Spazz, Wayne Kramer, Gary 
Floyd Band, The Levelers, The 
Wild Bouquet, Chumbawamba, 
Big Ray, Zoinks!, Papa Brittle, 


Larry Brrds, Chocolate, J 
Church, Blaggers Ita & 
Propagandhi 

AK Press 

P.O. Box 40682 


San Francisco, CA 94140 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Well, this CD is full off 
bands playing all sorts of different 
music. We got pop-punk, metal, 
death metal, industrial, blues, pop 
rock, easy listening, rock & 
country. It’s bizarre because there’s 
so many different styles of music on 
this CD which makes it difficult to 
review. This CD is a benefit for AK 
Press. 


©© 
Blueland “The 10en Bright 
Spikes” 11 song CD 
New Red Archives Records 


Infamous Dave: The only thing I 
have ever heard off of New Red is 


the Crucial Youth LP, and I know 
they might be putting out something 
by Anti-Flag, so I tend to identify 
them with fast, positive hardcore 
punk stuff. Well kids, this ain’t it. 
It starts off sounding like mellow 
coffeehouse indie-rock and just gets 
weird. Trumpets, piano, violins. 
But it’s actually pretty rad. It’s 
slow throughout most of it and 
lacks the energy of say Drop Dead 
but it’s so odd and different and 
actually talented that it’s pretty 
interesting. I dunno if I’ll ever 


listen to it again after I review it, 
but right now it’s neat. 

©OO 
Bob Of Tribes “Does Anyone 
Have a Gun?” 4 song 7” 
Sensual Underground Ministries 
1430 S. Quincy Ave. 
Tulsa, OK 74120-5826 
Infamous Dave: OK, the name Bob 
Of Tribes is as dumb as the names 
of some Pittsburgh bands like 
Larry The Pants or The Couch 
Of Swissvale but I figured that I 
liked the other 7’s that Sensual 
Underground sent me so this one 
probably wouldn’t be bad. Boy was 
I wrong. It’s this indie-rock 
dorkcore stuff that tries so hard to 
be cute and stupid but succeeds 
only at the latter. A picture of 
cartoon character Nancy on the 
front, little kids on the back and 
badly handwritten insipid lyrics. 
This is so bad that halfway through 
Brian burst in the room and said 
“what the fuck is this, more shit 
from Goldenrod?” 


Boilermaker “In  Wallace’s 
Shadow” 10 song CD 
Goldenrod Records 
3770 Tanzy St. 
San Diego, CA 92121 
Allison: Real good. Kind of post- 
hardcore stuff, but the lyrics are 
more mature. It’s soothing mellow 
music with nice gentle vocals. 
Everyone should buy this that 
doesn’t like the tough guy fast 
macho HC stuff, because the world 
doesn’t revolve around that genre of 
music. 

QOOOOOOO 
Botch “The John Birch 
Conspiracy Theory” 4 song 7” 
Phyte Records 
P.O. Box 14228 
Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Infamous Dave: Fuck me if this 
isn’t one of the best records I have 
heard in a while. Don’t get 
nervous, first of all I recently got an 
STD test and came out clean, 
secondly you won’t have to fuck me 
because this record is truly mind- 
blowing. The music is powerful 
and heavy, it puts Despair and 
Rorschach to shame. It approaches ~ 
the greatness of Iconoclast or 
Struggle on their first EP 
(coincidentally some of the only 
shit I ever liked that Ebullition put 
out). The layout is fantastic and the . 
lyrics are intense. My favorite part 


of this 7’ is when they do a 
hardcore cover of the overture to 
Carmina Burana. That might not 
mean much to’ you now but if you 
heard it I can guarantee you would 
love it. 

OOOOOOOO 
Broken “Defy The Season” 
10 song CD 
Standfast Records 
Infamous Dave: First off I should 
probably say that there are (at least) 


two bands named Broken. One is a’ 


hardcore band from Connecticut 
that sounds like a cross between 
Slapshot and Judge and just went 
on tour with one of my favorite 
bands, The Pist. This is not them. 
This Broken is from Atlanta. I 
think I like the “Atlanta sound.” I 
mean, these guys are no 
Thenceforward or anything but 
their pretty good. The music is 
pretty fast, something Atlanta bands 
have not forgotten that hardcore is 
supposed to be. Although I must 
admit that this leans to the emo 
side more often than I would like. 
The majority of the songs in here 
are about being stabbed in the back, 
deep feelings etc., but three I really 
liked. One was about consumption 
and sustainibility, one was about 
rape and one was about teen 
pregnancy. It’s a pretty good 
Telease, it doesn’t stand out too 
much from a lot of current 
hardcore, but it is different enough 
for me not to hate it. 

QOOOOO 
Brother Inferior “Blasphemy and 
Treason” 6 song 7” 
Sensual Underground Ministries 
Infamous Dave: Something about 
this record immediately reminded 
me of Dead Kennedys. Not that 
they sound exactly like them or are 
a cheap rip off, but I just get the 
general feeling that if DK formed 
now this is what they would be. 
Maybe it’s the rad collage poster 
that came with it of Ralph Reed, 
the director of the Christian 
Coalition with a cross burned into 
his forehead and money over his 
mouth. All of the artwork and 
lyrics on this record are very 
political, but the music doesn’t 
sound like the typical Havoc, 
Profane or Tribal War Records 
stuff. Some of the songs are on the 
heavy and angry side but some of 
them are slower and have a very 
very very slight ska influence to 


them. Very slight. Musically these 
guys are very proficient and change 
their sound often enough within and 
between songs to keep me 
interested. I’m glad that the lyrics 
on this record do not sound 
contrived like most punk bands 
who know what they are supposed 
to sing about. I especially like the 
fact that they single out Ralph Reed 
(how many people even know who 
he is) to target in their songs. Most 
“political punks” nowadays are 
uninformed and just repeat clichés. 
They never sing about current 
events or issues, but simply throw 
around the same slogans they heard 
on someone else’s record. These 
guys break that trend and I am glad 
of it. Plus, one of the songs is 
called “Retro” so how could it be 
bad? QOOOOQOOO 


Brother’s Keeper - 

“The Continuum” 10 song CD 
Truskill Records 

23 Farm Edge Lane 

Tinton Falls, NJ 07724 

Posi-Bri: The music has a pretty 
typical sounding metallic hardcore 
mosh to it but the band puts more 
into their music than that and the 
beats are dancier than most other 
bands of the same style. They have 
these changes into parts with weird 
sounding unrelenting dissonant 
guitar work. Sounds maybe a little 
Snapcase-ish but not really because 
BK is playing chords, not single 
notes, but just so you get the idea. 
The music is. pretty typical 
sounding even though it isn’t. The 
vocals are really high pitched and 
he often sounds like a chicken. I 
don’t know, I guess it doesn’t really 
appeal to me, but if you like 
anything by BK, Holdstrong, 
Drained or any other mosh-core 
stuff, I'd really recommend this. 
Lyrics- “I’m not looking but I still 
see, I'm not listening but I can 
hear.” “I can’t recall the last time 
we shared a smile.” 


OOOO 
Cast Iron Hike 
3 song 7” 
(Trustkill Records) 


Infamous Dave: OK kids, this band 
is talented and everything, but punk 
isn’t art, hardcore isn’t beautiful 
and lets not try to make it be, ok? 
Last time someone did that we 
ended up with grunge and I don’t 
want to repeat that mistake. 
OOOOO 


Catharsis 

9 song CD 

CrimethInc. 

2695 Rangewood Drive 

Atlanta, GA 30345 

Infamous Dave: After reading the 
interview with them in the latest 
issue of Hardware | really wanted 
to check out their CD to see if the 
band is as interesting as the 
individuals who make it up. 
Luckily I had gotten it in the mail to 
review. I popped that sucker in and 
pressed “play” while flipping 
through the CD booklet. It looked 
really promising. The music starts 
off fast and aggressive and flipping 
through the booklet I saw some 
interesting artwork (especially the 
drawing on the thanks list page) 
and my absolute favorite quote from 
Brave New World (which sorta 
pissed me off because I had 
promised myself if I ever did get a 
band together I would use that 
quote and they beat me to it, oh 
well). But as promising as it 
looked from the outset it ultimate 
disappointed me. The music gets 
into petty boring typical new metal. 
I won’t even call it new hardcore or 
new metallic hardcore or anything, 
it’s just metal trying really hard to 
be intricate and interesting and 
ending up just becoming 
background noise that can’t hold 
my interest. And once I started 
reading their lyrics I was truly 
disappointed. I am getting really 
sick of the whole obsession with 
death/demons/ biblical imagery that 
has surfaced in hardcore over the 
past few years. I don’t care if it is 
supposed to be some deep metaphor 
to you, the philosophical writer. To 
me it sounds like Spinal Tap doing 
“Stonehenge”. I mean, can’t people 
get their message across in a plain 
and simple way anymore, or at least 


use different imagery than 
skeletons and devils and pain and 
blah blah blah. It’s pretty tired. 


Oh well, I'd still go see them if 
they played out here, even if only to 
hear them talk between songs 
because what they have to say is 
fairly cool. 

OOOO 


Chalkline / Figurehead 
4 song split 7” 
Shandle Records 
7950 Mentor Ave. #G8 
Mentor, OH 44060 
Posi-Bri: The Chalkline side is 
similar to their demo that I 
reviewed: in the last issue. They 
still have a heavy sound and use 
lots of e-crunch, but at the same 
time they often use dragging chord 
harmonies and high single note 
picking to give their music an 
“emo” feel to it. The second song is 
a little different and is more metal 
than emo. Lyrics - “This is the 
opposition to a lifetime of 
unknowing.” The Figurehead side 
is so distorted, dissonant and badly 
recorded that it’s indistinguishable 
in some parts and the rest sounds 
like bad emo alternative punk. 
Lyrics- “Discomfort in my world 
grows day by day.” 

OOOO 
Citizen Fish “Thirst” 
12 song CD 
Lookout Records 
P.O. Box 11374 
Berkeley, CA 94712 
Infamous Dave: I’m not much of a 
ska fan. There’s a reason for that - 
my limited exposure to “ska 
culture” has lead me to think it is 
much like rave culture, a fun 
danceable style of music and a 
bunch of rich kids wearing 
expensive clothes but nothing really 
behind it. Luckily, Citizen Fish 
does not fit that profile at all. As 
one should expect since it is fronted 
by an ex member of Subhumans 
(or [sub][hum][ans] as some of 
you prefer) this band definitely has 
a lot to say. While the handwritten 
lyric sheet ensured I would never 
read it I could decipher enough of 
the lyrics as they were sung to 
realize that there are songs about 
being a slave to your job, the 
dangers of materialism, the British 
Criminal Justice Act (which if I 
remember will deny rights to 
squatters, take away their 
equivalent of fifth amendment 
rights and make a suspect guilty 
until proven innocent) and a 
particularly scathing song called 
“Catholic Sex Confession” about 
how the Church views women. 
Their music is pretty good, I like 
some of the slower reggae/ska 
“breakdowns” that sort of carry you 
along while Dick sings some 


powerful lyrics underneath you. I 
like the fact that even though they 
are dealing with serious subjects, 
their music doesn’t have to be 
overly serious. Or to phrase it 
better it doesn’t have to hit you 
over the head. I guess they prove 
you can dance and think at the same 
time. 

QOOOOOOO 
Civ “Social Climber” 
2 song 7” 
Revelation Records 
P.O. Box 5232 
Huntington Beach, CA 92615 
Posi-Bri: ’'m sick of everyone 
saying “Have you heard Civ yet, 
they sound just like Gorilla 
Biscuits!” Sorry my friend, GB was 
never this poppy. The music here is 
fast paced melodic punk. I’m not 
going to call it pop-punk, because 
I'd like to think Civ has a little 
more class than that, but we'll see 
what happens with their next 
release. Lyrics- “Memories 
reminding me that time is going by 
so quickly.” 


©OOOOOO 
Coalesce 
5 song CD 
Second Nature Records 
P.O. Box 115434 
Kansas City MO 64138 
Infamous Dave: I swear to Christ if 
I hear one more band like this I am 


going to find out where they live, 
go to their house and slit their 
fucking throats while they sleep. 
The world has enough talentless 
metal bands, why the hell do we 
need more. Wake up folks, it’s 
been done. The courier font, the 
vans, the lyrics that sound like bad 
poetry written by someone who has 
read one too many Sandman comics 
and the Sir Mosh-a-lot riffs... 
they’re all nothing new. Grow an 
imagination or break up. Please. 

: OOOO 
Corpse Vomit 
Bastards of Forever Filth 
3115 West 83rd St. 
Chicago, IL 60652 * USA 
Jesse: Mid to fast-tempo death 
metal. Deep to high vocals. Lyrics 
are pure anti-Christ gore. If you like 
the faces of death type death metal 
get your filthy one way ticket to hell 
and check this out. Lyrics- “Of the 
larvae whore I offer urine to my 
gracious host.” “Rip the throat out 
of the preaching fool, rip the cock 
off your god like fool.” 


Crossthread “Nothing Room” 
3 song demo 
P.O. Box 86 
Westerly, RI 02891 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Excruciatingly heavy and 
powerful. The musicianship is 
excellent and the music is very 
interesting (sounds like Crowbar 
meets Sheer Terror), with diverse 
tempo changes and musical 
transitions from heavy, slow and 
moshy to fast and brutal to slow 
and eerie changes (some parts get a 
little monotonous). The singer has 
pretty decent control over his voice 
and can change his harsh guttural 
screams to low moaning wails 
which add a lot to the music. This 
band has lots of talent. No lyric 
sheet. 

OQOOOOO 
Darkest Hour - The Misanthrope 
6 song CD $6.00 
Death Truck Records 
P.O. Box 10611 
Burke, VA 22009 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Imagine if you took 
Bloodlet and mashed them together 
with Excessive Force, but made it 
heavier. The vocals rule, they sound 
like his throat is bleeding and he’s 
gargling his own blood with every 
word. The music is metal, evil, 
heavy, some may even say 
cataclysmic. It’s not quite as boring 
as-most of the metal shit out there, 
although I must admit that they 
sometimes fall into this problem. I 
think if this CD was any longer 
than 6 songs, it’d probably put me 
to sleep. I guess there really is only 
so much you can do with a drop- 
tuned E-string. Guys, it’s very 
important to be “creative” when 
“creating” music! Lyrics- 
“Overcome the evils trapped 
within, break free from the shackles 
that bind.” “Thrown into this 


‘| world, forced to live a life not 


chosen.” 

OOOO 
Deerheart “Queen, Worker, 
Drone” 10 song CD 
Goldenrod Records 
3770 Tansy St. 


San Diego, CA 92121 * USA 

Posi-Bri: The music is similar to 
Big Black and (early) Butthole 
Surfers, you know, that powerful, 
spastic, noisy, fucked-up sound that 
sounds like an industrial band took 
too many quaaludes during the 
song-writing process. The music is 
very good if you like hard hitting, 


innovative. and dynamic music 
that’s a cross between, industrial, 
metal and punk. Lyrics- “Only 
when the hooves are hot, the legs 
are lit.” “We got to get rid of her, 
she knows who the king is and 
where the prince hides.” 
©OO 

Despair “One Thousand Cries” 
14 song CD 
(Trustkill Records) 
Posi-Bri: This CD is incredible. 
The music is devastatingly heavy 
with lots of moshy riffs to beat up 
your friends to. And check this out, 
they actually utilize some tempo 
changes and put fast parts in their 
music. This is one of the biggest 
reasons why I enjoy this CD. I love 
music with diverse tempo changes 
and decent song structure. Anyway, 
these guys are one of the heaviest 
hardcore bands around that’s still a 
hardcore band and not a metal 
band. Their live shows are 
incredible and there’s even a few 
extra tracks on the CD from a live 
show in Buffalo, which almost 
captures their full intensity. My 
recommendation for everyone is to 
check these vatos out live then buy 
the CD if you like them. _Lyrics 
“The disguise you wear it had me 
fooled” “So there you are still 
you’re nothing at all.” 

QOOOOOOO 
Despair/New Day Rising 
3 song 7” 
Moo Cow Records 
P.O. Box 616 
Madison WI 53701. 
Infamous Dave: 1 had heard a lot 
about Despair before I had ever 
gotten the chance to hear them, and 
boy was I unprepared. I was 
expecting a bad emo band but once 
the needle hit the turntable I was 
being washed over in the tsunami 
of fast, sloppy heavy music. The 
intensity of it really grabbed me 
and I dug it. Unfortunately, their 
lyrics were just what I was 
expecting. That myopic 
straightedge style emo stuff like 
“you don’t feel what’s been burnt 
so deeply in my heart.” Yawn. 
New Day Rising seemed to have 
the opposite problem. Their lyrics, 
while still on the 
personal/introspective side, were a 
lot more interesting but their music 


made me yearn for the hard edge of 
Barry Manilow. 
OQOOOOO 


Bruce Dickinson "Skunkworks" 
13 songs CD 

Castle Records 

Infamous Dave: Somewhere in 
intensity between Bon Jovi's "Dead 
Or Alive” and pretty much anything 
by Hootie and the Blowfish, this 
record is a big disappointment to 
this writer, who worshipped Iron 
Maiden through the entirety of his 
teenage years. 


Digression “Controlled” 
3 song 7” 
SA Mob Productions 
P.O. Box 1931 
Erie PA 16507-0931 
Infamous Dave: How many times 
can I keep saying the same things in 
reviews? “Heavy metallic hardcore 
band with moshy riffs.” I don’t 
know, I guess that depends on how 
many times bands can come out 
that sound exactly like every other 
band out there right now. It’s not 
bad music, but I’m bored shitless 
with this. Next please. 

OOOO 
Disciple “Latern” 
6 song CD 
Ole Crow Records 
P.O. Box 253 
Watertown, TN 37184 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Very heavy and moshy 
with lots of e-crunch and dragging 
chords. Pretty typical “mosh-core” 
metallic HC with too much 
testosterone and not enough 
imagination. The few times that the 
tempo changes doesn’t add enough 
to the music for it to be interesting 
to me. Lyrics- “As the blood drips 
from the cross, I feel the sorrow as 
your life’s lost for me.” 


©O 
Disembodied “The Confession” 
3 song 7” 
Moo Cow Records 
P.O. Box 616, 
Madison WI 53701 


Infamous Dave: 1 had heard a lot 
about Disembodied before I ever 
actually got to hear them. The 
description I have always heard was 
that they are straightedge death 
metal. Needless to say I was 
intrigued. Unfortunately, they do 
not at all live up to that description. 
Death Metal is fast and spastic, this 
is bad slow “chugga chugga” stuff 
that makes Green Rage seem 
really dynamic. Their lyrics are 
pretty lame too; I don’t really give 
half a shit about the frustration in 


their soul or how numb they feel. 
In the end they come off like a 
bunch of angst ridden teenagers 


playing Mushroomhead covers. 
©© 


Diverge “Electrodium / The 
Passage” 18 Song CD 
Decomposed Skunk Bud 
Productions 

237 Cagua NE 

Alb NM 87108 


Posi-Bri: | guess the only way to 
describe this is to call it industrial 
with a heavy metallic influence. 
There are absolutely no acoustic 
instruments in this project: just a 
bunch of keyboards, a drum 
machine and a shitload of midi 
sequencing equipment. The end 
Tesult is a bizarre spacy electronic 
synthetic sounding form of heavy 


~ metal. Lyrics “Twisting my mind . 


full of lies I know it all now cutting 
out pieces of my soul.” “Tear it 
away no more slaves freedom’s the 
goal - transgression.” 

©© 
Dropdead 
47 song CD 
HG. Fact 
401 Hongo-M 
2-36-2 Yayoi-Cho, Nakano 
Tokyo 164 
Japan 
Infamous Dave: It’s... Drop Dead. 
This band is really fast and angry 
and pretty much the definition of 
crust. Funny, they play a lot faster 
live than they do recorded. The 
production on this is better than I 
expected and a lot of the songs on 
here sound really familiar, leading 
me to believe that this is some sort 


_ of “discography” or something. But 


then again, all of their songs sound 
the same; fast, heavy and 20 
seconds long. These guys have a lot 
of energy and blatantly socio- 
political lyrics. Some are really 
simple like “Indifferent - apathetic - 
fucking assholes don’t get it!” and 
some are more complex like 
“Millions spent - to prepare for war 
- while a nation sleeps - the 
homeless endure - the war machine 
grows - the impoverished ignored - 
while thousands die - in the ranks 
of the poor - lives are traded - for a 
wealth of destruction - elitist 
fucking views - fuel the fires of 
corruption”. This is the best fucking 
CD I have heard in a long time 
QOOOOOOOOO 


Dwgsht #7 

20 sheet zine $1.00 

P.O. Box 2819 

Champaign IL 68125 

Infamous Dave: Yet another zine 
that makes me feel a bit better 
about giving up Retrogression, 
knowing that people can tum 
somewhere else for good 
underground literature. 1 should 
make a list of these at the end or 
something. Does the MRR thing 
with columns, interviews and 
teviews but also throws in a few 
articles . It’s got pieces on Sacco 
& Vanzetti, two early 20th century 
anarchists, the Symbionese 
Liberation Army, a bunch of rich 
radicals that decided to play 
terrorist for a little while, the “free 
advertising” Dunkin Donuts or 
other big corps get from sponsoring 
charities or making large donations. 
This is a pretty good zine with a lot 
of room for (and potential for) 
improvement. I’d like to see the 
“survival of the fittest” attitude 
nixed and maybe some more useful 
information, but overall this is a 


damned good start. 
OOOOOOO 
El Bad “Bad Motherfucker” 
17 song CD 
SST Records 
P.O. Box 1 


Lawndale, CA 90260 * USA 
Posi-Bri: This is Greg Ginn’s 
newest project and all I have to say 
is “How many damn projects does 
he need?” He has to be the most 
diverse and most hard working 
musician in the underground scene. 
This new project is a punk rock / 
industrial metal type of thing. that 
reminds me a little of Big Black, 
but with acoustic drums instead of a 
drum machine. These guys have a 
lot more straight-forward driving 
beats, and the music has the heavy, 
dissonant sound that Big Black is 
famous for. Greg is back to his old 
guitar playing style from the Black 
Flag days (especially “Loose Nut’), 
fast and frenzied with lots of 
screeching fills (I won’t call them 
solos, because they’re too low class 
for Greg). Between songs, there are 
these pretty funny spoken 
advertisements for JC 2000, the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. No 
lyric sheet. 

OOOO 


Envy “breathing and dying in 
this place” 10 song CD 
HG. Fact 
401 Hongo-M 
2-96-2 Yayoi-Cho 
Nakano, Tokyo 164 
Japan 
Infamous Dave: | think this label 
puts out more records than anyone 
else, and the cool thing is that they 
don’t all sound exactly the same. 
Sure, theyre all some form of 
heavy music but there is.no real 
“H.G. Fact sound” the way there is 
a Victory sound or a Revelation 
sound or an Epitaph sound. This 
particular band is from Japan, not 
the Envy from Buffalo New York. 
Their music will be appreciated by 
straightedge kids into everything 
from the more raw emo stuff to the 
metal stuff. It’s screaming vocals 
and angry riffs and mid-tempo 
music and a lot of frustration and 
anger. I like this a lot. The lyrics, 
as usual, are a bit difficult to 
understand. They are sung in 
English but they don’t always make 
perfect sense. This is because the 
singer probably decided what he 
wanted to say in Japanese and then 
tried to translate it. For example “I 
know we'll get wrong step 
sometime - but I don’t afraid.” 
Although if you sit down for a 
while you can get the gist of what 
each song is about, which is better 
than some other Japanese bands 
which just take strings of cool 
sounding words that mean nothing, 
like “stance of chain.” The songs 
here are about being frustrated with 
life but caring enough to try to 
make a change. They are about 
having ideals and standing up for 
them. I think this band is really rad 
and I hope for once American kids 
will appreciate something foreign 
that is not all-girls or on a huge 
American label. 

OQOOOOO® 
Falling Sickness "Right On 
Time" 18 song CD 
Hopeless Records, 
P.O. Box 7495 
Van Nuys CA 91409-7495 
Infamous Dave: | think the original 
name of this band was Operation 
Rancid 1996. Their music is 
really... ummm... marketable. Pop- 
punk with a slightly ska influence. 
They even had the op-ivy looking 
layout on their CD. I couldn't read 
their badly hand-written lyrics for 


the most part. I caught something 
equating straightedgers and nazis 
and talking about how great drugs 
are, and that kinda made me not 
bother wanting to strain my eyes 
anymore. Typical teen rebellion for 
the Levi's generation. 


Fall Silent “No Strength to 
Suffer” 10 track CD 
Revolutionary Power Tools 

P.O. Box 83694 

San Diego, CA 92138 * USA 
Posi-Bri: | remember when I got 
their first 7’, the music was so slow 
and agonizing and it reminded me 
of people getting their skin flayed 
(aka Rorschach). This release is a 
lot more dynamic and technical 
(aka metal), and it sounds more like 
a cross between Retribution and 
Kreator. I’d say that this is better 
for the sole fact that the music is a 
lot more interesting, but at the same 
time, there are parts that fall into 
the “generic metallic HC” sound. 
Fortunately, they don’t slip very 
often (I think maybe the morbid 
sounding pipe organ gives it a fresh 
perspective) and they never let the 
music get boring. The vocals must 
make the singers throat bleed, 
because they make my ears bleed. 
Very strong release and this is a 
must have for anyone that likes 
Earth Crisis “Destroy the 
Machines (but not the record press 
or the CD plants)” because this CD 
blows it away. Lyrics- “So ashamed 
of where I’ve been, now I’m on the 
outside looking in.” “A voice with 
power to spread a message. A voice 


that can make a change.” 
QOOCOOOOO 

Fell On Evil Days #3 

17 sheets 

49168 Nautical Drive 

New Baltimore MI 48047 


This is a spiritual straightedge zine 
that seems to have a lot of Krsna- 
concious leanings. Interviews with 
Rob Pennington, Guilt, Deadguy, 
Evan Jacobs and Ignite. Typical of 
straightedge a great effort was 
made for it to be “well produced” 
which resulted in something I really 
didn’t like... a plastic binding. Not 
very environmentally conscious, is 
it? Anyway the writing in this is 
pretty decent and I’d say worth 
checking out. 

OOOOO 


Fifteen “Surprise!” 
13 song CD 
Grass Records 
Infamous Dave: Fifteen is one of 
the few pop-punk bands that I really 
dig. Actually, I’m not too into their 
music. When it’s fast it’s ok and 
kind of fun but this album has way 
too many slow parts that just bring 
me down. What I have always 
liked about them is that they are 
about something, which most pop- 
punk bands lack. They sing about 
cops, violence, development, 
sexualization etc. They tend to be a 
bit to PC sometimes and have a 
simplistic pop-psychology attitude 
(“do we sexualize everything 
because our parents sexualized us”) 
but overall I think it is really 
« positive to introduce these types of 
songs into a scene that more often 
than not sings about girlfriends and 
how unfair it is that your mom 
won’t let you borrow her car. 
OOOO 
Fluff #6 
14 sheet zine $2.00 
Jesse Tolj 
2604 London Co Way 
Williamsburg VA 23185 
Infamous Dave: How difficult is it 
to review a zine when there is a 
piece in there about how his 
girlfriend has a crush on you? 
Yikes. This zine had a long 
roadtrip story which I only read 
because I knew I would be in it, 
usually I avoid those things like 
Detroit. A reprint of some info 
from Earth First! a pretty good 
article on how to do your own 
silkscreening, some really bad 
poetry and fiction, a couple of 
thoughts on sexuality and rape 
which were ok but not so great and 
some other assorted thoughts that 
are kind of interesting to read. 
OOOO 
Front Towards Enemy 
7 song double 7” 
Exit Records 
P.O. Box 263 
New York NY 10012 
Infamous Dave: \ don’t understand 
the concept of a double 7”. I mean, 
you can make a CD for the same 
cost and fit a hell of a lot more 
music on it. What I really don’t 
understand is a double 7” by this 
band. Their music is really boring. 
some of the intros are pretty good 
but the singer’s voice is annoying 
and the music gets too mellow too 


fast. It lacks passion. The lyrics to 
some of their songs are pretty good, 
but the song “tuffguy” and the 
recorded phone call at the end made 
me think these guys are definitely 
stupid. 
OOO 

Fuckface/Hickey split 
6 song 7” 
No Obvious Address 
Infamous Dave: | am guessing that 
these two bands must be friends or 
something because I can see no 
reason for putting them together on 
the same 7”. Not that they are not 
both good, they just have nothing in 
common. Fuckface (yeah, my 
mom loved it when she saw that 
one) are fast and spastic and chaotic 
and remind me of a less contrived 
Gravity Records band, while 
Hickey are more emo and melodic 
like a kind of souped up Dag Nasty 

QOOOOO 
Good Riddance “A Comp- 
rehensive Guide to Moderne 
Revolution” 17 song 7” 


Fat Wreck Chords 

P.O. box 460144 

San Francisco CA 94146 
Infamous Dave: Ive always 
thought good things about the 
people I have dealt with at Fat, but 


to be honest I never really liked any 
of the records they put out. Until 
now. This band is so rad, it 
reminds me of the posi-core bands 
like 7 Seconds, Vision or Dag 
Nasty that I take a lot of inspiration 
from. The music is fast and 
energetic and talented and not too 
heavy and not too poppy while the 
lyrics are really introspective and 
personal. Well, all except for the 
song “West End Memorial” which 
didn’t fit in with the rest of the 
album (it sounded like a really 
heavy Gravity Records band). A lot 
of the lyrics deal with the way 
people treat each other, especially 
familial and romantic relationships. 
Some also deal with personal loss, 
the death of a loved one. This isn’t 
as positive as something like Insted 
(you... and me.. we'll make the 
difference!) but the fact that they 
can seem so optimistic in the face 
of all the shit in this world really 
moves me. 

OQOOOOOOO 


H20 
10 Song CD 
Blackout Records 
PO Box 1575 
NYC NY 10009 
Posi-Bri: This isn’t nearly as 
macho and tough guy as I expected 
it to be. The music is fast, old-style 
hardcore with a little more melody 
in it so it sounds a bit poppy. 
Lyrics : “Where’s the shoulder that 
made me cry, you went away but I 
don't know why.” “Your foolish 
tongue has been divided, two paths 
to follow, I’m on the side of the 
truth.” 

OQOOOO 
Harvest “Incision” 
2 song 7” 
Trustkill 
23 Farm Edge Ln. 
Tinton Falls, NJ 07724 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Slow and heavy mosh. 
What they lack in musical ingenuity 
they try to make up for in 
heaviness. I think they try way too 
hard to be evil and they don’t put 
much else in their music. They 
sound a lot like Bloodlet and 
there’s even a part from their song 
“Waterfall” that sounds exactly like 
a Bloodlet riff. You be the judge. 

OOO 

Headcrash “Overdose On Trad- 
ition” 14 song CD 
Discovery Records 
Infamous Dave: This band is 
mainly industrial with a bit of a 
metal influence and some hip-hop 
thrown in. Their CD starts off 
really strongly with the intro to 
“Plugged In” but the music wimps 
out pretty soon afterward. Don’t 
get me wrong, it’s not that bad, it’s 
just that you have this great setup 
and are expecting something that 
will sound like Disrupt and 
somehow you are given something 
that seems a bit more influenced by 
Warrant. Although their music is 
not incredibly heavy it changes 
enough throughout the course of the 
album to keep you very interested - 
speeding up, slowing down, going 
from rapcore to metal, changing 
beats and styles. Either way, 
whatever the music lacks is more 
than made up for by the bands 
politically charged lyrics. A lot of 
their lyrics seem to deal with how 
horrible life is in this society where 
most people have no hope of a 
future except that of working some 
unfulfilling job for a big corporation 


- and all the things we as a society 
do to try to deal with that. They 
attack materialism, apathy, 
conformity and belligerence. I 
couldn’t quite analyze all of their 
songs as the lyrics were printed on 
colored backgrounds that made the 
words hard to read. Ah well. This 
is a great buy, especially for those 
of us who are a bit sick of hearing 
the same old shit (musically and 
lyrically) from “traditional” punk 
and hardcore bands. 

©QOOOO 
Hemlock “Valvestate” 
8 song CD 
Goldenrod Records 
3770 Tansy Street 
San Diego CA 92121 
Infamous Dave: Same old same 
old, mellow indie rock. If it was 
souped up enough it might sound 
like late-eighties DC stuff a la 
Rites of Spring or Embrace. How 
many times can I say “talented, not 
my thing, but if you like this type of 
music go pick it up?” ‘ 


Hogans Heroes “Uncle Ben” 
4 song 7” 
Resurrection Records 
P.O. Box 763 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Wow, I kind of like this. 
The music is very melodic but still 
retaining the heavy edge of the old 
school sound (don’t get me wrong 
this is NOT old school). I would 
compare the music to a mix of 
Verbal Assault, possibly Lifetime 
and some Dag Nasty. Speaking of 
which, they do a cover of Values 
Here by Dag Nasty (I don’t think it 
can out as good as the original, but 
whatever). The first song is by far 
the best one and it shows the most 
talent on the record. The rest of the 
music is OK, but I sometimes think 
that it’s not as smooth flowing as is 
could or should be. Lyrics- “When 
you let me win, I know I’m really 
losing.” “You'd love to kill me, but 
I’m taking it all.” 

OOOO 
Icarus Was Right #3 
66 sheet zine $2.00 - 
Pll Do What I Think Is Righ 
Publishing 
P.O. box 191175 
San Diego CA 92159 
Infamous Dave: A good friend of 
mine wrote me a letter and said “If 
the world would start screaming 
then I could get some sleep.” I 


tetaald asinenaitie 


don’t have the letter here, I am 
paraphrasing and may have gotten 
it wrong. It is a quote from some 
song by Ani DiFranco or Tori 
Amos or one of those other wussy 
artists that supposedly have strong 
feminist lyrics that maybe I would 
hear if their music didn’t knock me 
out cold from boredom. Anyway, 
she said the quote reminded her of 
me because she has known I should 
quit doing Retrogression for a long 
time but also knew that I never 
could because my zine is too good, 
and so many other zines are too 
bad. Most zines have band 
interviews and boring personal 
stories and mine was the only one 
that she saw as working towards 
real change. I think she may be 
right. But with Icarus Was Right I 
gladly pass the crown on, retire to 
slumber and let them educate the 
new generation. I’m not even going 
to tell you what is in this particular 
issue, all I am going to say is that if 
you like Retrogression you are 
going to love this zine. It’s thicker, 
laid out better and the writing is 
just as good. I hope it stays around 


for a long time and I wish them the 
best of luck. 
QOOOOOOOOO 
IDK 
6 song CS 
Bush League Records 
PO Box 10165 
New Brunswick NJ 08906 


Posi-Bri: This is a pretty bizarre 
release. The music sounds like a 
bunch of metal kids decided that 
they wanted to play pop-punk 
music. It’s too heavy to be pop- 
punk but too pop to be metal. In 
theory it sounds pretty good but 
teality is something completely 
different. First of all the music has 
too many metal breakdowns to be 
pop-punk and some of the chord 
progressions are pretty cheesy, 
especially the first song (why the 
hell did they even write that one?). 
Luckily when the music picks up to 
a decent tempo, it’s fairly enjoyable 
to listen to. Unfortunately these 
faster parts are too infrequent. I 
have to give credit to the innovative 
effort but I think metal and pop- 
punk should never cross paths 
again. 

©OO 


Ignite “Past Our Means” 
6 song CD 
Revelation Records 
P.O. Box 5232 
Huntington Beach, CA 92615 
Posi-Bri: Arrgg! Screaming for a 
Change! Wow, that’s all I can say. I 
love HC music, not the metal stuff, 
that HC kids play nowadays, but 
actual HC music. Aggressive fast 
and... fast! Actually, the music is a 
lot more diverse than the typical 
“old school” sounding stuff, the 
vocals are a lot more melodic and 
the music has some _ sonorous 
slower parts and stuff. Although 
what can you expect from an old 
school all-star band like this. The 
CD brings back my fond memories 
of going to HC shows and stage 
diving the night away. These guys 
bring back the old school and I 
don’t think they get enough respect 
for what they play. I’d like to see 
these guys play with Chain of 
Strength, Side By Side, 
Brotherhood and Judge, but 
unfortunately it’ll never happen. 
Lyrics- “I can only count my true 
friend on one hand.” “Don’t throw 
your blessings away.” 
QOOOOOOOO 
Ignorance Never Settles 
Cycles of Consumption 
11 song CD 
Upheaval Records 
23 Donegel Place 
Hamilton, Ontario L9A 4Z6 
CANADA 
Posi-Bri: 1 thought the beginning 
was pretty cheesy with the 
“spooky” intro, but when the music 
kicked in, it got better. The music 
is slow, heavy, moshy and metal 
(there’s a surprise) with lots of 
chugga chugga e-crunch riffs. It 
reminds me of Earth Crisis & 
Chapter, but the music on this 
release is slightly darker sounding. 
I feel bad that most of the reviews 
are the same, but unfortunately so 


are most of the bands. 

OOOO 
Judge Nothing “Riveter” 
15 song CD 
Thick Records 
Infamous Dave: Lets just say that I 
could see these guys being the local 


opening band for the Journey 
reunion. If you find the really 
mellow parts of Downbylaw songs 
too exciting, than this is the band 
for you. There was about thirty 
seconds when I thought it was 


really gonna start rocking, but I was 
sadly mistaken. 


Killing Time “Unavoidable” 
4 song CD 
Blackout Records 
P.O. Box 1575 
New York, NY 10009 
Posi-Bri: Yup, it’s Killing Time. 
The first three songs are brand new 
originals that have the same sound 
as their Brightside LP (which is 
still their best release in my 
opinion). Actually the very 
beginning “intro” to the CD is the 
exact same “intro” for the 
Brightside LP (I bet: they thought 
no-one would notice, shame on 
them). Pretty straight-forward HC 
music in the vein of early Sick of it 
All. ’'m glad that they’re back to 
their old sound because that 7” they 
put out after Brightside sucked ass. 
The last song “Manimal” is an old 
Germs cover song that doesn’t 
sound like the Germs and doesn’t 
sound like Killing Time. Lyrics- 
“You ask me why I’m so frustrated, 
you ask me why I’m feeling jaded - 
you ought to know.” 

OOOO 
Let the Prison Riot Begin 
8 band cassette compilation w/ 
Viewpoint, End of One, Red Tide, 
Ground Zero, Leela, Line of Fire, 
Switch Stance & Justify 
Posi-Bri: This tape is full of bands 
playing metal in it’s various forms 
(heavy metal, thrash metal, death 
metal, metal bunches of oats, doom 
metal, rap metal, metal metal, and 
that cheesy HC metal that utilizes 
the E string and not much else). 
Most of the bands are mediocre at 
best, but a couple of the bands 
really struck my fancy, the bands 
that put a little creativity in their 
music instead of playing the 
monotonous E-crunch cheese that 
most HC bands shit out their ass. 
Either way you look at it, if you like 
metal, get this, I’m sure there’s at 
least a couple bands on it that 
you'll dig. 

OOOO 

Lipmonger “Hook, Line and 
Sinker” 4 song 7” 
Negative Progression Records. 
Infamous Dave: Call me old 
fashioned, call me old school, call 
me just plain old. I don’t care, I 
think punk should be ABOUT 
something. This isn’t. I mean, I’m 
really happy for them that they are 


having a good time playing in a 
band, I think that comes through 
well with the energy of this 
recording. I’m glad that one of 
them found love on the side of a 
highway, but kids, this is no 
different than Eddie Money or 
Starship to me, either musically or 
lyrically. No thanks folx, I like my 
punk to be a bit more challenging. 
© 
Man Will Surrender “Five on 
The Dime” 5 Song CS 
Equal Vision Records 
Posi-Bri: Heavy distorted guitar 
sound. Semi-gruff singing vocals. 
Slow grooving and rocking beats, 
You know that grunge-core sound 
that Quicksand made so popular. 
Add a little bit of Seaweed to it and 
there you go. It’s nothing gnu but 
it’s ok. 
©OOOO 
Maximum Penalty “East Side 
Story” 5 song 7” 
Too Damn Hype Records 
P.O. Box 1520 Cooper Station 
New York, NY 10276-1520 
Infamous Dave: With a name like 
Maximum Penalty, a picture of the 
East Side on the front and some 
tattooed thugs on the back one 
might expect this to sound like 
Warzone or Biohazard. The first 
song opens up with a soundbyte of 
some revolutionary speech (I think 
it might be from Malcolm X) and 
goes into some fast heavy guitar 
riffs. That lasts about five seconds 
and the rest of the record is really 
mellow. I would guess they are 
going for that whole H20 thing, but 
it’s too slow for even that. The 
music lacks energy, drive and 
passion. The lyrics are ok, The first 
is about how people. should stop 
fighting each other and break away 
from society and the song called 
“Distressed” is about trying to 
make yourself a better person. ° I 
guess I like that better than some 
dumb tough guy stuff, but it still 
isn’t all that great. 
OOO 
Messed Up "Total Control." 
9 song 12” 
(LG. Fact) 
Infamous Dave: | often sit back and 
say to myself "for a hardcore / punk 
zine, we seem to get nothing but 
indie rock, pop-punk and _ bad 
metal.” Finally, I get to review 
something that a) fits the type of 
music that we cover and b) I really 


like. These guys are a great 
political-punk band from Japan, 
who's lyrics may be in Japanese or 
English, I can't really tell, but 
theyre written in English on the 
lyric sheet. A lot of anti- 
authoritarian and non-conformist 
messages here. The music sounds 
like Aus Rotten but a lot less 
metal. Maybe they sound a bit 
more like Code 13. They're 
obviously very angry, but they 
manage to pull off this record 
without sounding like a second-rate 
Pantera. After all this sugar- 
coated slacker-rock I've seen lately 
it’s great to hear a band that has a 
lot of energy and something to say. 
OOOO 

Milhouse 

4 song 7” 

Wreck-Age Records 

P.O. Box 263 

New York NY 10012 

Infamous Dave: See kids, you CAN 
be heavy without being slow. You 
can be well produced without being 
boring. These folx deliver some 
great aggressive music with 
screechy vocals that remind me of 
Born Against. The voice and the 
lyrics both sounds really anguished 
but when analyzed seem to say... 
nothing. Which is too bad cuz this 


is a pretty good band. 
‘ ©OOOOO 
Mindlis Thots 
4 song 7” 
Roc QuaRry Records 
P.O. Box 1651 


Tustin, CA 92681 * USA 
Posi-Bri: This release is totally 
radio-friendly, accessible pop-punk. 
The only good thing I can say about 
this 7” is that a couple of the songs 
are a little faster than most pop- 
punk shit, so this doesn’t suck as 
much as the rest of the crappy pop- 
puck shit we get. Thank you, this is 
another reason why I don’t want to 
do this stinking zine anymore. 
OOO 
Multiplex / Exit 13 split 
3 song 7” 
CLG. Fact) 
Infamous Dave: H.G. Fact has 
probably sent us more stuff to 
review than any other label ever, 
and the great thing about it is that it 
is all different. Not 100% different 
and unique, I mean it’s all 
hardcore/punk/metal, but all of his 
bands do not sound exactly the 
same, Exit 13 are fast and kind of 


heavy and screechy and use a lot of 
weird effects but don’t sound like 
artsy losers. I think the singers 
voice can curdle milk at 50 feet. 
The music makes me feel like 
someone is pushing a skewer 
through my ear and into my brain. 
Multiplex are a lot heavier and 
have some weirder parts that are 


pretty good. 
OQOOOOO 
Neglect/Cleanser split 
2 song 7” 
Exit Records 
P.O. Box 263 
New York NY 10012 


Infamous Dave: 1 looked at the- 


slick full color packaging and 
thought I was really going to hate 
this record and was_ pleasantly 
surprised when I didn’t. Both of 
these bands sound like a lot of the 
stuff off of Wreck-Age Records, a 
label who’s bands I almost always 
enjoy. It’s on the heavier side and 
really dark sounding. Neglect uses 
a bit more effects and sounds 
tighter than Cleanser (who’s 
vocalist annoys me). There was no 
lyric sheet included in this record 
so I can’t tell you exactly what they 
were singing but with a picture of a 
gun on the cover and barbed wire 
on the back I can guess what they 
were singing about. My one 
complaint about this 7” is that there 
were only two songs on it. I dug 
both of these bands and would like 
to hear more, dammit! 

OOOOO 
Neurosis 
“Through Silver and Blood” 
Jesse: | don’t think I could praise 
this album and band more. How 
about borderline genius, insane, 
beautiful? A mix of noise, tribal 
grinding punk samples and post 
drean/classical. This album is a 
blissful mind trip from extremely 
violent noise to ambient eerie 


music. Piano, Cello and even 
bagpipes are part of the 
instrumentation. I -advise you to 


attain this album at all costs. This 
is one of my favorite bands hands 
down. Lyrics are deep and thought 
provoking. 

QOOOOOOO 
New Bomb Turks “Scared 
Straight” 12 song CD 
(Epitaph Records) 
Infamous Dave: 1 was going to say 
that this is what Anti-Flag would 
sound like if Anti-Flag were good, 


but that is just to play a little joke 
on the blonde one. In truth these 
guys are pretty good I guess, 
talented for punk rock. Their first 
song was fast an energetic and I 
liked it but the album got really 
boring after that. The songs slowed 
down and all sounded the same. 
Lyrically there wasn’t much to 
interest me, a lot of 90’s slacker- 
rock stuff. There were a few good 
ones like “cultural elite sign-up- 
sheet” and “staring down the gift 
horse” but I wound honestly have 
rather had those two songs and two 
more on a 7” than had to listen to a 
whole CD of this. 


New Day Rising 

4 song double 7” 

Upheaval Records 

23 Donegal Pl. 

Hamilton, Ontario L9A 4Z6 
CANADA 

Posi-Bri: I'm really wondering why 
they have a 4 song double 7” and 
both records are 45rpm. I’m pretty 
sure they  could’ve _— saved 
themselves a lot of money and just 
did one record at 33rpm and have 
plenty of room to put all 4 songs on 
it. Anyway, I thought the intro with 
the acoustic guitar part was that 
Skid Row ballad about the kid who 
shot and killed his friend. Seriously 
though, this has enough emo to it to 
choke a horse. It’s got tlie mellow 
acoustic parts with soft spoken 
word harmonic singing and it’s got 
the heavy noisy guitars with lots of 
screaming screechy vocals (maybe 
Ashes meets Struggle). Actually it 
doesn’t sound that bad, which is 
pretty weird. I can appreciate any 
sort of a change after listening to 
metal and pop-punk for the past 
week straight. 


; OOOO 
Nine - To the Bottom 
4 song CD 
No Looking Back Records 
Gasvrksgatan 22 


46234 Vanersborg * SWEDEN 
Infamous Dave: 1 had heard this 
band before and for some reason I 
thought they were a lot more “old 
school” like their buddies Outlast. 
If they were, then they have 
changed. Metal mosh stuff with 
boring lyrics. If you’ve bought any 
hardcore record that came out this 
year don’t bother to pick this up, 
because you already know what it 
sounds like. 

OOOO 


Nobodys "Short Songs For Short 
Attention Spans" 21 song CD. 
Hopeless Records, 

P.O. Box 7495, 

Van Nuys CA 91409-7495 
Infamous Dave: Funny, I got into 
punk to get away from competely 
vaccuous bands like Motley Crue 
and Poison, but this bands proud- 
to-be-apathetic attitude and insipid 
lyrics about how all girls should be 
more like porn star Taylor Wayne 
(and I quote, "nice lips and big tits, 
she's perfect in every way, girls like 
her make me glad that [’m not 
gay.") make them little more than a 
"bad boys of rocknroll" for whiny 
Generation Xers. The bad cartoon 
drawing of a scantily clad ninties- 
girl will probably help them shift a 
lot of units, but if this is what punk 
has become, I definitely need to 
switch to a new genre of music. 


One Nation Under “Unpop Punk 
for Unpop People” 15 song CS 
Home Aid Productions 
2706 Pioneer Ave 
Pittsburgh PA 15226 
Posi-Bri: 1 really can’t describe it 
better than the title. It really is 
unpop punk for unpop people. Not 
heavy enough to be crust (although 
it comes close). The music for the 
most part is fast angry and 
energetic (similar to The Exploited 
but with a different vocal style) 
with a few changes and riffs that 
remind me of early Bad Religion 
(circa how could hell...) I really dig 
the driving enthusiasm that this 
tape exudes. No lyric sheet. 
OQOOOO 
Outstand “White Cane” 
6 song CD 
No Looking Back Records 
Posi-Bri: Fugazi? Umm yeah, I 
think so. With a couple exceptions. 
A little more mellow, a little more 
dissonant, and a little more 
straightforward and rocking. Lyrics 
: “the ground is breaking down 
every time I take a step.” “A heavy 
weight on my chest is choking me” 


OOOO 
‘Overcast / Arise 
2 song split 7” 
Moo Cow Records 


Posi-Bri: Overcast is one of the 
best and most talented “evil-core” 
bands that I’ve ever heard. Their 
music is so brutal and technical, 
with slow and insidious riffs into 
the fast and devastating changes. 
There’s no limit to how slow, 


moshy, or fast that they can play. 
Incredible song. The Arise side is a 
different kind of music all together, 
not as evil or heavy (or nearly as 
good). A lot more chaotic and 
spastic, but it seemed to lack the 
energy that they used to have. 
Unfortunately, the Arise song isn’t 
produced very well so it gets a little 
muddy sometimes. 


OOOOO 
Overlap 
3 song 7" 
Suburban Home Records 
2695 Colorado Ave 
Boulder, CO 80302 ‘ 
Infamous Dave: The music is 
typical radio-friendly pop punk that 
sounds just like every other fucking 


thing out there, has nothing to say 
but will probably help some asshole 
shift some units. At the end they 
include what they call “the funniest 
prank call since The Jerky Boys” 
where some guy threatens someone 
and calls them “faggot” and his 
wife “whore” and “bitch.” Yeah, 
punk is all about being a sexist, 
homophobic moron. It’s assholes 
like this that make me glad I am not 
doing this zine anymore, so I won’t 
get this sort of lame shit in the 
mail. 


The Path of Resistance “Who 
Dares... Wins” 

10 song cassette 

(Victory Records) 

Posi-Bri: I have a little problem 
with this. Maybe it’s because of the 
photo on the cover of about 20 kids 
dressed up in their SxE gangsta 
apparel trying to look like a bunch 
of tuffies. Maybe it’s because every 
song is about SxE, which doesn’t 
make it bad, but all the lyrics are so 
arrogant, self-righteous and 
intolerant that it really bugs me. It’s 
weird in a way, because I used to be 
that way when I was 16, but as I 
grew older, I grew up and grew 
more tolerant. I’ve been SxE for my 
entire 23 year life (so far) and it 
seems that the ones who scream 
SxE the loudest are the ones who 
“sell out”. The music is overall 
pretty good, although it can get a 
little played out in certain parts 
(especially towards the end of the 
tape). It’s got that metal hardcore 
sound that’s so popular, but it’s 
better because of all the fast 
changes (I hate constantly slow 
music with no tempo changes). If 


you took certain aspects of 
Integrity, Judge and Hatebreed, 
you'll get this. Vocally, it’s really 
interesting because they have 3 
people taking turns screaming into 
the microphone. All 3 of them have 
the same type of harsh guttural 
vocal style, but you can still 
distinguish the 3 different voices. 
One thing that bothers me is the 
fact that all 3 of them don’t sing 
together (maybe once or twice). 
What the fuck, they got 3 singers, 
they might as well all sing at the 
same time more often, then they’d 
know what powerful vocals sound 
like. I’m sure all the 14 year old 
SxE warriors will eat this up like 
soy cheese (no pun intended). 
Lyrics= (not worth mentioning). 
QOOOOO 
Peaceful Non-Existence “Crisis in 
Democracy” 4 song 7” 
Cohesive Force Records 
P.O. box 8332 
Rocky MT, NC 27804 
Infamous Dave: Does anyone aside 
from me miss hardcore? Miss 
lyrics that were simple and direct 
and not about the pain that is 
etched in my heart by the hourglass 
of your minds eye and my 
conviction of soul that is bound by 
life to the animals and blah blah 
blah blah blah. Does anyone miss 
music that was fast and somewhat 
aggressive and really fun to listen 
to? Does anyone miss “GO!” 
pictures on a 7” instead of a picture 
of some 16th century woodcut of 
the devil? Well if you miss all of 
those things then get this fucking 
record. It’s great angry Youth 
Crew, musically and lyrically it is 
a cross between Infest, No For An 
Answer and Point Blank. Ok, 
lyrically it is a lot better than Point 
Blank. Anyway, this is a great 
fucking seven inch so if there are 


any left go buy it! 

OOOOOOOO 
Phantom Surfers - The Great 
Surf Crash of ‘97 
Lookout Records 
P.O. Box 11374 
Berkeley CA 94712 USA 


Infamous Dave: Sometimes I get 
sick of being a serious political 
activist all the time. Believe it or 
not, it’s true. Sometimes when I 
put on a record I don’t want to be 
hit over the head with a message 
about the oppressive government, I 
just want to be entertained. Not 


inspired, not preached to, not 
anything. At times like this a band 
like The Phantom Surfers is great. 
As you can probably tell by their 
name they play surf music, mostly 
instrumental. Just by looking at the 
CD you can tell they are really 
goofy. The cover is a Mad 
Magazine-esque drawing, the back 
cover is a fake news report about 
them. The songs they play are silly, 
including a surf rendition of “The 
Cat Came Back” which I used to 
have to sing at Boy Scout camp. 
This is the type of music to listen to 
when you’re in a really bad mood 
because if it can’t make you smile, 
nothing can. 

OOOOO 
Promise Ring / Texas is the 
Reason 2 song split 7” 
Jade Tree Records 
2310 Kennwynn Rd. 
Wilmington, DE 19810 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Promise Ring has a 
noisy, alternative, college indy pop 
rock sound with mellow singing 
vocals. TITR has a mellower, not- 
so-noisy, alternative college indy 
pop rock sound with mellow 
singing vocals. Both bands are 
pretty mellow and a nicé change of 
pace after listening to shit all day. 
It’s not really my style, but it’s 
good. 


OOOOOOO 
Promise Ring “30 degrees Every- 
where” 12 song CD 
Jade Tree Records 
Posi-Bri: Hmmm. Not very good. I 
liked the split 7” better, because 
there was only 2 songs from these 
guys on it. The music is still the 
semi-noisy, alternative college indy 
pop-rock stuff with lots of melody 
and hooks, but the vocals are so god 
damned awful it make the CD 
intolerable to listen to. Please fella, 
take some fucking singing lessons if 
you actually want to try to sing. 
Lyrics- “I sleep quite violently, 
waking warm with thunder.” “Built 
like houses in the seventies, born to 
self-destruct in messages.” 

© 

Propagandhi "Less Talk More 
Rock" 12 song CD 
(Fat Wreck Chords) 
Infamous Dave: In an age where 
most popular music - including the 
"power pop" of labels like Epitaph 
and Fat - does nothing but brag 
about being an apathetic slacker, 
Propaghandi is truly a godsend. 


They combine the political message 
of bands like Los Crudos and Aus 
Rotten with the accessibility of 
bands like The Offspring. The 
fact that you can hear and 
understand their lyrics helps a lot 
for kids to figure out what there 
message is, and they also include 
several rants in their CD lyric 
sheet. Sure, they may come off as a 
little simplistic to this jaded 
political writer, and as Pat Thetic 
said, their politics are cookie cutter 
leftism, but hell, think of this.. most 
of the people buying this are 
probably completely unfamiliar 
with these issues, or anything 
outside of Beavis and Butthead for 
that matter. A record like this, with 
fun poppy music (although one song 
gets so fast and aggressive it sounds 
like old Youth Crew stuff a la 
Insted!) and a hard hitting political 
message, is just what we need to 
begin waking the kids of the world 
up. 

QOOOOO 
Pry 
4 song CD 
Temperance Records 
P.O. Box 685 
Northfield NJ 08225 
Infamous Dave: Another former - 
members - of - good - hardcore - 
bands - form - a - shitty - 
alternative - rock - band - that - 
puts - me - to -sleep project. Yawn. 


Quintaine Americana - Needles 
10 song CD 

Cherry Disc Records 

P.O. Box 990424 

Boston MA 02199 

Infamous Dave: The music on this 
disk is too slow to be interesting, 
somewhat heavy but not really 
moshy. There were no lyrics. The 
first song or two was ok but it 
doesn’t change enough to make me 
want to listen to the whole thing. 


Rage Against The Machine 

"Evil Empire" ; 

2 song 7” 

Epic Records 

Infamous Dave: This is not the 
same as their CD, I guess it's a 
single or something. Weird thing 
is, it isn't a single of any song off of 
their "Evil Empire" CD. On one 
side they have a live version of 
"Bombtrack" off their self-titled 
1992 LP on Epic. It's a great song, 
but it sounds COMPLETELY 


different than the studio version. 
Where the studio version is raw and 
menacing, this is more slow and 
grooving.’ On the B-side is a cover 
of "Fuck Tha Police" which stays 
pretty true to the original. They 
played it at a benefit show for 
Mumia Abu Jamal and dedicated it 
to the Fraternal Order Of Police in 
Philadelphia, which I think is pretty 
cool (if you do not understand that 
reference start reading Profane 
Existence). 1 don't even know if 
this is for sale or not, but I did get it 
in my mail, so I'm reviewing it. 


OOOO 
Rage Against The Machine 
“Evil Empire" 
11 Song CD 
Epic Records. 


Infamous Dave: Rage are back 
with their own unique form of 
punk, hardcore, hip-hop and funk 
influenced music. The first track 
on this CD, "People Of The Sun," - 
a song paying homage to singer Zac 
de la Rocha's Chicano heritage - is 
so intensely powerful and full of 
raw energy that it manages to 
eclipse the rest of the material on 
this disc. In fact, somewhere 
around track five or so I keep 
finding myself zoning out and not 
concentrating on the music again 
until the last song, "Year Of Tha 
Boomerang." I think maybe this 
has something to do with the 
repetivness of each of their songs, 
which tends to make the energy 
level drop, especially when they get 
into the slow brooding stuff. The 
lyrics are as political, if not more 
so, than their last album. However, 
I think most of their references will 
be too obscure as to be appreciated 
by the majority of their audience. 
For example, when they say "I 
spent the eighties in a Haiti state of 
mind," it sounds good rhythmically, 
but what the hell does it mean? My 
only guess is that it is a reference to 
the slave rebellion in Haiti about 
two hundred years ago, but how 
many people will know that? I like 
this band a lot, I hope this time 
more people take their message to 
heart, instead of just standing in a 
nightclub with all their drunken 
friends shouting "fuck you, I won't 
do what you tell me." 
OOOOOO® 


Rash Of Beatings 
11 song 7” 
Sensual Underground Ministries 
Infamous Dave: Brian and I love to 
get shit like this to review, because 
it is the type of stuff we both really 
like and unfortunately find is very 
rare these days. Music that is 
aggressive, heavy and fast. Usually 
stuff can be fast but is poppy, can 
be heavy but is slow and boring. 
This defies all of that. It’s brutal as 
hell, although I found the picture on 
the inside cover of someone with 
their legs chopped of to be fairly 
tasteless. I mean, I just do not see 
how gawking at someone else’s 
pain and misfortune is punk. Some 
of the lyrics are typical death metal 
stuff about nothing but sounding 
tough and destructive, others seem 
somewhat political, like the song 
“glutton” about the greed of 
corporations or “pig raped citizens” 
about police brutality. This isn’t 
exactly a family-oriented album and 
is not for the weak of heart, but I 
can tell that it will make it’s way 
back to my turntable over and over 
and over again. 

OQOOOOO 
Rational Inquirer 
56 sheet zine 
2050 W 56 St. STE 32-221 
Hialeah FL 33016 
Infamous Dave: When I first started 
reading this zine I thought it really 
sucked. Then I realized it’s what I 
call the “Ferris Bueller” effect. 
See, Brian had gone on and on 
about what a great zine this was 
before I got to read it, how it was 
really intelligent and well written. 
Therefore I expected greatness. I 
expected a mix of Profane 
Existence and Science or something 
like that. What I got was another 
MRR clone. It’s not too badly 
written, just like Ferris Bueller's 
Day Off was not a bad movie, but 
neither of them fulfilled the high 
expectations I had been given. This 
zine is comprised of -about 80% 
interviews, none of which I read. It 
was nice to see some different 
names after reviewing a bunch of 
sXe music zines. Here we have 
Peter & The Test Tube Babies (I 
didn’t even know they were still 
around) Sepultura, Citizen Fish, 
Grinch, Propaghandi, Mindwar, 
Less Than Jake, Into the Abyss, 
Christian Death, Headcleaner, 
Mr. T Experience and filmmaker 


Evan Jacobs. The columns were 
ok, not too great, just ok. Lots of 
arguing about what punk was / is / 
will (or should) be. At the end 
there were zine and record reviews. 
To be honest, although I am glad 
there are zines coming up to 
challenge MRR’s hegemony over 
the punk scene, this trade mag 
thing is really beginning to bore the 
shit out of me. 


OOOO 
Red Aunts “Saltbox” 
14 song CD 
(Epitaph Records) 
Infamous Dave: Hmm, their sound 
hasn’t changed much from 
whatever other CD they had out on 


Epitaph a year or so ago. That 
makes it sort of hard to review 
because I don’t want to say the 
same thing twice, you know? 
They’re really really basic stripped 
down rocknroll. I guess you could 
call them punk. They seem to have 
a bit of a rockabilly influence or 
something, I can’t put my finger on 
it. They use this weird twanging 
guitar that makes them sound like 
they belong on the soundtrack for a 
Tarintino movie. There are no lyric 
sheets in the CD which I sort of 
sad. Actually it is kind of amusing 
because I am sure some people will 
tefer to this as a “riot grrrl” band 
just because it is all female without 
knowing what the hell they sing 
about. The most interesting song 
on the CD is the last one because 
it’s pretty tight and incorporates 
piano and steel guitar. It sounds 
like a surf-rock love ballad or 
something, but the groove is real 
nice. ; 

OOOO 
Refuge Fanzine #6 
8 sheet zine 
123 Rice Street : 
Trucksville PA 18708 
Infamous_Dave: 1 was_ teally 
impressed by this zine, especially 
when I learned that it was done by a 
kid who was still in high school. 
It’s pretty short, but the writing and 
the layout are very well done. The 
lion’s share of the zine is a “poll” 
he took of straightedge scenesters 
on how they feel about Capital 
Punishment. The number of 
uninformed tough guy responses 
sort of made me glad that hardcore 
isn’t a huge part of my life 
anymore. He’s also got an 
interview with a band called Burial 


Ground and a short piece on drug 
legalization. The rest seems to be 
miscellaneous one paragraph 
thoughts. I would like to debate 
with him his belief that he should 
register as a Democrat because the 
conservative Republicans are pro- 
censorship. While this is often true 
he must remember that it was a 
liberal democrat’s wife (Tipper 
Gore) who started the P.M.R.C. in 
the 80s and a Democratic senator 
(Exon) who authored the 
Communications Decency Act. Id 
also question his referring to New 
Age records and Victory records as 
‘major labels’. A Major is not any 
label that makes money, it’s 
specifically record labels that are 
owned by larger corporations. LE. 
Sony, Virgin, Warner Bros and all 
of their subsidiaries (Discovery, 
Matador, etc. etc. etc.). I also get 
sort of annoyed at his use of the 
forced justification feature of his 
publishing software. But aside 
from those minor points this is a 
great zine. Ed has a lot of heart and 
a really positive attitude. He 
manages to find the best in a lot of 
situations and is very optimistic 
about punk and hardcore. Instead 
of pulling some tough guy elitist 
vegan straightedge warrior crap he 
advocates making he world better 
and being tolerant towards others. 


He is obviously very into 
straightedge hardcore: _— but 
acknowledges that it is just one part 


of a larger punk community and 
appreciates other’s contributions to 
that same community. I think this 
zine has a lot of potential and could 
go far if he would make it bigger 
and a bit more in depth. The one 
thing that really bothered me 
though is that it is only 16 pages 
and he asks for 35 cents plus 
postage wholesale for it. That’s 
just wrong. 

QOOOOOO 
Refused “Songs to Fan the 
Flames of Discontent” 
12 song cassette 
(Victory Records) 
Posi-Bri: | remember a time not too 
long ago where there was still a 
slight difference between hardcore 
and metal. These guys have bridged 
that musical gap. It’s not the 
Pantera rip-off boring e-crunch 
sound that most “metallic HC 
bands” (sorry, that should be cheesy 
metal wanna-be bands) have, it’s so 
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- much more intense, diverse and 


technical. I think I’ve finally 
figured out that metal bands exist 
because the musicians are too good 
to play anything else. There are 
very few drummers in HC that 
could play anything off of this 
(although I’m starting to think that 
some drum parts are double 
tracked). I can hear parts that 
remind me slightly of 108 and 
possibly Snapcase, but this is 
better (in certain ways). Either way 
you look at it, it’s good...., real 
good. If you’re a kid that gets a 
boner, or gets moist between the 
legs (I wouldn’t want to be sexist 
now, would I?) listening to heavy 
metal, get this. Lyrics= “And [ll 
survive with self-respect intact.” 
“My silence will convict me.” 
QOOOOOO 
Sad Entheus “Mournful Beauty” 
8 Hameginim St. 
46686 Herzetis 
Isreal 
Jesse: Gothic/death music with 
death/gothic vocals and sung female 
vocals in addition. However, the 
main focus seems to be on 
instrumentation which they do most 
beautifully. Lyrics are fantasylike, 
singing about castles, dragons etc 
(Huzzah!). In the vein of my dying 
bride but a little less depressing. 
An excellent show of musicianship. 


OOOO 
Schtuff #5. 
20 sheet zine $2.00 
7110 Westminster St., 
Powell River B.C. 
Canada V8A 1C6. 


Infamous Dave: | think I'm getting 
sick of zines. At first it was the 
badly produced, slapped together in 
5 minutes type of zines that got on 
my nerves, then it was the 
Tepetition of Riot Grrl or sXe 


‘propaganda or personal stories [| 


couldn’t give half a corn-shit about. 
Now it seems like all zines bore the 
hell out of me unless they are really 
intelligent, well researched and 
original. I think I should give up 
and just start reading academic 
journals again. Anyway, on to this 
specific zine review. It's kinda an 
MRR type of zine, except done by 
one guy. Most of it is reviews and 
band interviews, which I never read 
in any zine, I just skim through to 
see if they are interesting, and they 
aren't. Funny, he has a bit in the 
beginning that complains about 


how reviews of his zine usually just 
list the contents and are really 
general - but he does that in his 
zine reviews too (well, he has two 
sections of reviews, the "normal" 
ones, about 1 or 2 pages, then a 
bunch he calls "the lazy critic," 
which are the three sentence 
reviews). His overuse of computer 
shit and weird fonts bugs the hell 
out of me, just as it bugs me when 
Brian does that with Retrogression. 
He only had one piece of writing he 
did himself in here and that was in 
one of — those annoying 
"handwriting" fonts (I believe it to 
be "child's play") that hurts the eyes 
when you're trying to read it. I 
looked at the first couple of 
sentences and it sounded too much 
like bad Gen X spoken word so I 
skipped that too. His tour diary and 
"gig diary" were both full of 
nothing. He did do one thing I like, 
which was interview someone who 
is not in a band. It was the 
producer of some big zine called 
Scrape, and the guy also wrote a bit 
on how to start your own zine. I 
dunno, I know Jason's heart is in 
the right place, but no matter how 
much more professional it is than a 
lot of the crap out there, I just can't 
bring myself to like this zine. 
©© 

Second Guess #13. 
19 sheets $3.00. 
P.O. Box 9382, 
Reno NV 89507. 
Infamous Dave: \t shouldn’t come 
as any great surprise to people that 
I really like Second Guess. | think 
both Bob Conrad and myself are in 
an extreme minority of zine editors 
who truly put a lot of time and 
effort into what we do, actually 
have something to say and say it 
both articulately and honestly. A 
lot of people get pissed off at Bob 
for being arrogant, but damn well 
he should be. He puts out a quality 
publication and should be proud of 
it. Much of this issue focused on 
work and employment, with other 
rants on punk as a political forum 
and the Oklahoma city bombing. 
There was also a tour diary of 
Zoinks and Mandingo on the road 
that even Bob's writing style could 
not salvage from being just as 
boring as every other tour diary. 
Ah well. 

OOOOOOOOO 


Second Nature #4 
36 sheets $2.00 
P.O. Box 11543 
Kansas City MO 64183 
Infamous Dave: This offset print 
zine has a ton of ads and a great 
layout so straightedge kids will 
probably buy it up by the truckload. 
They'll find that the layout is very 
well done, using some great 
techniques but avoiding the 
syndrome that most sxe zines fall 
into of doing something just 
because they can (i.e. putting 
everything in a different font or 
making the text go in odd patterns). 
Unfortunately, they'll find that it 
has no substance. Sure, it’s got 
interviews with 2 Line Filler, 
Despair, Damnation AD., 
Enkindel and skateboarder Matt 
Hensley but no ideas, no thoughts, 
no nothing. The interviews don’t 
even ask interesting or challenging 
questions, they simply cheerlead 
the straightedge scene. So like I 
said, straightedge kids will buy this 
up in truckloads... 

OOOO 
Serpent Speech #2. 
9 sheet zine 
19 Rowland Ave, 
Wollongong NSW 2500 
Australia 
Infamous Dave: This is a small 
death metal zine consisting entirely 
of interviews with Cruciform, 
Meridan, Psychrist, Channel 
Zero, Manticore, Demoniac, 
Cannibal Copse, My Dying Bride, 
Human, Abramelin, Toe to Toe, 
Flycop, Fracture, Headstone, 
Misery, Headbutt, Downtime and 
Beanflipper. The production is 
pretty bad, especially the photo 
quality. She also tried waaay to 
hard to make it look good by using 
a bunch of different fonts. Kids, 
here's a layout tip, if there are more 
than two or three fonts on a page it 
looks really busy. In addition a lot 
of the fonts she used were 
unreadable. If she had blown up 
the point size a notch or two and 
dropped down the space between 
the columns to 0.1 inches than it 
may have looked better. I 
appreciate that this is a DIY effort 
and I really appreciate the fact that 
she sent me this from Australia to 
review, but I honestly can't 
recommend this to anyone. 


Shift “Space Suit” 

10 song CD 

Equal Vision 

Posi-Bri: This has the same sound 
to it as Quicksand. You know that 
grungy, discordant post-hardcore 
sound with lots of soul and groove 
to it. Even though the guitars are 
pretty distorted it has a really 
mellow mood to the music. The 
music is real good and has lots of 
talent and Allison likes it too. 
Lyrics: “Can’t break the silence, 
deaf ears close their eyes to the 


tears.” “Whisper in your ear as 
loud as I can.” 

OOOOOOO 
Slut#5 
23 sheet zine 
L. Narvaja 
155 W 60th St. #5L1 


New York NY 10023 
Infamous Dave: Ok kids, here’s a 
little layout tip. Just because you 
have 87 different fonts on your 
computer doesn’t mean you have to 
use EVERY SINGLE ONE OF 
THEM in your zine. I can tell this 
is a straightedge zine by the photos 
and ads, but due to the weird fonts, 
faded copying, non-contrasting 
backgrounds and _ disorganized 
layout I couldn’t read most of it. 
On the upside, her reader’s poll 
showed Retrogression as “Most 
Recommended Zine”. As 
encouraging as that is I’m still 
quitting and I place all the blame on 
you, the reader. 

© 
Snap Judgment “If integral, 
essential (unnecessary)” 9 song CD 
Cellar Records 
116 North Peoria Ave. 
Dixon, IL 61021 * USA 
Posi-Bri: Hmmm. The music here 
is a very vicious, powerful and 
chaotic blend of hardcore and 
metal. They have a technique of 
playing heavy, hard-hitting riffs that 
change right into  mellower 
harmonic filled transitions then 
they change back. Some songs are 
a lot more interesting than others 
and there are certain parts that 
remind me a little of Deadguy, then 
there are parts that remind me of 
Coroner, so I guess the music is 
pretty diverse. As much as I like the 
music there isn’t much more I can 
say about it. Most of the lyrics 
don’t make any sense to me. Lyrics- 
“On my side, thought I knew. ’'m 
as commercial as your set.” “Forced 


- down your drifting charm, putting 
down your heart.” 

OOOOOO 
SERVOTRON 
4 song 7” 
Goldenrod Records 
3770 Tansy Street 
San Diego CA 92121 
Infamous Dave: To be honest I 
haven’t really liked anything I have 
heard off of Goldenrod, and when I 
got another package from them I 
groaned. However, when I listened 
to this 7” I just sat there giggling 
my head off like a madman and 
playing it over and over again. 
These guys are completely silly and 
sound a lot like Devo or Hayzee 
Phantasee. It’s 80’s new-wave 
pop type of music. Sure it’s 
mindless crap but I need to be 
mindless every once in a while. I 
think they do a decent job of 
capturing the spirit of that shallow, 
materialistic robot and computer 


obsessed time period. 

: QOOOO 
Sinkhole "Core Sample" 

12 song CD 

Ringing Ear Records 


Infamous Dave: Shoegazer, Power- 
Pop, Pop-Punk, Indie, call it what 
you will, all of this shit sounds 
exactly the same to me. Doc 
Hopper might as well be John 
Cougar Concentration Camp or 
Power Trip to my untrained ear. 
But while I can't exactly put my 
finger on what is different between 
this CD and others of the same 
style, for some reason I dig this. 
I'm not saying I'd book them to play 
my Barmitzvah or anything, but I 
thought it was pretty damned good. 
The lyric sheet was printed in this 
annoying handwriting or 
handwriting-like computer font that 


hurt my eyes, so I can't really tell a- 


. lot of what they were singing about, 
but it seems to be on the personal / 
’ introspective / motivational side of 
things, as opposed to the hardcore 
politics or typical pop teen apathy. 
Example "The only real world's on 
T.V. where self-center jerks play 
shallow phonies. Isn’t too hard to 
see through it . If you want to live 
than do it!" Now who could 
disagree with that? 
OOOO 


Slug & Lettuce #44 

16 sheet zine 

free (send two stamps) 

P.O. Box 2067 | 

Peter Stuy Station 

NY, NY 10009 

Infamous Dave: I’ve only seen Slug 
& Lettuce a couple of times but 
each time I’ve really really enjoyed 
it. It’s a free bimonthly punk 
newspaper / zine. The writing is 
more real than most of the other big 
punk / hardcore zines like MRR, 
Punk Planet or HeartasuCk. 
Unfortunately there was not a 
whole lot of it. Christine’s writing 
is great and there were a few other 
short pieces, a lot about not taking 
life or people for granted. Two 
really good articles were on using / 
making cloth menstrual pads and 
another on how to live with a 
minimal environmental impact. 
The rest of the zine was filled with 
book, zine and record reviews. 
This is a great zine and‘I would 
much rather see people support it 
than an old bloated dinosaur like 
MRR. 


OOOOOOOOOO 
Spazz/Toast split 
7 song 7” 
(LG. Fact) 


Infamous Dave: Ok, let me just put 


it this way, if the members of 


Assuck, Code 13, Drop Dead and 
Los Crudos all sat in a room 
together and listened to this seven 
inch they would probably just start 
to cry and quit all of their bands to 
become Toast groupies. Yup, it’s 
that good. 

QOOOOOO 
Stampin’ Ground “starved” 
3 song 7” 
too Damn Hype 
P.O. Box 1520 
Cooper Station 
New York NY 10276-1520 
Infamous Dave. It’s called 
Stampin’ Ground and it’s got a 
picture of a vicious dog on the 
cover. Luckily it was not nearly as 
bad as I thought it would be. 
Instead of tough guy gansta stuff I 
got slightly (emphasis on slightly) 
metallic hardcore with a few dark 
overtones but still pretty rad. 
Songs about animal rights and 
individuality. Not too shabby. 

OOOOO 


Splurge/Stripped Basstards split 
7” Traffic Violation Records 

121 Old Post Road 

Port Jefferson NY 11777 
Infamous Dave: While the music on 
this seven inch was proficient and 
not too boring, something about this 
whole project felt wrong. Probably 
because Stripped Basstards seem 
to lack originality. The cover of 
their 7” is stolen from a Black Flag 
LP or a Rollins book, I can’t 
remember which. Their singer has 
a fake “punk” British accent even 
though he is from New York. Why 
are they trying to emulate bands 
decades dead? The other band, 
Splurge remind me of The 
Descendents. Both of these bands 
are kind of fun to listen to, but I 
wouldn’t go out of my way to see 


them or buy this record. 
©© 
XSUBSISTX #1 
17 sheet zine 
513 Silvergate 
Lake Mary FL 32746 
Infamous Dave: Hmm, this one is 
pretty easy to Teview.. 


unfortunately. See, if it had lots of 
interesting or thought provoking 
content I could fill up a page telling 
you what he said that I agreed with 
or disagreed with. Unfortunately 
this zine falls into the same trap as 
95% of the other straightedge zines 
out there. It doesn’t say a fucking 
thing. Interviews, ads, pictures and 
reviews. I never read interviews 
unless I am friends with the band or 
a quick scan shows some really 
interesting questions. This one 
didn’t. 
looking at a bunch of ads or photos 
especially. when they are poorly 
photocopied. The one opinion 
piece in here was badly written 
intolerant straightedge _— drivel. 
Something about how he hates the 
kids from his high school that like 
to party and he saw them recently 
and they are losers. His holier- 
than-thou attitude comes off as 
little more than sour grapes. When 
I read zines this bad it makes me 
feel guilty about quitting Retro. 

©© 
Swampfoot. | 
5 song demo. 
1570 Tarmac, 
Denver CO 80220 
Infamous Dave: 1 got this demo 
from these guys when they played 
here in Pittsburgh last week, and I 


I’m not really too into. 


have to say... I like them a LOT 
better live. Maybe this is just a bad 
recording, or it's an old demo and 
they have gotten better, I dunno. 
Theyre pretty fast and fun 
sounding, although they have 10 
times the amount of energy live as 
they do on this demo. I guess their 
music could be considered just 
basic punk-rock, with lots of hooks 
and simplistic riffs. 
OOO 
Tetsu-Arrey 
2 song 7” 
(E.G. Fact) 
Infamous Dave: The cover of this 
seven inch has the word “force” in 
huge letters. But strangely enough, 
that is not the name of the band. 
The name of the band is Tetsu- 
Arrey. I wonder if that is Japanese 
for “Retrogression sucks”? 
Musically they sound like Motor- 
head with more impassioned 
vocals. I kept expecting to hear 
“The Ace Of Spades.” All their 
lyrics are in Japanese, which I can 
not read. 
OOOO 
Thenceforward “From Within” 
4 song 7” 
Phyte Records 
P.O. Box 14228 
Santa Barbara CA 93107 
Infamous Dave: Damn is this 
record good! Musically it: is 
talented heavy somewhat melodic 
hardcore that is obviously very 
influenced by the old Youth Crew 
style. It manages to combine the 
speed and aggression of old-style 
hardcore with lyrics and changes 
associated with newer stuff. I think 
it is the perfect blend of each and 
would recommend that any fans of 
hardcore punk check this out. 
OOOOOOOO 
Thenceforward “Winner” 
4 song 7” 
Phyte Records 
Infamous Dave: | don’t know if this 
was recorded before or after “from 
within” and am too lazy to check, 
but it definitely sounds different. 
They seem a lot more into the “new 
school” thing here. I’m not going 
to say they sound like a typical 
1996 hardcore band because they 
don’t. They’re still ~~ very 
interesting, they just have less of a 
youth-crew influence on this album 
than on the other. Their lyrics are 
still a combination of personal / 
introspective and political lyrics. I 


en ee ee 


are ret 


dig these guys a lot. Some of the 
parts on this record are really 
talented and better than stuff on 
“from within” while some of it is a 
little boring, but overall this is a 
great 7”. 

OQOOOOOO 
They Are Watching You 


_ 4 sheets FREE (send a stamp). 


Peter Chien Jr, 
1964 17th Ave, 
S.F. CA 94116 
Infamous Dave: | don't normally 
review zines this small, because 
usually all they are is a band 
interview, two or three reviews and 
a really bad layout. Well, this is 
different, this is GOOD. It's 
basically a booklet on how to avoid 
legal drug addiction by 
deconstructing their 
advertisements. It's really funny, if 
a bit naive, simplistic and paranoid 
in some places. Even so, it 
definitely gives people something to 
think about, and inspires one to 
reexamine what many of us take for 
granted, and I'm all for that 
QOOOOO 
This Side Up / White Frogs split. 
5 song 7”. 
Alarma Records 
2230 West Belmont Street Apt #3F 
Chicago IL 60618 
Infamous Dave: When you’ve been 
involved in punk as long as I have 
been, and as deeply as I have, you 
start to get really jaded. Every 


_ band sounds the same and all the 


same promises of smashing the 
state or being true till death get 
Tepeated but never accomplished. 
Then every once in a _ while 
something comes along to remind 
you why you got involved in this 
culture in the first place. These 
two bands play great hardcore 
music. That’s right, hardcore. Not 
metal. Not indie-rock. Not 
alternative. Fast hardcore music 
that is filled with energy and 
excitement and feeling. They have 
a lot of talent but they don’t get 
wanky on you - in a way their music 
reminds me a lot of Dag Nasty or 
late eighties Bad Religion. In fact, 
one of the bands covers “You Are 
the Government.” Don’t let that 
fool you though, they are totally 
committed to punk culture and the 
d-i-y ethic. They pretty much put 
this 7” out themselves and it’s 
obvious they care more about the 
music and the message than slick 
packaging or endorsement deals 


from Vans. Both of these bands are 
SO positive and optimistic that it’s 


just contagious. I would 

recommend this record to anybody. 
QOOOOO 

Tripface “This Foundation” 

4 song 7” 

Exit Records 

P.O. Box 263 


New York, NY 10012 
Infamous Dave: 1 can’t wait until 
this zine is over so I won’t have to 
review shit like this anymore. This 
band is musically slightly less 
heavy and lyrically slightly more 
self-obsessed than most metal 
“hardcore” bands but are still just 
as boring. 
©© 

Turmoil “From Bleeding Hands” 
10 song CD 
Century Media 
Posi-Bri: This CD slaps you in the 
face right from the start with a 
unmerciful dissonant sound and a 
ferocious intensity I haven’t heard 
in a long time. The music is very 
talented, well thought out, brutal, 
and I’1l even. say ingenious with it’s 
often spooky sounding blend of 
metal and thrash. It has a restless 
and chaotic feel to the music 
because the drummer plays these 
fast and hectic beats that seem to 
throw the music off-time, but they 
play the music to a_ perfection 
seldom seen in the HC populous 
(now I know why they’re on a 
major label). I wish these guys lots 
of luck, because I was blown away 
with this release and any band that 
can do that deserves to have the 
best the world has to offer. If 
anyone is looking for just one more 
CD to buy for the rest of their life, 
this is the one! Lyrics- “Show them 
only what you want them to see.” 
“Where is the pleasure you find in 
another’s pain.” 

OQOOOOOOO 
Turning The Tide vol 8. #4. 
26 sheets $4.00. 
P.O. Box 1990, 
Burbank CA 91507. 
Infamous Dave: This "journal of 
anti-racist activism, research & 
education" started off really 
strongly, with some powerful and 
well researched articles on police 
brutality and racism. It was 
followed by a book review and 
another fine article on the Zapatista 
struggle in Mexico. However, the 
majority of this magazine seemed to 


be propaganda: Articles on various 
organizations (ie. calls for 
membership), book and videotape 
reviews (that were overwhelmingly 
positive) and opinion essays that 
paled in comparison to the more 
well-researched articles. I think 
what these people are trying to do 
is great, and although $4.00 seems 
like a ‘lot for a magazine I feel they 
are very deserving of support. I 
would simply like to see more 
objective reporting and less sales 
pitches for progressive products or 
organizations, 

OOOOOO 
TVP Update 1996. 
10 sheets, $1 + 2 stamps 
P.O. Box 24719, 
Cleveland OH 44124 
Infamous Dave: This zine is an 
update of the last issue of 
VegPhlayva which came out over a 
year ago. It's purpose is to be a 
resource guide for vegetarianism 
and veganism, although it avoids all 
the propaganda and attempts at 
converting people. Most of this is 
recipes plus a nice article on B-12, 
a list of non-vegan ingredients to 
watch, out .for, how to get good 
leather replacements (although I 
saw nothing about where to get 
vegan bondage gear) and a list of 
activist groups vegans may want to 
get involved with. All in all, I like 
this sort of thing a lot better than 
those preachy vegan sXe zines that 
tell you how bad of a person you 
are for eating cake, but never try to 
do anything to help people go 
vegan. The only thing I didn't like 
about this zine was that he wasted a 
lot of space by having really wide 
columns. 


OOOOOO 
22 Jacks - Uncle Bob 
12 song CD. 
Dummy Recordings 


6201 Sunset Blvd. #211 
Hollywood, CA 90028 * USA 
Posi-Bri: It’s really mellow pop (I 
can’t call it pop-punk, because it’s 
too mellow). Maybe the Beach 
Boys tried to play pop-punk, but 
failed. 

© 
Two Line Filler - Listener 
13 song 7” 
New Red Archives 
P.O. Box 210501 
San Francisco CA 94121 
Infamous Dave: This started off 
with an intro that sounded like part 


of the theme to “CHiPs” but then 
became another indie rock CD that 
sounds like most of the other stuff 
reviewed here that isn’t metal. 
How many times can I say 
“Talented, but not my thing?” Sigh. 

©© 
UFOFU 
4 song 7” 
Time Bomb Recordings 
219 Broadway #519 
Laguna Beach €A 92651 
Infamous Dave: You can tell I am 
really sick of reviewing pop punk 
and metal because I actually 
appreciate this. I don’t know how 
to describe it. It’s sort of silly fun 
alternative but mellow - in the vein | 
of the B-52s without sounding a 
thing like them. For chrissake this 
is the type of thing that I’d expect 
to be playing on the stereo at a 
party attended by 26 year old gen-X 
professionals who drink a lot of 
Rolling Rock and Zima. So why the 
hell do I like it? Cuz it’s not 
fucking bad metal. 

©© 
Unborn - s/t 
6 song 7” 
Sure Hand Records 
P.O. Box 476 
Bradford, BD7 3TY 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Posi-Bri: There’s a lot of bands out 
there that try way too hard to mix 
death metal into their music and 
can’t pull it off. These guys on the 
other hand put so much death and 
thrash metal in their music, you 
can’t NOT love them. If you were 
to cross Slayer (Reign in Blood), 
Suffocation, and maybe Cannibal 
Corpse and get a bunch of hardcore 
kids to play it, it would sound like 
this (convenient huh). It seems like 
every band would love to be this 
heavy and brutal, but few bands 
have the talent to pull it off with 
this much style. I’m very 
impressed. It’s very good music to 
listen to while you’re flaying your 
enemies skin. Lyrics- “These rotten 
futile tears epitomize our fears.” 
“These laws are cobwebs for the 
rich and chains of steal for the 
poor.” 

QOOOOOOO 

Unjust #2 
38 sheet zine 
2052 N 940 W : 
Provo Utah 84604-1255 


Infamous Dave: Typical militant 
sXe-vegan-anti-abortion fare. 


There. are interviews with Catch 
22, ARDAC, SA Mob and Doormat 
Distro and a lot of overly religions 
writing about animal rights and 


sanctity of life and that sort of 


thing. Nothing really new here. 
It’s well put together but I do not 
understand. the whole moral 
absolutism and blind faith that 


animal rights people have. 

Up Front #8 

12 sheets $1.06 

no obvious address 

Infamous Dave: This is a hardcore / 
sxe style zine that seems to have 
been around for a while. I think 
what they are trying to do is great, 
mixing in some opinion pieces with 
music stuff like interviews (Young 
Pioneers and Tyrant Trooper) and 
reviews, There are several 
different people writing for this 
zine, | think a little over half a 
dozen, but they avoided the stale 
MRR format of giving everyone a 
column, then printing the 
interviews, then doing the reviews. 
That type of originality is great, as 
is the amount of heart these kids 
obviously have. But to be honest, ] 
wasn't too impressed with the 
writing. Most of these people just 
did not seem very articulate and 
could not put words together in a 
way that grabbed or moved me. | 
sympathized with their message 
more offen than not, but with the 
exception of the introduction to the 
piece on homophobia their writing 
style was really weak, 

Vandals “The Quickening” 

18 song CD 

Nitro Records 

P.O. Box 7071 Warner Ave F-736 
Huntington Beach CA 92647 
Infamous Dave: This band has been 
around for a while, I remember 
seeing them in “90 with Bad 
Religion but the funny thing is 
most people | know have never 
heard them. It’s too bad too 
because they are pretty good. They 
manage io stay true to what 
hardcore was back in the late 
eighties... fast, fun, positive with 
some good messages and a good 
sense of humor, Nowadays if you 
have a good message you have to be 
heavy. if you're poppy you have to 
sing about your girlfriend, if you’re 
self-reflective you play emo. These 
guys do not fall into those simple 


categorizations. Their music 
sounds a lot like The Descendents 
or 7 Seconds and their songs have 
some interesting messages. They 
aren't blatant politics like Crass, 
but remember even bands like 
Dead Kennedys had funny songs. 


They manage to weave in their 
subtle social commentary with 


songs that seem to be personal 
stories. Some are more serious like 
“Marry Me!” an anti-marriage song 
or “Allah” about fanaticism. 
Others are funny and subtle like 
“Jove me” about obsession. Hell, 
they had me crving at their song 
about putting a beloved pet dog to 
sleep. 


QOQOOGOO 
V/A “Chicago vs. Amsterdam" 
4 songs CD $7.50 
Hopeless Records. 
Infamous Dave This CDEP 


features two bands from each of the 
cities mentioned, and I must say 
that Chicago wins hands down. 
The fast energetic music and 
heartfelt’ vocals of 88 Fingers 
Louie tipped the scales in their 
favor. The other band from 
Chicago, The Boliweevils play less 
energetic poppy punk. The two 
bands trom Amsterdam were pretty 
good, although they sounded more 
like late eighties alternative bands 
than punk rock fo me. The only 
complaint I have about this is.. 
$7.50 for a 4song CD? Chinga. 
V/A “A Document Of Nothing” 

1S song CD 

Second Nature Records 

P.O. Box 11543 

Kansas City MO 64138 

Infamous Dave: This comp CD 
started off bad and just got worse. 
Most of the bands were horrible 
emo crap that bored the shit out of 
me. I left the room to go take a 
really long dump, came back and it 
was still on the same song, I read 
four or five zines 1 had to review 
and we were only on track 6. What 
is it with new hardcore bands 
writing these 8 minute long epies? 
I guess it woukin’t be bad if these 
guvs were Rush or someone with 
enough talent to pull off a long song 
and keep you interested, but I 
couldn't concentrate on any of these 
songs long enough to try to review 
them. My mind kept wandering in 
an attempt to keep from being 
bored to death. I dunno, I guess Pll 


list the bands now and you can 
judge for yourself if this is the type 
of thing you want to spend you 
money on Enkindel, Harvest, 
Cycle, Stedding, Two Line Filer, 
Despair, Walleye, Combination 
Grey, Endeaver, Autumn, Rain 
Sill Fals, Converge, Surface, 
Jejune and Mainspring. 

V/A “Do it Yourself” 

$ song 7” 

Goodwill Records 

Infamous Dave: This is an Italian 


punk / hardcore compilation 
featuring  N.LA. Punx, I 
Fichissimi, Point Of View, 


Eversor and This Side Up. Out of 


those five bands This Side Up was 
the only one { had ever heard 
before. and ulso the only one | even 
kind of liked on this comp. The 
music for most of these bands was 
Hot very interesting or energetic. It 
sounded more like bad high schoo! 
alternative bands than hardcore 
punk. Oh well, the goodwill 
records folx are totally cool and 
totally DIY and have put out other 
stuff 1 liked, so hopefully we will 
see better in the future. 


© 
V/A “Pogo Strut Slam Swivel + 
Mosh” 25 song CD 
Devil Dog Records 


2533 E Broadway STE 8 
Long Beach CA 90803 


infamous Dave: A compilation of 


punk bands. ‘They say artists 
appear courtesy of IFA, Dr. Dream. 
BYO, Fat, Bittersweet, Dr. Strange. 
Workshop. Ambush, Dead Beat. 
Hopeless. Liquid Meat, Hulk. 
Ringing Ear and Lookout records 
You know what that means? [’m 
probably not going to like it. It’s 
all going to be poppy. You know 
what? I'm right. But if you like 
this type of stuff, by all means go 
ahead and order this 

Wild Honey Pie #10 

24 sheet zine $2.00 

Kristy Chan 

922 NE 17th Street 

Cape Coral FL 33909 

This is a pretty 


thick riot geri leaning | 
personal/punk zine. She's got | 


interviews with Unrest, The Pie | 


Tasters, Wynona Riders, and 
Larry Livermore of 


Records, She's got a ton of little 


bits of writing but it’s all fairly | 


disorganized and not easy for me to 


Lookout | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


i 


3 
Reznor 


go back through and pick them out. 
Her thoughts on various subjects “4 
can be very interesting, especially 
seeing a riot grrri aftack riot gr] 
and i's commercialization. Other — 1 
thoughts include racism. and 
jationalism, her love for Chris — 
Eliot. and her hatred for Trent — 
A lot of this zine gets — 

y silly specially the overly 
culsey layout sometimes, bul think 
that overall it is well worth it. 3 


really 


Zao “All Else Failed” 

10 song CD 

Steadfast Records 

1129 Middle Ave. 

Elyria, OH 44035 * USA 
Posi-Bri; 1 think the. main — 
difference between this CD and all — 
the other cheesy metal stuff out 
there is that these guys seem to 
spend a lot more time writing their — 
music. Its obvious by the way they 
Structure the songs and the way the: 
music flows from part to part. it’s a 
lot more talented and imaginative — 
than most bands. It also just. 
happens to be heavy and crushing 
with lots of power, ‘energy and 
passion, The lyrics tend to be very 
religious and speak of God. the 
Holy Spirit, and Christ in every 
single song. Lyrics- “Nothing — 
remains constant to its origin but 
the unchanging faith of Christ.” 
“The Lord our God is with us, Ged: 
our fortress.” You get the picture?!? 
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IN STORES OCTOBER 29 
: ‘ \) ar 13 
PRODUCED BY SIMON EFEMEY 


‘ é 3 
; ON, TOUR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 


iigst Dr #206 + Tery 
iisieicam +*Cradit.ce 


e 
6 SONGS PLUS 2 BONUS TRACKS | 
FEATURING 
FATHER FIGURE / WORLD OF HATE / FOLLOW ME 
THIRD WORLD / SUFFERING / WAGING WAR 
PLUS 2 "LIVE" BONUS TRACKS 
"EREE" STICKER WITH EVERY ORDER!!! 
RETRIBUTION WOULD LIKE TO THANK BRIAN HULL AND A 
RETROGRESSION FOR ALL THEIR SUPPORT AND DEDICATION!!! 
You guys rule!! Good luck with your future endeavors! 
TO ORDER THE WORLD OF HATE CASSETTE 
SEND $6.00 MONEY ORDER _ (WELL CONCEALED CASH) — 


M.DC.A. 
320 SECOND AVE. 
VESTAL, NY 13850 
OR CALL: (607) 754-7361 


So Long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Adieu 


Ok, so I guess this is the final farewell, the long goodbye. Or maybe not. My friend Anna, the same one that told me she wished there 
were other good zines out there’so I could stop doing mine without feeling guilty about it, is now saying that Ill probably be doing a zine again 
within a year. She may be right. But who knows what the future will bring, in a year I might be working with the Peace Corps in Nepal or 
Botswana. I may just take off and travel for a couple of years, since I have nothing to really hold me in one place. But in the end, I am a writer 
and I will keep writing. 

Right now you can all read some of my writing on the net at www.envirolink.org/soars. I’ve also been asked to do a column by Suburban 
Voice, one of my favorite zines. I’ve heard that I got a great review in the last issue of Slug and Lettuce (by the way kids, I have not seen any 
reviews of this zine anywhere, so for all those people who get MRR, HaC, S&L, F5 or any other zine that has reviewed us, I would greatly 
appreciate it if you would copy the review and send it to me) and if I could ever get in touch with Christine I would not be averse to writing for that 
publication. In fact, ve had so many little zines ask me to write for them that I am thinking of doing some sort of syndication type of 
thing as an outlet for my personal writing. As far as an outlet for the serious articles I write in here.. well, I’m going to try my hand 
at freelance writing (it’s not like I can do anything else to pay my bills aside from washing dishes down at Eatn’ Park). I’m working 
on a couple of stories right now, one is a profile of a Bosnian refugee, and another will be on straightedge. Yeah, sure, it’s cheesy, 
but the few articles I have seen on sXe in the mainstream press have focused only on Earth Crisis and Victory. While those are 
definitely parts of the straightedge scene, there is a lot more that is being ignored. I hope to correct that. I may also rework the 
death penalty article from here and send that out. I haven’t sold any of these stories yet but I am planning to pitch them to Ms, 
Mother Jones and The Nation. So if you give a shit, keep your eyes peeled. We’ll see what happens. 

While I am on the subject of writing and magazines, let me plug a few that I think are pretty good. Icarus Was Right, The 
Blast!, Second Guess, Suburban Voice, VegPhlayva, Ten Things Jesus Wants You To Know, The Holy Bile, Infohazard, Z Magazine, 
Adbusters and Dwgsht. There may be a few I am forgetting that are good, and if so I apologize. And let me say to anyone out there 
who is thinking of starting up a zine, please have something to fucking say. Don’t start a zine to get scene points. Don’t start a zine 
because you’re bored. Don’t start a zine to get free records (you'll never get anything you like anyway). Have something to say, say 
it eloquently and intelligently. What you’re saying is a lot more important than which fonts you use or your backgrounds. The 
obsession with fonts and design has lead to zines that are at best boring to read at worst illegible. And to all you other kids out 
there, remember that punk and hardcore is about what’s inside, what you think and feel, not what bands you have on your jacket or 
your T-shirt. If someone puts a hundred or two hours into making a magazine which they try to sell for a buck to encourage 
communication and thinking, you should not ignore them in favor the person who spent two hours designing a T-shirt that they will 
sell to you for $10 just so you can show off to everyone else how punk you are. Unless of course, you base you life around what other 
people think of you. 

A few other endnotes. 
¢ Yes, the “how to think” article in here is reprinted from research fanzine #4. The article is about a year and a half old now, and 

I wanted to update it but since the final issue is a month late as it is (another reason to quit for a while, I don’t want to do a zine 
that comes out late. If I ever do a zine again it will be when I know I have the fiscal and temporal resources to get it out on 
schedule) I didn’t really have time. I’m including it in here because I think it is one of the most valuable things I have ever 
written, and I think it is something people really really need to think about. People need to stop believing every rumor that they 
hear, especially when said rumors confirm what they already want to believe (I heard that straightedge kids beat up meat eaters, 
I heard that [insert band member here] beats his girlfriend, etc.). When I put out Research #4 it only went out to about a 
hundred kids, this zine is going out to several thousand, that is why I am reprinting it. 

e My apologies to some of the labels that sent us stuff we didn’t review. We got most of the reviews done in the end of August 
(and I told the labels they should send us stuff early if it was guaranteed to be in) and we think that as it is our review section is 
a bit too large. Since the deadline I’ve gotten a ton more stuff to review. I think Brian has too. I may try to take the time to 
review one or two things from some of the labels that sent us half a dozen releases, but I am not going to sit here and review 
everything that came in past deadline, sorry. 

e There was some talk of starting a Retrogression Records label with the CD that was supposed to come with issue #11 as our first 
release. Well, unfortunately, the CD plant called me the other day to tell me the DAT is all fucked up and has static on it. 
Since half the DATS have already been returned to the bands and Brian lost the Napalm Death/At the Gates DAT, and since 
upon reflection I realized I do not want to be tied down by a record label (not to mention there are not that many bands I would 
want to put out aside from Anti-Flag, Brother Inferior, Bristle and Thenceforward) I have decided not to put it out at all. 
My apologies to the bands who were on it (who we bugged forever to get us songs) and my apologies to everyone who wanted to 
hear it, but that’s just the way life works. 

e IguessI should have my final thanks list and all that stuff. Well, the list would be pages long, and it doesn’t really matter 
anyway. To everyone who has supported us - thanks for your help, especially those who helped us out when we were just 
starting out. To Jim Burnahm - thanks for being a cool guy and I hope everything works out with Moo Cow. To Brian Hull - 
thanks for being my best friend, but no thanks for starting Retrogression and making me waste four years of my life. To anyone 
who has ever read this zine - Thanks for taking the time. To anyone who read issue #1 - I’m REALLY sorry. 

well that’s it. until much later then 
Dave Grenier 
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: ~ A SJ ali \S | Prema - 
4 mela h'cs) 


project 
Kate - 


“the way 
birds fly” 


-and: 


Serpico - 
“rumble” 


: : Ce coming soon to rekkid 
stores every where! 


equal 
vision records 
po box 14 
hudson ny. 12534. 
send $1 for catalog 


The new record that was too 
heavy for corporate 
America. 


Swansong, 
the final chapter in the 
genre-defining career of 
Carcass. 


295 LAFAYETTE ST. #915 NEW YORK, NY 10012 
Web:http:/Awww.earache.com Email:EaracheRec@aol.com 
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